
Claude Monet 



Who was Monet?

Claude Monet was born in Paris in 1840. He demonstrated 
great artistic talent from an early age. 

After being taught how to use oil paints by a French 
painter called, Eugéne Boudin, Monet met fellow painters in 
Paris and together experimented with painting the effects 
of light while working outside. 

In the 1860s, the painters exhibited their work and 
impressionism was born. 

The name ‘impressionism’ comes from a painting Monet 
exhibited called ‘Impression, Sunrise’. 



Impressionists 

As well as painting landscapes, impressionists painted 
everyday scenes. 

Impressionists did not want to paint a realistic 
picture but an ‘impression’ of what they could see.

These artists used thick layers of paint and fast 
brushstrokes. 

Before this movement, artists usually painted in a 
studio and created perfect landscape scenes.



Water Lilies 
Monet settled in Giverny, France. 

While he lived there, he spent 
many hours painting the water lilies 
and the bridge in his water garden.

Huge paintings of the water lilies 
were displayed in a purpose-built, 
curved room at Musée de 
l’Orangerie, an art gallery in Paris. 
Monet attempted the reflection of 
the light on the water.



Weeping Willow

During the First World 
War, Monet painted a 
series of weeping willow 
trees to represent fallen 
French soldiers. 



Changing Light

Monet often painted the same 
scene many times, to capture 
the changing light and seasons. 

Look at the pictures of 
the haystack paintings.

How does the changing light affect 
the feel of the paintings? Do you 
think they identify a season?



Houses of Parliament 

Another piece of Monet's’ work. Have a look at the colour changes and how it 
changes the exact same picture.



Task 
Have a go at picking a piece of Monet’s art to paint. The haystacks which you
will have seen in a previous slide and on this slide are a good painting to try as
you can do a lot with the colours. However, if you want to research a piece of
his art or have one in mind already give it a go.

Your task is to create a piece of art which illustrates either autumn or winter.
Think about the colours that you can use, the light and the weather associated
with that time.

If you want to try a painting that has lots of flowers and colours, for example,
the water lilies, think would all those colours be there in the winter months?
What colours could you use instead?

Important: if you don’t have any paints that you can use, using colouring
pencils or oil pastels will create a fantastic picture as well. Another tip is
if you don’t have a big selection of paintbrushes, using your finger tips
works really well. Get creative!


