
Widcombe Church of England Junior School 

Tel: 01225 310139 

Email: office@widcombejuniorschool.com 

4th February 

2022 

Term 3 

Notices 

Coats and 

Gloves 
We play outside in 

all weathers, please 

make sure your 

child has a named 

warm coat and 

gloves in school 

 

Nut Free  

Please! 

We are seeing a 

number of pesto 

sauce pasta dishes 

and nutty cereal and 

chocolate bars at 

snack and 

lunchtime, please 

avoid these. We 

have a number of 

children with nut 

allergies across the 

school.  

Dear Parents and carers, 

 

Another busy and productive week at WJS. I have spent a few days 

in Year 5 this week including an afternoon of Music and Computing 

in the hall. Helping 60 children produce Japanese inspired music us-

ing a range of instruments was great fun! This was then followed by a 

mass ‘coding’ session where each child was exploring algorithms. It 

was excellent to see that our investment and commitment to upgrad-

ing our school technology is starting to pay off and the fact that all 

children in the year group had access to a laptop for this session and 

that it all worked seamlessly was pleasing.  

 

 

I have also had the pleasure of observing Maths lessons in all year 

groups over the past fortnight and it was brilliant to see all of our 

‘pedagogical principles’ in action within these sessions. I was particu-

larly impressed with the personalised learning on offer and the high 

levels of engagement.  

 

 

Parents’ Evenings will take place week commencing 14th February 

and you will have the option to either meet your child’s class teacher 

online or face to face. Thank you to everyone who has already signed 

up via ParentMail – teachers are looking forward to meeting with 

you to share how your child is progressing. Your children will bring 

their books (Reading, Topic and Maths) on Friday 11th for you to en-

joy. Please can these be returned on Monday 14th.   
 
 

Another reminder to please refrain from parking on the double yel-

low lines outside of the school premises. This is to ensure the safety 

of all our school community. Parking on double yellow lines restricts 

visibility for people crossing the roads. Parking is limited outside of 

the school so please explore alternative options when dropping off/

picking your children up from school. One great initiative is the 

Walking Bus. This runs from Bear Flat to Widcombe Infant and Jun-

ior schools every day, starting from Hayes Place at 8.20am. For more 

details and to sign up please contact Jess David via jessda-

vid@gmail.com 

 



Please see below the Term dates for 2022-2023 but please be aware that four more Inset days 

need to be added. Once I know the Palladian Academy Trust Inset days, our final dates will 

be distributed. Where possible, this will be inline with the Infant school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSET Dates: 

Thursday 1st September 2022  

Friday 2nd  September 2022 

  

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

27th December 2022  Christmas Day Holiday 

26th December 2022  Boxing Day 

2nd January 2023  New Year’s Day Holiday 

7th April 2023   Good Friday 

10th April 2023   Easter Monday 

1st May 2023 May Day Bank Holiday  

29th May 2023   Spring Bank Holiday 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. I’m looking forward to my first visit to ‘soft play’ on 

Sunday. 

Aaron Harley 

Term Begins Ends 

Term 1 Thursday 1st September 2022 Friday 1st October 2022 

Term 2 Monday 31st October 2022 Friday 16th December 2022 

Term 3 Tuesday 3rd January 2023 Friday 10th February 2023 

Term 4 Tuesday 20th February 2023  Friday 31st of March 2023 

Term 5 Monday 17th April 2023 Friday 26th May 2023 

Term 6 Monday 5h June 2023 Friday 21st July 2023 



Year 4 Teeth Investigation 

During the last few weeks, year 4 have been learning about teeth: the different types and their 

functions, what is tooth decay and how to look after them.  

 

This Wednesday, the children enjoyed a tooth brushing workshop, they thoroughly brushed 

their teeth for 2 minutes with a mild mint paste (very foamy). Then, they made a 3D model of a 

mouth using card and cotton wool. Both classes had tremendous fun! 

Widcombe Championship Day—Thursday 10th February 

Our next Widcombe Championship Day is Thursday 10th  

February and this time the chosen sport is hand-ball. During 

the day the children will be given the  opportunity to take part 

in skills sessions and friendly inter-house matches, followed by 

an exciting playoff.  

 

Please could you send your child to school in their PE kit with 

their coloured House T-shirt and a named water bottle.  



Gymnastics Competition 

 
The year 5 and 6 gymnastics team had the opportunity to represent Widcombe at a local gym-

nastics competition. After weeks of learning the routine and practising the vault they got to go 

to Baskervilles for the big event! The team performed at their best and got an opportunity to 

have a go on the beam and parallel bars. Sadly, there was no silverware this time but we made 

lots of great memories.  

 

 

Multi-Skills Competition 

 
Last week some Year 5 and 6s attended a multi-skills event at the University of Bath. Student 

teachers from the university lead a range of fun and inclusive games for children to enjoy 

whilst developing physical skills and team work.   

 

We would like to thank Mr Dorrans and Mrs Appleyard for organising and accompanying 

the children on these fantastic events. 



Library News 
 

Second-hand Book Fair 
On Monday, we held a Second-hand Book Fair in the School Hall. All the children were 

invited to come and browse and choose a book to take home – it was a lot of fun to see 

everyone choosing, recommending books to friends, and generally being excited about 

books! 

 

 

New Books in Classrooms 
The new books in classrooms are proving to be a huge hit! There have been children in 

the library at lunchtime looking for the next book in the series they have started and lots 

of positive feedback, Henry in Year 6 said: “Thank you for the new books, some of them 

are my favourite books, there’s such a good choice”. Mr Shurmer in Year 4 said “ I can’t 

begin to tell you how excited the children are about the new books, I ’ve never seen them 

reading so much”. Lexie in Year 3 said: “The new books are really good, the ones I’ve 

read are really funny” and Lily in Year 5 said: “The choice of books is so much better 

than before and children are really excited about the  

 

Widcombe Junior School Book Shop supported by  

Mr Bs Emporium of Reading Delights 

 

 

This year during Book Week, we will be opening our very own BOOK SHOP after school. 

Books on sale have been suggested by children in our library and also recommended by our 

wonderful local independent bookshop, Mr B’s Emporium of Reading Delights, who will be 

supplying us with the books.  

 

 

(Please note, we will not be selling the £1 World Book Day books: these are available in any 

book shop in town in exchange for the World Book Day £1 voucher) 

 

All profits raised will be used to buy new books for our school library. We really hope to see 

you there. 

 

We will be stocking some of the best chil-

dren’s books out there, including current 

releases. As an added bonus, children 

will be able to use their WORLD BOOK 

DAY £1 VOUCHER towards the cost of a 

book they buy – (£1 off the cover price of 

any book).  

 

Most books on sale will be between £4.99-

£7.99 each (cover price) 



Weekly Class Attendance 

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life 

skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school 

time. Our whole school accumulative attendance for week starting  31st January was 93.35% 

Top of the school last week were NEBULA class who achieved 98.00%. Well done! 

 

Date Time Event 

Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th February During 

school day 

‘ I can, I am’ Bus to visit school for yr 5 and 6  

Thursday 10th February—NEW DATE All day Widcombe Championship Day - children to 

come to school in PE kit 

Thursday 17th February— NEW DATE PM GALAXY Class Forest School Session 

Thursday 17th February  Year 4 Smallcombe Woods Trip  

Week of 14th February  Parent’s Evenings - details on Parentmail 

letter 

Friday 18th February   INSET Day 

Monday 28th February  First Day Term 4 

Monday 28th February   Book Week, dress as a book character on 

Thursday 3rd March 

Dates for your Diary 
Every week we will update this section with upcoming events, sometimes event dates may 

change due to changes to COVID guidelines and unforeseen circumstances, please make sure 

you check regularly to make sure you  are up to date with school events.  

Event changes will appear in red.  
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FREE five week online course for 

parents and children 
 

Join a virtual group cookery session with 

optional cook along to discover how to 

make easy, healthy recipes 
 

Free recipe booklet and links to our NEW video recipes  

Support with meal planning and budgeting 

Every family who completes the course receives a £25 super-
market voucher to put towards buying ingredients or 
equipment for recipes 

 

Upcoming course start dates: 

4-5pm Tuesday 28th February 

5-6pm Wednesday 2nd March 

4-5pm Thursday 3rd March 
 

Call or email the Community Wellbeing Hub to book 
Tel: 0300 247 0050 

Email: CWHBanes@hcrgcaregroup.com 

 

Service provided by 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

LEAP is a free programme for families of children 
and young people who are above a healthy weight* 

 
1-1 support via telephone or video call for children aged 
5-10 (with family) and those aged 10-17 years  
 
Covering topics around: 
 • Healthy food and drink swaps 
 • Physical Activity / active play 
 • The impact of screen time 
 • Why we make certain food choices  
 
To book a place or find out more contact the  
Community Wellbeing Hub: 
 
 t: 0300 247 0050 
 e: CWHBanes@hcrgcaregroup.com or  
Kimberley.Tyler@hcrgcaregroup.com 
 
*Referral criteria apply 

 

 

Service provided by 
 

mailto:CWHBanes@hcrgcaregroup.com



