
Widcombe Church of England Junior School 

Tel: 01225 310139 

Email: office@widcombejuniorschool.com 

30th September 

2022  

Term 1 

Week 4 

Notices 

Harvest  

Festival Food-

bank 

Collection 
If you are able to  

donate to our harvest 

foodbank collection 

please see the list be-

low for items in par-

ticular need:  

 

Milk (UHT) 

Long Life Juice 

Chocolate 

Sponge Pudding 

Vegetarian  

Tinned Meals 

Mash (instant) 

Pet Food 

Shampoo 

Deodorant 

Shower Gel 

Laundry Detergent  

 

Donations can be 

handed to your child 

or dropped off at the 

school hall on the 

morning of Friday 7th 

October, thank you for 

your support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week has been a busy one with lots of exciting things happen-

ing: trips, visits to school, fixtures and an Open Morning to name a 

few. 

 

 I have had the pleasure of being able to observe Maths lessons in 

various year groups and I have been really impressed with the level 

of engagement in classrooms – a great sign that children have settled 

into their new classes and that there is some excellent learning hap-

pening!  

 

A reminder that next Friday is our Harvest Festival at St Matt’s 

Church. The service will start at 2pm and will last between 30 – 45 

minutes. This is the first opportunity this academic year to gather as 

a school community and I hope to see lots of you there. The children 

have been busy rehearsing songs and individual class items ready to 

share next week. 

 

Parents’ Evenings will take place during the week beginning 17th Oc-

tober. This will be an opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and 

discuss their progress alongside being able to take a look at their 

books. You will be able to book a 10-minute slot between 3:30pm and 

6pm on one of the provided dates. Booking details will be shared via 

Parentmail. 

Our Open Morning was a success on Monday and it was lovely to 

welcome prospective parents to our school. Our new School Council 

did a wonderful job in touring the adults around the school and giv-

ing them an honest account of life at WJS. On a similar note, we also 

had two visitors into school on Wednesday both of whom spent time 

talking to children about their experiences at school. Both of our visi-

tors were really impressed with how articulate the children were and 

how positive they were when talking about the school. 

 

 

Year 

Group 

Dates 

3 Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th 

4  Tuesday 18th and Wednesday 19th   

5 Tuesday 18th and Wednesday 19th 

6 Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th 



 

 

Another reminder regarding punctuality. If your child is late to school, an adult must accompa-

ny them to the school office to sign them in.  

Take care and enjoy your weekend. 

Aaron Harley 

Gym Sessions in Year 3 
Over the next 4 weeks, all Y3 children will be benefitting from the expert input of the Basker-

villes gym coaches. This Monday was the first session and they were taught how to use a 

springboard to mount a vault, practised forward and backward rolls, and got to challenge them-

selves on the wall bars. They all absolutely loved it and we can't wait until next week!   

 

Year 3 Walk 
Today, Year 3 went on a Walking Tour of Bath as part of their Explorers topic. Next week, we'll 

be writing persuasive letters to convince someone to come to Bath so what better than getting 

out there and seeing first-hand some of the places we'll be talking about!  

 

We had a lovely few hours looking at various iconic Bath landmarks, including Pulteney Bridge, 

Bath Abbey, the Roman Baths, The Circus and The Royal Crescent, and learned many interest-

ing facts. Next time you're in town, how about asking your child to act as a Tour Guide and 

show you some of the places we visited? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also had the wonderful opportunity of visiting the Mayor's Parlour and meeting the 

795th Mayor of Bath. He did a fantastic job of telling the children about the role of Mayor and 

showing many of the fascinating objects on display.  



Library News 
 

Librarians 

Each year, we appoint a librarian from each class. There are so many keen library-goers and 

many children put themselves forward for the role -  thank you to you all and please come and 

get involved in the library as much as you like, whether you are a librarian or not! 

 

We are delighted to announce that our school librarians this year are: Nina, Georgina, Connie, 

Jake, Norah, Althea, Rex, Skylar and Lily P. Looking forward to seeing you together at our first 

meeting of the year next week! 

 

Year 3 Book Giveaway! 

Last week, it was lovely to invite all the children from Year 3 into the hall for them to choose a 

book to take home and keep! We had a really good selection of second-hand books for them to 

browse and everyone seemed excited about choosing a book to keep. Happy reading Year 3! 

 

The Bath Children’s Literature Festival 

The festival is in full swing this week, and we were lucky to be at their opening event last Fri-

day, with the truly awesome Michael Rosen! We had front row seats at the packed event at The 

Forum – and our children loved hearing Michael Rosen telling stories about his childhood and 

getting everyone to join in with some of his best-loved poems. So many children knew them off 

by heart! It was a really wonderful afternoon with such an inspirational and iconic children’s 

author and poet. 

 

On Tuesday, we headed off to The Guildhall to see Louie Stowell tell us all about her fantastic 

series, Loki: A Bad God’s Guide to Being Good, which is very loosely based on characters from 

Norse Mythology. The children loved being shown how to draw Louie’s characters, inventing 

a character of their own and asking lots of questions about being an author.  

 

Thank you to everyone who ordered a copy of a signed book at the events, Mr Bs will be 

supplying them to school and they will be given out to your child as soon as we receive 

them – they are due to arrive in school early next week! 

 

European Day of Languages 
 

It was European Day of Languages this 

week and Y3 have been doing to number 

of things to celebrate the French language, 

including starting to learn the names of 

different foods in order to play Bingo and 

a shopping game, and following a step-by-

step guide to drawing the iconic Eiffel 

Tower.  



Date Time Event 

Friday 7th October  2.00pm 
Harvest Festival Celebration at St Matthews 

Church, with foodbank  

Collection for Trussell Trust 

 

Monday 10th October  - Friday 

14th October 

 Year 6 Camp  

Monday 17th October - Friday 

21st October  

 Sports Week  

Monday 17th October - Friday 

20th October  

 Parent’s Evenings more details to follow 

Wednesday 19th October Afternoon Flu Vaccinations for Children 

Friday 21st October   Last Day of Term 1 

Monday 31st October   INSET Day 

Tuesday 1st November  First Day of Term 2 

Year 3 Swimming starts  - details to follow 

Friday 4th November 9.00am Year 6 Assembly to Parents 

Monday 7th November   Year 3 Swimming  continues — details to fol-

low 

Friday 11th November 9.00am Comets Assembly to Parents  

Dates for your Diary 
Every week we will update this section with upcoming events, sometimes event dates may 

change due to changes to COVID guidelines and unforeseen circumstances, please make sure 

you check regularly to make sure you  are up to date with school events.  

Event changes will appear in red.  

 



                                                                                                                                

Hello from Widcombe Schools PTA  

and a special welcome to new parents 

 
 

 

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Widcombe Schools Parent Teacher Association (PTA) exists to raise addi-
tional funds for both Widcombe Infant and Junior Schools, paying for things 
like new books and equipment, as well as encouraging a sense of community 
for parents and staff through events and activities. We will be in touch 
throughout the year via Parentmail and through link parents and class reps. 
Everyone associated with the school is automatically a member, including 
new parents – there are no membership fees! 
Last year we raised more than £18,000, well over our usual annual target of 
£15,000. This will make a huge difference to the children’s school experi-
ence. THANK YOU to all our supporters. 
 

Annual General Meeting 
We will hold our Annual General Meeting by Zoom at 8pm on Tuesday 18th 
October and all parents are welcome. All three officer positions on the PTA 
committee are up for election every year: Chair, Secretary and Treasurer. If 
you are interested in a role on the committee, please email us at wjsp-
ta@palladianacademytrust.com or contact the current Chair Ed Knollys on 
07968 249749 to hear more. 

Information for new parents 
We have a number of events and activities throughout the year. 
This includes mufti days (when your child can wear their own 
clothes to school). Last year we also ran a second-hand sale with 
our Green Team, a pyjamas/movie afternoon, a Christmas Market 
and a big Summer Fair. We always need volunteers to help organ-
ise things, so do contact us if you would like to get involved: wjsp-
ta@palladianacademytrust.com  
…and PLEASE sign up to EasyFundraising and Amazon Smile (see 

Bath Half Marathon – 16th October 

Our first big fundraising activity of the year is the Bath Half Marathon on 
the 16th October. We have a team running to raise funds for the PTA. 
Watch out for more info and come along to support them on the day. 
You can sponsor our runners at: https://
widcombejuniorschool.enthuse.com/pf/bath-half-2022 

mailto:wjspta@palladianacademytrust.com
mailto:wjspta@palladianacademytrust.com
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We are a registered charity, number 1143206 

 

Volunteering – we always need people to volunteer to help organise and run activities 

and events. If you would like to help, please contact us at wjspta@palladianacademytrust.com. 
We have a WhatsApp group for people who want to be more closely involved so let us know if 
you would like to be added. Joining this group doesn’t commit you to anything…it’s just a good 
way to keep in touch and get involved if you can. 

 

Enthuse is our main fundraising site – you can make one-off payments here, including for 

events like mufti days, or sign up for regular payments if you prefer, including Gift Aid if appro-
priate. 

https://widcombejuniorschool.enthuse.com/profile 

 

Easyfundraising is an incredibly easy way to contribute without costing you anything! 

Sign up once to Easyfundraising, choose Widcombe Schools PTA as your nominated charity, and 
then every time you make a purchase at 1000s of online shops including major retailers like John 
Lewis and Sainsburys, holiday companies and even some banks and insurance companies, a 
small donation is made by the company at no cost to you. You can even download a donation 
reminder app that automatically spots whether a retailer is signed up and gives you a one-click 
reminder to register a donation. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?
invite=znfqo3&char=25835&referral-campaign=c2s&utm_source=refsharebox  

 

Amazon Smile – Amazon isn’t on Easyfundraising, but its own is Smile Amazon – 

again, you just need to sign on once and choose Widcombe Schools PTA as your nominated 
charity, and then every time you buy anything via the Smile Amazon portal (which is identical to 
Amazon) a small donation is made by Amazon at no extra cost to you.  

https://smile.amazon.co.uk 

 

Finally, the School Lottery…(see next page) 

Widcombe Schools PTA  

Chair: Edmund Knollys 

Secretary: (Vacant) 

Treasurer: Peter Oldham 

Ways you can help to support the PTA 
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