
Lesson 1

Explanation Texts
LO: To understand the features of an explanation 
text.



What is an explanation text?



Features of an explanation text
Title- This is very important as it tells the 
reader exactly what the text is going to be 

about.  
e.g. ALL ABOUT UNICORNS

Strong opening statement- This is 
important as it gives the reader a quick 

summary of what they will find out in the 
text. 

e.g. If you want to know all about unicorns 
and how they get their magic, read on.

Picture/diagram- This is useful as it 
gives the reader a better 

understanding about what you are 
writing. 

e.g.  Unicorn’s magical horn 

Subheadings – These tell the reader what 
you will be talking about in each section of 

your writing. These are sometimes written as 
a question… 

e.g. Why are unicorns magic? 
Real or myth? 

Features of a unicorn.



Features of an explanation text 
continued…

Conclusion- This should be a sentence or 
short paragraph which brings your writing 

to a close. 
e.g. Has this given you the evidence you 

need to believe? When you’re next out see 
if you can see the sparkles shimmering in 

the night sky.

Interesting conjunctions- these are used to 
link your ideas.  

e.g. and, because, however, for, but, so, firstly, 
finally, secondly, next, after, following this. 

Topic vocabulary- This is important as it 
gives the reader an deeper understanding on 
the subject that you are talking about. You 

may even choose to use parenthesis to explain 
further. 

e.g. in this case topic vocabulary would include: 
Rainbow, sparkles, magical, sprinkles, spiraling 

horn, mythological. 



This is an explanation text on recycling glass 
bottles. You can find your own copy of this in 
the document named ‘Explanation Texts 
Activity 1’.  

Using the instructions below, you need to 
identify all of the features of an explanation 
text: 

1. Circle the title in red.  
2. Underline subheadings in green. 
3. Highlight the opening statement in yellow. 
4. Circle the concluding statement in blue. 
5. Draw a purple arrow pointing to the 

picture/diagram.  
6. Underline conjunctions in pink. 
7. Identify the topic vocabulary used circle in 

orange. 



Answers: How 
did you get on?



Lesson 2

Explanation Texts
LO: To research eco-homes in preparation for 

writing my own explanation text.



Eco-homes

Elements of an Eco Home 
• High levels of insulation 
• Airtight to reduce heat loss 
• Good levels of daylight 
• Double or triple glazed windows 
• Air conditioning to manage over heating 
• Heating and hot water from a renewable 

source e.g. solar 
• Natural materials- avoid plastic! 
• Rainwater harvesting. 
• Vegetable patch/ allotment for harvesting 

own food.  
• Solar panels/ wind turbines for electricity 

Here is an example of some research I have done on the different elements of an 
Eco home- notice how I have used bullet points which I will later be able to turn 

into full sentences! I also found an image that I liked which I could use in my 
explanation text!



Subheadings
Before you start you research, it is a good idea to think of some sub headings or 
questions about eco-homes.  
This will help you focus your research! If you are not sure about what questions to 
research I have written some to get you started below! 

What are the features of an eco-

home?

What can solar panels 
do?

Are eco-homes expensive?

Do eco-homes use electricity?

How does an eco-home stay 
warm in the winter?

What materials are eco-homes built 

with?



Research…

https://www.nsbrc.co.uk/news/the-7-best-features-of-an-eco-friendly-home/  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7l0caaHWobo  

https://www.thegreenage.co.uk/eco-homes-what-are-they-and-how-do-they-work/  

It is time to do some research of your own:  
• Try to think about the subheadings you want in your writing.  
• You will need 2-3 subheadings.  
• Below are some websites and videos which will help you start your research 

but feel free to do some research of your own!  
• Make notes on the things that interest you as these will be really useful 

when you come to write your own explanation text!  
• You can use information from my research if you would like to. 

https://www.nsbrc.co.uk/news/the-7-best-features-of-an-eco-friendly-home/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7l0caaHWobo
https://www.thegreenage.co.uk/eco-homes-what-are-they-and-how-do-they-work/


Lesson 3

Explanation Texts
LO: To plan my own explanation text on eco-

homes.



Planning

Whilst it might seem tempting to skip this step, planning is crucial whenever you 
start a piece of writing.  

For this lesson you will need a piece of plain A4 paper and a pencil.  



For your plan you do not yet need to think 
about writing full sentences. You just need 
to mark out what your piece of writing will 
look like.  

This is an example of a plan I came up 
with. I roughly sketched out what the main 
title would look like and I have written 
where each of my subheadings will be. I 
have also left space for where I would like 
to put in some pictures/diagrams! 



If you feel confident getting started with 
your planning you can now start but if you 
feel like you aren’t sure you can use the 

‘Explanation Text Planning’ document to help 
you form your plan!  

Remember you can also look at the example 
text from lesson 1 to help with your 

structuring.  



Lesson 4

Explanation Texts
LO: To write my own explanation text on eco-

homes. 



Example of opening statement…

It is said that eco-homes are the future and lots do look 
very futuristic because of their amazing solar panels and 
wind turbines. This poster will explain more about the 
features of eco-homes as well as if they are cost effective. 

In my example here I have already began to tick off some of 
those features of an explanation text that we looked at in 

lesson 1. Can you identify them?



It is said that eco-homes are the future and lots do look very 
futuristic because of their amazing solar panels and wind turbines. 
This poster will explain more about the features of eco-homes as 
well as if they are cost effective.  

Topic vocabulary 

Conjunctions

Opening Statement 



Have you used… Tick

Title

Sub-headings

Conjunctions 

Pictures/diagrams (either drawn or printed out) 

Strong opening statement

Topic Vocabulary 

Conclusion 

Capital Letters/ correct punctuation

Interesting adjectives/adverbs/verbs e.g. NOT ‘nice’ 
‘nicely’ ‘good’

Parenthesis

You can find this table in the 
“lesson 4- writing an 
explanation text” document.  
Print this out and you can use it 
to check off the features as you 
use them.  

I have added some other things 
to the list in blue which I would 
expect to also see in your 
writing.  

‘Parenthesis’ which you have 
just done in SPAG is an extra 
bonus! 



Time to start writing!  
If you feel like you need some extra support with sentence starters etc. you 

can find this in the “Writing support” document!    
You do not need to try and finish this in one day it should take you two days 

to finish this piece of writing.  


