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Notices 

 

Happy 

Half-Term! 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I cannot quiet believe that we are at the end of the first term of the new 

academic year already. The past seven weeks have flown by – I think 

partly due to the fact that it has been jam-packed with exciting things 

happening in school. I do hope you found your Parents’ Evening valu-

able and a good opportunity to hear how your child has settled into 

the new school year. 

 

As you are aware, it has been Sports Week in school and a huge thank 

you needs to go to Mr.Dorrans who put a huge amount of effort into 

pulling the week together.  Sports Week seems to get bigger and better 

each year and the children have been truly spoilt with the range of 

sports/activities offered this time around. We were also privileged to 

have a number of visitors who kick-started each day with an assembly 

about their career in sport. For the first time, we were able to include a 

trip within our Sports Week. Year 5 and Year 6 visited the University 

of Bath and experienced the facilities on offer there. As ever, Wid-

combe Championship Day (WCD) was a huge success and a big well 

done to Simmonds who were the overall winners. The second WCD is 

planned for the first week in December and we are looking forward to 

this already. If you are not doing so already, do check out the school 

Twitter account @WJS_Bath for some photos from throughout the 

week.  

 

Attached to the newsletter is the Head’s Report for the PTA. This is al-

so available on the school website. We had a great AGM on Tuesday 

night and I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank eve-

rybody involved in the PTA for your efforts last year. We are incredi-

bly lucky to have parents who are so com-

mitted to raising funds for the benefit of the 

whole school community. A prime example 

of this was the support for our half marathon 

runners and those of you who attended the 

marathon café. Additionally, a huge thank 

you to everybody who has supported the 

PTA’s initiatives. I am delighted to announce 

that an incredible £8,500 was raised for the 

Junior school last year and this will directly 

benefit every child in school. I am looking 

forward to be able to continue to support the efforts of the PTA and 

specifically to more opportunities to bring the whole school communi-

ty together. 

 

 



One final matter that arose at the Link Parent meeting was the school reward system so below I 

have outlined the rewards that the school use. There is an emphasis on celebrating positive be-

haviour and particularly the children that either go above and beyond or consistently demon-

strate our school values.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As in previous years, I will be running a children’s competition to design our school Christmas 

card. Please use the template overleaf and return by Friday 4th November. This might be a nice 

thing to do during half term. The theme for this year is, ‘What Christmas means to me.’ Please 

ensure to read the instructions on the leaflet. There will be prizes for the winners and these will 

be announced on the 11th December during our assembly.  

 

I hope you all have a lovely half term with whatever it is you have planned and I hope that 

your children come back to school rested. In some personal news, I am delighted to announce 

that my wife and I are expecting baby number two in December so therefore I will be spending 

the majority of half term getting prepared for this. This will mean that I will be away from 

school for two weeks (most likely at the beginning of January) but I will communicate this in 

due course.  

Aaron Harley, Head of School   

Reward Details 

Recognition Board Each classroom has a Recognition Board and a specific                 

focus which may change on a daily/ weekly basis. 

Children will be placed on Recognition Board if they are 

demonstrating the desired target 

Hot Chocolate Friday One child from each class is selected to have hot chocolate 

with Head of School on a Friday. 

This is for someone who has demonstrated consistently 

great behaviour and attitude throughout the whole week. 

Positive Praise Card A postcard that is sent home to celebrate an individual 

moment/achievement. This can be awarded by any mem-

ber of staff. 

Magic Moments A teacher may wish to send a child to the Head of School 

to celebrate a piece of work or achievement. 

Phone call home An adult in school may phone home to share positive ex-

periences/achievements in school. 

Celebration Tea One child per class per term will be nominated for a Cele-

bration Tea. Their parents will be invited in for drinks 

and biscuit while a certificate and medal is presented. 

This is awarded for children who consistently go above 

and beyond and epitomise the school values. 

Termly Team Reward Each long term, the houses that have accumulated the 

most reward points throughout the term will have a treat. 

Previous treats have included visiting the cinema, going 

bowling or having a circus skills session. 



 

Name ………………………………….                          Class ………………………………..

Widcombe Junior School Christmas Card Competition 

Mr Harley is running a competition to design our school’s Christmas Card. He would like a 

colourful design based on ‘ A Widcombe Christmas  ’, submitted on the template below.   

Designs can be landscape or portrait in paint or felt tip. No glitter or collage please.  



 Sports Week 

We’ve had a fantastic Sports Week filled with dance, football, tag rugby, gym and cricket work-

shops—something for everyone to have a go at! We also enjoyed daily assemblies from student 

athletes, a British skeleton athlete, 80-year-old elite rowers and sports coaches. A high point of 

the week was the year 5 and 6 trip to The University of Bath Sports Village to see their amazing 

facilities and practise skills in their massive sports hall! A special mention goes to the staff team 

who walked a combined total of 500km. Thank you so much to everyone who gave up their time 

to share their experiences and help make things happen, and to Mr Dorrans for a great week!  



Library News 

Author Visit for Year 5 – Helena Duggan 

We are thrilled that Helena Duggan, the best-selling author of A Place Called 

Perfect series, will be visiting our school to talk to Year 5 on Wednesday 9th No-

vember. She will be telling us all about her new eco-adventure book, The Light 

Thieves… The earth has shifted on its axis and a mysterious dark mark has ap-

peared on the sun - the whole world is in peril! Billionaire tech genius Howard 

Hansom has a plan... Who would you trust to save the world...a boy or a bil-

lionaire? Mr B’s Emporium of Reading Delights will be supplying us with 

books for the event, so if you would like to buy a signed copy of the book, 

please pay via parentmail by Monday 7th November. We will be getting copies 

for the library, too! 

 

New books in the library 

A lovely new selection of books has just arrived in the library this week – lots of ones recommend-

ed by children and some of the latest titles from our favourite authors. There is still a queue of chil-

dren wanting to borrow the Loki: A Bad God’s Guide to Being Good books and we now have more 

copies! 

 

Reading in Unusual Places Competition 

Our library club is running a library competition – hand in your photos of reading in an unusual 

place (up a tree, in the woods, in a den..) we’d love to see them! Closing date 4th November. 

WJS Poppy Wreath  
 

As part of our Remembrance activities at WJS we create a large poppy wreath made up of flow-

ers designed by the children. We would love as many children as possible to take part and have 

included a template to be decorated in bright red paint, colouring pens or pencils. They can be 

patterned or plain. No glitter or collage please.  If you do not have access to a printer at home, 

please ask your child to draw their poppy using the template below as a guide. Please hand into 

the school office on Tuesday 1st November.  

School Band  
 

Jon Gore, an ex-Widcombe parent, came in to assembly to make some music and tell everyone 

about a school band.  It's is open to anyone, any age, any level, on any instrument, as long as they 

can practise during the week - we have people who have been playing for 4 years alongside peo-

ple who can only play 4 notes!  We rehearse in the Ralph Allen music rooms every Monday even-

ing from 5.45-7.15pm and then perform every few months on tours to other schools, busking in 

town, and rather excitingly Bath Rugby have asked us to play at the Rec as people arrive to watch 

a match. 

 

If you're interested in joining, or just coming along to try out a rehearsal, please contact 

Jon Gore at JonLGore@gmail.com 



Date Time Event 

Friday 21st October   Last Day of Term 1 

Monday 31st October   INSET Day 

Tuesday 1st November  First Day of Term 2 

Year 3 Swimming Week 1 

Friday 4th November 9.00am Year 6 Assembly to Parents 

Monday 7th November   Year  3 Swimming Week 2 

Wednesday 9th November  Author Visit Year 5  

Friday 11th November  9.00am Comets Assembly to Parents 

Wednesday 16th November   Children’s Photographs  

Dates for your Diary 
Every week we will update this section with upcoming events, sometimes event dates may 

change due to changes to COVID guidelines and unforeseen circumstances, please make sure 

you check regularly to make sure you  are up to date with school events.  

Event changes will appear in red.  

 

E-mail Reasons 
School Office: 

WJS-Office@PalladianAcademyTrust.com 

General enquires 

Absence (including appointments/lateness) 

Class teacher: 

WJS-Galaxy@PalladianAcademyTrust.com 

(for example) 

Class specific enquires 

Child specific enquires 

messages including pick-up arrangements 

Head of School: 

a.harley@PalladianAcademyTrust.com 

  

Raising a concern 

Enquiry that cannot be 

resolved by the classteacher 

Email Addresses 

mailto:WJS-Office@PalladianAcademyTrust.com
mailto:WJS-Galaxy@PalladianAcademyTrust.com
mailto:a.harley@PalladianAcademyTrust.com




WJS Remembrance Day Tribute 

Over half term please encourage your child to design and colour a red poppy which can be add-

ed to our whole school collection and displayed in a tribute on the school sign on Pulteney Road 

during the first week back in Term 2. 

These will laminated, so bright red paint, colouring pens or pencils will be perfect, no glitter or 

collage please. If you do not have access to a printer at home, please ask your child to draw their 

poppy using the template below as a guide. Please hand into the school office. 


