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Term 3 

Notices 

 

Coats and 

Gloves 
We play outside in 

all weathers, please 

make sure your 

child has a named 

warm coat and 

gloves in school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nut Free  

Please! 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Wow! What a week it has been at WJS! There has been so much going 

on: trips, visitors to school, a bus on the playground and Widcombe 

Championship Day to name a few. It has been so nice to get activities 

like this up and running again and to begin to give children the op-

portunities that they have missed out on over the past few years as 

part of our school offer.   

 

Handball was the theme for Widcombe Championship Day and Mr 

Dorrans and Mr Walker worked extremely hard behind the scenes to 

revamp the existing format of these days. For the first time, every sin-

gle child in school represented their house team and played at least 

four competitive matches against another house. Each ‘goal’ scored 

contributed to a point towards the house total. It was great to see 

high levels of enthusiasm while competing in the right spirit and fol-

lowing our school values.  A full write-up and pictures will be in-

cluded in next week’s newsletter alongside the revealing of the win-

ning team.   

 

You may have spotted the ‘I Can, I Am’ 

double decker bus on the playground on 

Monday and Tuesday (it was hard to 

miss!). How the driver was able to negoti-

ate the turn into the school gates and the 

bus remain in one piece I’ll never know. 

As part of the visit, Year 5 and Year 6 chil-

dren has an inspirational assembly with 

the charity founder James Shone before following up some of the key 

messages by visiting the bus in small groups. The visit to the bus also 

included the making and eating of pizza which is always a hit! Thank 

you so much to Rebecca Burton (Amelie’s mum) for helping to make 

this visit happen.  

 

Last Friday, Year 6 had a visit from our local PCSO. The arrangement 

of the visit was instigated by a number of Year 6 boys being con-

cerned about how the park opposite the school is being used and 

them wanting to find out how they can positively impact change in 

this space. It is really rewarding to see our children living and breath-

ing our school values and wanting to have an impact on the wider 

community.   



This week has also been ‘Children’s Mental Health’ week with the theme 

this year being ‘Growing Together’. Within PSHE sessions, children have 

been encouraged to consider how they have grown and how they could 

help others grow. The following website has lots of resources if you 

wanted to follow this up at home.  

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/ 

 

Tuesday was also ‘Safer Internet Day’. Mr Shurmer held an assembly in the morning before 

the children explored e-safety in more detail in their classes. Please find some useful resources 

attached to the newsletter.   

 

Another big thank you to the Bryan family and team of volunteers who helped to source and 

delivery a new outdoor piano for the playground. The old piano has been sorely missed and 

having a new one will certainly enrich children’s playtime. Tom (our wonderful Site Manager) 

is currently constructing a shelter for the piano so that it can stay dry and therefore – fingers 

crossed – survive on the playground longer than its predecessor.   

 

As a school we have been reviewing our provision of Homework. More details of this will fol-

low next week and changes will be implemented for the beginning Term 4.   

 

Don’t forget that Friday 18th February and Monday 7th March are INSET days. School will 

not be open for children. Thursday 17th February is also now a PTA mufti-day for chil-

dren.   

 

Have a lovely weekend when it arrives – I will be constructing a new shed! #DIY  

Aaron Harley  

Term Begins Ends 

Term 1 Thursday 1st September 2022 Friday 21st October 2022 

Term 2 Monday 31st October 2022 Friday 16th December 2022 

Term 3 Tuesday 3rd January 2023 Friday 10th February 2023 

Term 4 Tuesday 20th February 2023  Friday 31st of March 2023 

Term 5 Monday 17th April 2023 Friday 26th May 2023 

Term 6 Monday 5h June 2023 Friday 21st July 2023 

Term Dates 2022—2023 Correction  

 
Apologies, last week’s newsletter contained a typo in the term 1 end date, the correct date is 

21st October. The amended table is below, we will publish all Inset days as soon as they are fi-

nalised.   



Children’s Mental Health Week  
This week is Children's Mental Health Week, the theme for this year is 'Growing Together'. 

Throughout the week the children have been exploring how to look after their mental health 

and how to support their emotional growth. We have discussed the fact that at times this may 

be challenging, but we can do things to help support ourselves even when life is tricky and we 

are feeling a bit stuck. The children identified activities that help them feel good, such as: draw-

ing, exercise, playing an instrument, reading books, or talking to a trusted adult or friend.  

 

We have also had the pleasure of having a Year 6 mental health workshop and the I can, I am 

bus at school to help the older children develop their self-belief and confidence.  

 

If you would like further information or tips for supporting your child visit: https://

www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/children-s-mental-health-week/  

 

I Can I Am Bus 
This week the Year 5s and 6s participated in workshops on the I Can & I Am double decker bus 

which many parents may have seen parked in our playground on Monday and Tuesday. The 

week began with a presentation from the I Can & I Am charity founder, James Shone, who 

shared his story of losing his sight due to a brain tumour and his messages of how to ‘inflate 

balloons of self belief’.   Each of the Year 5 and 6 pupils then spent an hour on the bus where 

they enjoyed cooking pizza from scratch in the converted kitchen on the ground floor of the 

bus. They then spent time in small groups in the comfortable seating on the top deck where 

they spoke to members of the I Can & I Am team about their own self esteem and how to keep 

their balloons of self-belief inflated.  

 

The feedback was incredibly positive and we hope that the visit may have promoted some in-

teresting conversations at home.  Further information about James Shone and the I Can & I Am 

charity can be found at www.icanandiam.com.  

 



Parent and Staff Choir  
The parent and staff choir is back!  For those parents that enjoy singing, we create a choir for 4 

weeks building up to the Hayesfield concert on March 25th where the child choirs perform, fol-

lowed by the parent/staff choir. 

 

Rehearsals are on Tuesday nights form 7-8pm in March (1st/8th/15th/22nd).  If you can't make 

all of these dates, you will be fine to still attend.  If you're keen then we look forward to having 

you! Any questions please email Jeff Seatter - rockets@widcombejuniorschool.com 

Safer Internet Day  
Tuesday 8th February was Safer Internet Day and was celebrated the world over. At WJS, we 

started the day with an assembly which introduced this year's theme 'All fun and games?' 

where we zoned in on what an online identity is and what our own online identities look like. 

We also covered some top tips for staying safe online which included: 

 

 Being Responsible 

 Being Critical  

 Being Respectful  

 Being Creative 

After the assembly, the children went back to their classrooms to discuss in more detail, make 

helpful advice-giving internet guides, complete an online safety quiz and were encouraged to 

enter a school-wide poster competition about e-safety. Throughout the morning, we were en-

couraged to think positively about the internet and all it can provide but also to be aware of the 

very real dangers that are out there.  

 

Please have a look at the resources attached to this newsletter which can help you to guide your 

children through using the internet safely.  

Bath Philharmonic Free Tickets for Families 
Bath Philharmonia are offering free tickets to families to attend their forthcoming orchestral con-

cert on 8 March 2022 at 7:30pm at The Forum, Bath. Working in partnership with their event 

sponsor, King Edward’s School, Bath, former BBC Young Musician of the Year, pianist Lara 

Melda, will perform Frédéric Chopin’s Piano Concerto No.1 alongside Bath Philharmonica. The 

orchestra will also perform a wide selection of music from the classical hall of fame. 

  

Bath Philharmonia supports young musicians across Bath and the South West and has recently 

developed a suite of learning resources for secondary schools across the country. It runs a na-

tionally-recognised creative learning programme whilst helping thousands of concertgoers each 

year discover their own love of live orchestral music. 

 

Free tickets can be booked via the following link: www.bathphil.co.uk/events.  

Once you’ve chosen your seats, you can enter the voucher code BP43 in the “Savings” section of 

the “Basket” page. This will reprice the tickets to £0.00. Please note that this code is limited to a 

maximum of 4 tickets per customer. Families larger than 4 people should con-

tact aaron@bathphil.co.uk. 

http://www.bathphil.co.uk/events
mailto:aaron@bathphil.co.uk


Year 3 Bath at Work Museum Visit 
 

Last Friday, Year 3 had an exciting outing to the Museum of Bath at Work to support our Ma-

chines Topic.  We had a lovely time seeing some old machines in action.  These machines were 

all part of an old fizzy drink factory which was demolished in Bath many years ago.  The chil-

dren found it fascinated and were impressed with the range of things on display (even an old 

computer...which was a typewriter)! 

 

Many thanks to the parents who supported us on this trip. 

Reflection Room Opening 

The children have been enjoying exploring our new reflection room this week. They particu-

larly love their new beanbags!  

 

Next week they look forward to using the space when they need some quiet time. Located by 

the top of year 6, it will be open at lunch and break times, with a rota for the year groups to 

ensure a calm atmosphere. There will be soothing music to listen to and plants to care for.    

 



Weekly Class Attendance 

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life 

skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school 

time. Our whole school accumulative attendance for week starting 7th January was 93.49% 

Top of the school last week were SATELLITES class who achieved 100%. Well done! 

 

Date Time Event 

Thursday 17th February— NEW DATE PM GALAXY Class Forest School Session 

Thursday 17th February  Year 4 Smallcombe Woods Trip  

Week of 14th February  Parent’s Evenings - details on Parentmail 

letter 

Thursday 17th February  PTA Mufti Day 

Friday 18th February   INSET Day 

Monday 28th February  First Day Term 4 

Monday 28th February   Book Week, dress as a book character on 

Thursday 3rd March 

Dates for your Diary 
Every week we will update this section with upcoming events, sometimes event dates may 

change due to changes to COVID guidelines and unforeseen circumstances, please make sure 

you check regularly to make sure you  are up to date with school events.  

Event changes will appear in red.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Invigilators  

£9.62 per hour 

Variable hours 

 
We are looking to expand our team of Invigilators to help and support our Exami-

nation’s team.  You will be employed on a casual basis to supervise students tak-

ing both mock and external exams, as necessary throughout the school year, with 

the period between mid-May until the end of June (not including half-term) being 

a peak time in our calendar.  Hours are variable depending upon the exam time-

table. 

 

No experience in the role is required, as full training will be given.  Experience of 

working in a school or with young people would be an advantage. You will be 

professional and flexible, with good spoken and written English. You will be reli-

able and possess a calm but firm approach. You will be able to work as part of a 

team as well as on your own initiative as you will play a key role in upholding 

the integrity and conduct of the examination process in accordance with official 

regulations and Ralph Allen School exam policy. 

 

Successful candidates MUST be available for training and for external examina-

tions from 16 May to 24 June (excluding week commencing 30 May). 

 

The Palladian Academy Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share 

this commitment.  A satisfactory DBS check is required for this post prior to com-

mencement.  The postholder will be expected to contribute to the protection of 

children as appropriate, in accordance with any agreed policies and/or guide-

lines, reporting any issues or concerns to their immediate line manager. 

 

 

Ralph Allen School, Claverton Down Road, Bath BA2 7AD 

 




