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Dear parents, carers and friends,

Welcome to our summer newsletter - keeping you up to date with developments and events in the Palladian
Academy Trust. 

Introduction
In our summer newsletter we are delighted to share news of the exciting events pupils and students across the Palladian
Academy Trust schools have been involved in.  This has given our pupils and students the opportunity to extend their
interests and talent as well as work with peers and different age groups from other PAT schools.  It has been a pleasure to
see so many pupils and students demonstrating the different aspects of our Palladian Promise, including being a positive
role model to others, offering leadership, adopting a healthy and active lifestyle, performing or presenting to an audience,
showing resilience and grit in the face of difficulty, and helping the learning of others.

Thank you to all parents and carers who have supported your children in these events and we hope you have been as
proud of them as we have. We look forward to the summer events and further events next year.

Alison Watts, Headteacher of Widcombe Infant School
 

NEWS
STEM Learning (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths) 
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Children, staff and parents across the Trust enjoyed two evenings of STEM celebrations at Ralph Allen School last term;
one for EYFS/KS1 and one for KS2/KS3. Representatives from each year group in every school attended (Years 7, 8 and 9
at from Ralph Allen School) and they did a super job at showcasing the fantastic learning from their year group. Well done
and thank you to all the pupils and students who took part.

The celebration events followed a week of learning in each school focused around the STEM subjects, Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths around the theme of ‘journeys’. Learning ranged from finding out about reflective materials and
when these might come in useful, to building bridges and making things fly. All the children engaged really well with the
topic and produced some excellent work.

'It was really exciting to welcome young scientists from throughout the PAT to Ralph Allen School, joining together to share
knowledge and enthusiasms.  Thanks to the staff who made this possible, and especially to Claire McMurtry, Headteacher
of Oldfield Park Infant School, for her leadership and coordination. Many of our students will have futures in STEM and
STEAM in the future, we know, and it's possible that these two evenings will help them on their way towards this.' Tim
Withers, CEO

Pictured: pupils and students at the STEM celebration events

 

Orchestra Day

This was a wonderful opportunity for pupils and students, Years 3 - 9, who play an instrument to join together as a PAT
orchestra. Under the direction of Karen Randall, Curriculum Team Leader for Music, at Ralph Allen School pupils learnt
Rondo by Purcell, Theme from the New World by Dvořák, Hall of the Mountain King by Grieg and the theme music from
Pirates of the Caribbean. Parents of pupils involved in the event attended a performance at the end of the day. Thank you
to Karen Randall, Widcombe Junior CofE School for hosting and to all pupils and students who worked to put on such a
fantastic performance.



Pictured: pupils and students performing at the Orchestra Day

'Seeing it my way' exhibition celebrating artists with Autism

 

The exhibition of art by children and adults with autism held in Bath during Autism Awareness Week (1 - 7 April) was
sparked by an idea from Seb Potts, aged 8, a pupil at the Margaret Coates Centre in Bath. Team Leader, Michael Bogg,
worked with others to coordinate an exhibition that demonstrates that art is a powerful and creative means of expression.



Pictured: Michael Bogg with pupils from the Margaret Coates Centre

Michael Bogg said, 'It was a wonderful event that brought together a wide range of services and schools. Seeing the pride
of the artists and their families in showing their work and also the confidence they gained from this experience was a real
pleasure.  I hope that this is the first annual event providing the opportunity to showcase some truly remarkable artists to
the city of Bath and beyond.'

Tim Withers, CEO, visited the exhibition and hugely enjoyed the work on display.

Pictured: Pupils' artwork

Autism is a lifelong disability, which affects how people communicate and interact with the world. There are over 700,000
children and adults in the UK with autism, with around three million family members and carers. Autism Awareness Week is
a time to celebrate and support diversity, call out discrimination and commit to enabling those with autism in our
communities to realise their full potential.

Ralph Allen School - Time Capsule



Students from the Palladian Academy Trust (senior students from Ralph Allen School and a current Year 6 pupil at Combe
Down Primary School)  buried a time capsule at the site of the new dining hall building project, with objects and
information from each school in the Trust.

Work began on the building project last year and the new dining hall is is due for completion in June 2019. The architect is
Fergus Feilden, former Ralph Allen Senior student and it is his fifth project in collaboration with the school.

The £2m project is funded by a capital bid.  It should seat 483 pupils and staff. This could enable the school to revert to
two sittings and a timetabled lunch, and thus broaden the lunchtime clubs offer. Students have had input into the design of
the building and the furniture, working alongside Catering Manager Debbie Ovens and her deputy Mel Tavener.

Andy Greenhough, Headteacher Ralph Allen said; ‘How lovely to have a beautiful dining hall for all who attend Ralph Allen.
Marking such a moment in time is always an auspicious occasion, and what better way than to share this moment with our
PAT colleagues, students of Ralph Allen and our amazing catering team. I wanted to hit it with a bottle of champagne but
we will settle for a time capsule.This symbolic act brings together colleagues and children from our growing educational



Trust and is a gesture of confidence in our present and our future, as well as a mini-celebration of the resources and
spaces that are available to all students in the group.’

Tim Withers, CEO commented, ‘It’s not only a very exciting development for Ralph Allen School, the dining hall is also our
first PAT building project.'

The time capsule will be uncovered in 20 years’ time to coincide with the 80th year of Ralph Allen School.

Pictured above (L-R): Ralph Allen Senior Students & Combe Down student with staff from Ralph Allen, PAT, Feilden Fowles
Architect team and Mealings, 

PAT PE update

 
The PAT PE Leaders in each school meet regularly under the leadership of Mark Gunning in order to promote and develop
PE across the Palladian Academy Trust.

Pictured above (L-R): Joe Newman (OPJS), Chris Walker (WJS), Chris Bentley Taylor (SPPS), Harriet Franklin Adams (SMGPS), Bea Hotchkiss (WIS), Tracy

Thompson (CDPS), Sophia Capetti (OPIS)  and Mark Gunning (PAT School Sports Coordinator)

New Age Kurling

Just before Easter Year 5 and 6 pupils from St Martin’s Garden Primary School were invited by St Phillip's Primary School to
join them for an after school friendly game of New Age Kurling.  This sport is a form of the original curling game but
adapted so that it can be played indoors on any smooth, flat surface, such as a sports hall.  It is a very accessible sport for
children of infant and junior school age.  Kurling engaged the children across a series of fun mini matches where they
enjoyed working on their aim and accuracy to get their 'stones' on to the house (the mat), or even the 'button' (centre of
the target). 

Pictured above: pupils from St Martin's Garden and St Philip's Primary Schools



Mixed football

Oldfield Park Junior School, Widcombe CofE Junior School and Combe Down Primary School participated in a mixed football
tournament on Mon 4 March at Odd Down Playing fields with PAT member of staff Jon Parry and football coaches Andy
Ebdon and Wilson Skyrme.

Pictured above: pupils from Oldfield Park Junior, Combe Down and Widcombe CofE Junior Schools

PAT Football team

Pictured above: the PAT team 

Our first ever PAT football team, selected from 280 Year 6 pupils, played their first match against Moorlands Federation. It
was a tight match with a final score of 2-2 reflecting the two very good teams. Our boys were absolutely awesome in both
their play and attitudes. We are looking forward to more matches both for football and other sports for boys, girls and
mixed teams.

Dance Umbrella 2019

 
All PAT primary schools participated in the annual Dance Umbrella Festival with a wide range of dances and it was great
that many PAT schools performed on the same night so were able to enjoy each other’s dances.



 

 



Upcoming events

 
Open Mic Night

If your child loves to perform (sing, dance, play an instrument, act, recite a poem), we have an Open Mic Night 4–5 pm on Wed

12 June at Widcombe CofE Junior School. This is a chance for your child to share their talents and enjoy performing to an audience.

This is open to all PAT pupils and students from 4-18 years old. The timing guidance for the performance piece is around

three minutes. The performance does not need to be at a particular grade, but needs to be a finished piece that they can perform

on their own. Parents of the children involved are very welcome to attend and must attend if your child is currently Year 6 or below.

If you would like your child to participate or you have any questions, please email

alison_watts@widcombeinfants.bathnes.sch.uk We will send a confirmation email on Friday 7 June.

One Night at the Palladian

Following the success of this event last year, parents are invited to a special evening - 6.30pm at The Forum at 6.30pm on Thurs 27

June 2019,  celebrating the arts within the Palladian Academy Trust.

This is such a special event as the whole Trust community join together to celebrate our pupils. Not only will individual schools

perform, there will joint acts to reflect our spirit of collaboration. Art work from each school will also be on display in the foyer – a

real treat!

Tickets will be distributed fairly between all schools with one ticket per performer at a cost of £5 each. Seating will be unallocated.

Each  school will have a number of spare tickets to reflect the number of performers taking part.

Your child’s school will inform you of their contribution to the evening and whether your child is participating. Each school will make

their own arrangements for selling tickets for this fantastic event.

The following day is an INSET day for all PAT schools, which will allow the pupils and students time to recover from the evening.

Look out for photographs of One Night at the Palladian in the autumn newsletter.

mailto:alison_watts@widcombeinfants.bathnes.sch.uk


Message from Tim Withers, CEO

We are proud of all of the many wonderful opportunities the teams have provided for our young people to become involved
in, both across the schools and in the community, as you can see. We look forward to those yet to come, particularly One
Night at The Palladian, which will showcase our spirit of togetherness and is sure to be a stand-out, vibrant event.

Behind the scenes, we have been working together as a PAT staff team to define and work on our equalities objectives as
a group of schools to complement the great work that already goes on. This will be an ongoing piece of work. This is also
true of our four network groups who comprise of staff from across the schools, meeting and working collaboratively on
plans for Pupil Premium, English, Maths and SEND.
 
We are also looking forward to our next PAT INSET day on Fri 28 June, when we welcome Roy Leighton, of Independent
Thinking, as our visiting speaker. He is one of the most inspiring speakers in education today, not only because of the
genuinely useful and practical nature of his advice for schools but also because he talks to an audience as real life, living,
loving human beings. Or, in the words of one delegate recently: ‘He should be bottled and consumed frequently!’
 

Roy has a major role in the BBC TV programme Confidence Lab and has worked in education for many years with the
whole range of sectors of the educational world from the disaffected to supremely able – that is for teachers as well as for
the children!

Here are the things we have achieved in our short time together as a Trust:
 

High quality INSET presenters, such as Hywel Roberts, Roy Leighton and Matthew Syed’s training organisation: Rob
Carpenter; two shared INSET days per year with very strong evaluations to date
Four networks in session for collaborations in: literacy, numeracy, Pupil Premium & SEN; further collaborative work
developing in areas such as equalities, EAL & Science
Two inspirational Science/STEM events in March which were very well attended and provided great enrichment
opportunities for students
Performing arts development with a chance to perform in Bath Forum: One Night at the Palladian, June 2018 – an
inspiring evening; arts Saturday morning events in Ralph Allen School annually in 2018 & 2019. Orchestra Day
Developing Sports Partnership, with dedicated staffing offering new opportunities to pupils and competition
Central approach to data informing Trust Board; PIRA & PUMA; ongoing updates and developments in 2019
BlueSky system for appraisal management, lesson observation and other functionality for staff training and
development
Headteachers’ ELT meetings several times each term, complemented by Strategic Mornings for longer term planning,
and chances to network informally; schedule developing for 2019 – 20
School to School Review Programme: very successful first phase, with two more triads planned for 2018 – 19,
supporting self-evaluation and Ofsted preparation
PAT is growing, with Winsley and Fitzmaurice Primary Schools set to join us later this year
A successful Teaching School bid with the Wellsway MAT, leading to launch in the summer of 2019. Focus in STEM,
amongst others, and opportunities to work with schools in Bristol, Wiltshire and South Gloucs, as well as those in
B&NES
Support with capital building bids to EFA; five bids successful in the group in the last round and three this time
Governors’ development evenings across the group which have been well received to date, with requests for more
chances to work collaboratively
The PAT group is being brought more closely together with strong Trust Development Plan, supported by Trust
Board, and built around solid, shared values and vision, arising primarily from discussions in January 2016; common
adoption of the Palladian Promise to students
Opportunities for networking & development with three church schools, with a fourth set to join, eg sharing



preparation for SIAMS work
Participation in our Initial Teacher Training cluster with Bath Spa University, with organisational support from PAT
senior leaders
The support of a developing Trust Board with a strong skill set, especially in the field of education
Meeting opportunities for chairs of governors in PAT schools – COGs meetings
An increasingly important voice in BANES, eg at School Standards Board, Trust Board information released on effects
of cuts, and replies to consultation
Catering tendering process resulting in continuity of provision; strong support in PAT for procurement
Central support in site development and Health & Safety, for example asbestos training 2018
All the informal good humour and strong relationships that have always been recognised within the group, which
contribute to wellbeing as well as effectiveness
Innovative teaching and learning projects, such as work on Higher Achieving Pupils, 2018
Very positive engagement with the Diocese of Bath and Wells
All the expertise of ten schools in close proximity is now being employed across the group, increasingly, to the benefit
of 3000+ learners in the area

A final word to our pupils and students - a huge well done to all those who completed SATs this term and our continued
support and encouragement to those in the midst of GCSE and A level exams. 

Thank you to Widcombe Infant School for compiling the newsletter.
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