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Notices 

Lost Property 

Please make sure 

your child’s belong-

ings are named so 

they can be  

reunited if lost! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nut Free  

Dear  Parents and Carers,  

Every week I sit down to write the newsletter and think, wow, what a 

busy week that has been! This week in particular has been exception-

ally busy with staff absences providing additional challenges amongst 

a jam-packed week! As always, the team at WJS have been incredible 

and everyone has chipped in to ensure that the week has run seam-

lessly. A well-deserved weekend break for all!   

 

It has been STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathemat-

ics) week in school this week and I cannot thank Mrs Archer enough 

for the amazing activities and speakers she organised for the children. 

I’m sure the children (and staff) have been left inspired by the won-

derful opportunities they have had. A particular favourite of mine 

was a Zoom call from ‘Sharkspotters’ who beamed in from South Af-

rica to discuss their role in animal conservation and awareness.   

 

Mr Laban also did a brilliant job in helping to raise the profile of 

Maths this week. The children have been busy completing KenKen 

puzzles and Nerdle challenges whilst competing in a competition for 

who could remember the most amount of digits in Pi. On my last 

check, one child was able to recall 100 digits. I will reveal the exact 

number next week!   

 

Thank you to everyone who supported the cake sale in aid of Unicef’s 

campaign to support children affected by the conflict in Ukraine. I am 

delighted to announce that, with £200 added on in Gift Aid, Wid-

combe Junior School donated £1000 to this amazing cause. This is a 

superb amount and will hopefully go a long way in helping those in 

desperate need of support. A big thank you and well done to Oscar B-

W in Year 6 for instigating the cake sale – you should be extremely 

proud of difference you will make!   

 

Sadly, this Friday will see Toni, our Office Administrator on a Friday,  

leave us to pursue other challenges. We have all really enjoyed getting 

to know Toni, she has done a brilliant job in ensuring the school runs 

smoothly at the end of the week. Toni has formed great relationships 

with all of our children and has flourished in her pastoral role. We 

would all like to wish Toni all the best as she moves on.  

 

A quieter week next week but we are all really looking forward to the 

concert at Hayesfield next Friday evening. This will be a lovely oppor-

tunity for the school community to get together and enjoy an evening  



Science Week  

As well as participating in Academy-wide Science activities specific to each year group, at 

Widcombe, we decided to use our fantastic school community to enhance our children's learn-

ing. However, when I originally put the call out for people to come in for Science Week, I had 

no idea of quite how many brilliant experiences the children would benefit from this week. By 

Friday, the children will have had the opportunity to enjoy sessions from people working in 

the fields of science, technology, engineering and maths, and have had their horizons broad-

ened by learning about:   

 

 The Internet, WiFi and Virtual Reality platforms (Cartesian and vBuzz)  

 Steam engines, magnets and acoustic levitators (University of Bath)   

 Rebuilding famous local landmarks using Minecraft (University of West England)  

 The dangers of drug use and the technology involved in drug detection (University of 

Bath)  

 The work done by a South African shark-conservation charity (Shark Spotters)  

 The importance of bees and plants to the survival of the planet (University of Nottingham)  

 Far-UVC systems, which kill bacteria and viruses...and look excitingly like Ghostbusters 

kit! (UEC Energy)  

 How AI (artificial intelligence) works, how it’s come about and where it’s headed 

(Graphcore)  

 The role of a Maths researcher and practical maths activities (University of Bath)  

 What engineers are doing to help design buildings to withstand flooding (Buro Happold)  

 The rockets that the UK are sending into space this year (Department for Business, Energy 

and Industrial Strategy)  

 The role of a Radiographer and X-rays, CT scans and ultrasounds (RUH, Bath)  

 How telecoms systems work and the role of a telecoms engineer (Parallel Wireless)   

 

It’s really been an amazing week. Thank you so much to the parents who put me in touch with 

colleagues and contacts, to the incredible volunteers who gave up their time to come in, and to 

your fantastically polite, curious and engaged children for making us all so proud this week.  

of music and if you are coming along, you are in for a treat!  

 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend. I’m off to Glasgow for the weekend to watch my broth-

er-in-law play at Celtic Park. Up the Staggies!   

Aaron Harley   



Science Week  

Looking forward to next year's Science Week!  

In the meantime, please ask your child about the Poster Competition that British Science Week 

is running. You can enter online at https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/

poster-competition/ 

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/poster-competition/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/poster-competition/


Year 3 Bluebell Walk 

Last Thursday the Year 3s were invited up to Lyncombe Vale Fields to plant 300 bluebells. 

They had a great time exploring the woods and paths, playing a game with the Wise Old Owl 

and finding the 'tiny forest' and the 'Bug-in-ham-Palace' bug hotel! The children got really 

stuck in to all the activities, asked great questions and were really well behaved. We were 

very proud of them.  

 

The trip was kindly organised by the Friends of Lyncombe Vale. If you would like to find out 

more about the project or get involved yourself, here is the link to their website: https://

friendsoflyncombehillfields.co.uk/ 

 

All the bulbs and wildflowers that we have been planting at Lyncombe Vale with different 

Year groups (cowslips, snowdrops and bluebells) have all been donated by The Bathscape 

Project. https://www.bathscape.co.uk/ 

Lovely Pi 3.14159265358979323846462  
 

Science week at Widcombe provided us with an op-

portunity to explore some links between Science and 

Mathematics. Children have been encouraged to do 

KenKen’s and explore polyominoes and geometric 

puzzles. 
 

Monday 14th was Pi day (3/14) and children in year 6 

led an assembly on how Pi can be used to find the cir-

cumference of a circle and shared facts about this in-

triguing irrational number. Many children have been 

captivated by the challenge to memorise this number to the most decimal places. It has been 

fascinating to observe the different strategies adopted and the slightly addictive nature of the 

task.  
 

There will be a competition to recite Pi from memory and a chocolate Pi cake will be awarded 

to the person who memorises the most digits.  

 



Library News 

New Books in our School Library 

Thank you everyone for such a fantastic 

turnout at our after-school bookshop 

during Book Week!  

 

With the profits raised, we have bought a 

lovely selection of new books for our li-

brary – some eagerly awaited ones and 

some new ones for us to discover. They 

have been flying off the shelves and lots 

of children have been talking about the 

books they have been reading and rec-

ommending books to their friends. 

 

Overdue Library Books 

Quite a few reminders have gone out for overdue library books this week – please can you 

have a look at home for any library books, as it is great to keep them circulating so that other 

children can get a chance to read them. Some books have been on loan for quite a few 

months. 

 

If your child would like to renew their book, they can bring it to the library to be scanned 

and renewed for a further two weeks. 

Brix Day St Matthews Church—Saturday 9th April  

 

St Matt’s Church, Widcombe Hill,  are running a whole day (10am – 3pm) event for primary 

school aged children on the first Saturday of the Easter holidays, 9 April, at St Matt’s.  

  

There will be lots of activities around the theme of 

Easter, many but not all of which will involve Lego 

and Duplo. They are inviting children from Recep-

tion through to Year 6. The children will be put into 

small groups roughly by age so that the activities can 

be tailored to suit them. Parents are invited to drop 

their children off at 10am, with a packed lunch, and 

to come back at 2.30pm to see what they have been 

doing.  

 

To book a place please visit www.widcombe.church/

BriX. For more information please see the flyer 

attached to this newsletter.  

 

 



Weekly Class Attendance 
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life skills 

for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.  

Our whole school accumulative attendance for week of 14th March was 93.86% 

Top of the school were ASTEROIDS class who achieved 100%. Well done! 

 

Date Time Event 

Friday 25th March  7.30 - 8.30pm Hayesfield Concert , Roper Theatre 

Tuesday 29th March 2.00pm  Year 3 & 4 Easter play performance 

Wednesday 30th March 9.00am Year 3 & 4 Easter play performance 

Thursday 31st March All Day Widcombe Championship Day  

Friday 1st April  All Day  PAT Mufti Day—wear home clothes, £1 volun-

tary donation to PTA 

Dates for your Diary 
Every week we will update this section with upcoming events, sometimes event dates may 

change due to changes to COVID guidelines and unforeseen circumstances, please make sure 

you check regularly to make sure you are up to date with school events.  

Event changes will appear in red.  
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Widcombe Junior 

School Choral Concert  
 

Featuring: 

 Widcombe Juniors Afterschool Choir 

 Widcombe Juniors Boys’ Choir 

 Widcombe Juniors Girls’ Choir 

 Widcombe Parent and Staff Choir 

At Hayesfield Upper School 

on Friday 25th March 7.30-8.30pm  

 

 Tickets available via Parentmail  

Price: £4 Adults, £1 Children 



 



 



 


