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Term 1 

  - Wk 3 

Notices 

 

Water 

bottles 
Please ensure 

your child has a 

water bottle in 

school everyday.  

 

Our water 

 fountain is out 

of action due to 

COVID  

restrictions.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nut Free  

Please! 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The newsletter is being issued on Thursday because tomorrow is our PAT INSET 

Day. All staff will be on site – connecting remotely with our Trust colleagues.  

 Teaching support staff will be involved in the first of two sessions on 

‘Maximising the Practice of Teaching Assistants’ led by an external trainer 

and provider. 

 Non-teaching support staff will be receiving training, led by RM, on the 

Trust’s IT/communications developments 

 Teachers will be involved in various professional learning communities, 

which is one part of the Trust’s CPD offer 

We’re not only looking forward to this professional development, but also the 

benefits and impact it will have on our provision at WJS. 

 

This week, I’ve been able to spend more time in various lessons and been wholly 

impressed by the content, delivery and attitude of the children. I could see the 

benefits of our updated Behaviour Policy in action, ask your child about what they 

think about the changes we’ve made. There’s some fantastic work already been 

produced by the children, and what impressed me most was their conversation 

about the learning and new knowledge, already this term.  

 

Parents’ Evenings are scheduled for the week commencing 18th October. Thank 

you to those parents who responded to our online question about preferences for 

parents’ evening – in person or online. 179 families responded. The results are in: 

 

                                     

        

 

 

 

We want as many parents as possible to take up the opportunity to connect with 

their child’s class teacher/s, so have taken the decision to offer 1x evening of 

online appointments and 1x evening of in-person appointments. Next week, I’ll be 

able to communicate dates and arrangements for booking your allocated 10-

minute slot. 

 

It’s that time of the year when we request the annual £20 voluntary contribution 

from parents. We would be super grateful if as many families as possible were 

able to commit to this. It helps cover the costs of local trips, visitors and opportu-

nities for your child. This contribution can be made via ParentMail. Thank you. 

Online 46.9% 

In person 53.1% 

http://maximisingtas.co.uk/courses/maximising-the-practice-of-teaching-assistants.php


Finally, please familiarise yourselves with our ‘Pedagogical Principles’ below and what we be-

lieve contributes to highly effective teaching & learning. 

Have a lovely weekend; heading to Devon for some fresh air – and of course – Strictly Come 

Dancing! Miss Taylor 

At WJS, we believe highly effective teaching and 

learning is dependent on… 

  

Reflection 

 Children editing work 

 Verbal and written reflections on progress and out-

comes 

 Teachers reflecting on their own practice 

 Modelling and scaffolding how to reflect 

 Knowing skills and next steps 

  

Child-led opportunities 

 Children leading and teaching themselves and others 

 Collaborative learning 

 Pupils having a voice 

 Ownership in what is being taught 

  

Engagement 

 Inspiring hooks 

 Enthusiastic and passionate teachers 

 Purposeful and active learning 

 Variety of activities, input and content 

 New knowledge 

  

Relationships 

 Mutual levels of respect 

 Culture of trust and openness 

 Using others’ skills effectively to enhance the team 

 Creating positive, strong, caring and professional rela-

tionships between all members of the school communi-

ty 

  

Feedback 

 Regular written and oral 

 Personalised and differentiated 

 Opportunities to act on feedback 

 Next steps to inform and develop learning 

 Feedback to and from teachers and pupils 

  

Personalised learning 

 High challenge low threat activities 

 Scaffolding 

 Clear steps to success 

 Awareness of next steps 

 Variety of teaching styles 

 Differentiation 

 Building on prior knowledge 

  

An effective environment 

 Everything having a place 

 Learning resources accessible to children 

 Engaging and celebratory displays 

 Culture of respect and responsibility 

 A secure and safe space 

 All shared areas tidy and organised 

  

Effective questioning 

 Talk partners 

 Opportunities for disagreement and discussion 

 Planned higher order questions 

 Children both answering and asking 

 Encouraging explanation and reasoning 



Year 3 Bath Walk  
Year 3 had a fabulous trip looking around Bath as part of their theme of Explorers.  They learnt 

lots of weird and wonderful facts about the city.  Do you know why there is one yellow door in 

the Crescent, what famous landmark the Royal Circus shares the same diameter as, or maybe 

even where on the front of Bath Abbey you can see the clue to who had the dream of building 

such a fine landmark! Ask a year 3 for a fact they learnt! 

The children rounded of the trip with a lovely picnic below the ha-ha at the Royal Crescent. 

We would like to thank our wonderful team of parent volunteers who made this trip possible , 

it’s great to be able to welcome helpers back into the school!   

Word of the Week - Get excited about Words! 
To get children excited about words the whole school is taking part in ‘Word of the Week’ again 

this year.   

 

Each week we will be featuring an interesting word and setting a small associated word chal-

lenge for you and your child. The challenges are small spoken tasks that do not require pen or 

paper. They just need you and some talk time, so easy to do on the way home or before bed-

time. Get involved, have fun, and your child’s vocabulary will grow!  

Word Definition  

(Collins Primary Learner’s 

Dictionary) 

Challenge 

Venture  To go somewhere that might 

be dangerous. 

What place would you ike to 

venture to? 



Library News 
Borrowing Books from our School Library 

It has been great to welcome so many children to the library in the first few weeks of term – the 

library is open at lunchtimes on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and all children are able to 

borrow two books at a time, for a two week period.  

 

Please help your child get into good library habits and bring their books back in time – or renew 

their books if they need longer to read them. We are so lucky to have so many wonderful books 

in our library and some books are very popular, so we want to be able to loan them out to as 

many children as possible.  

 

We also have school kindles that are available to borrow and there is a sign-up list for these in the 

library if your child would like to put their name down to borrow one of these. A permission 

letter will be sent home to be signed before a kindle is loaned out. 

 

Bath Children’s Literature Festival – 24th September to 3rd October 

It’s just two weeks until the Bath Children’s Literature Festival begins! There will be author 

events at various venues around Bath and tickets are available online from 

www.bathfestivals.org.uk  There are some really fantastic authors to go and see including Pame-

la Butchart, David O’Doherty, Steve Lenton, M.G. Leonard, Cressida Cowell, Liz Pichon, Cathe-

rine Bruton, Joanna Nadin, Sophie Henn and Jasbinder Bilan to name just a few. As always, lots 

of the books that are appearing at the festival are available from our school library for children to 

come and borrow. 

 

Royal Society of Science Young People’s Book Awards 

The six shortlisted books for the Royal Society of Young People’s Book Awards were announced 

this week and copies of the books are on their way to our school! Our school librarians will be 

taking part in judging these books so watch out for updates in this newsletter over the coming 

weeks. Find out more about the Awards at www.royalsociety.org/young-peoples-book-prize 

Harvest Festival Collection 
On Tuesday 5th October at 11.00am, parents and carers are invited to St Matthews Church in 

Widcombe for our Harvest Service. During the service the children will be sharing some of their 

work and performing Harvest songs, it’s a wonderful celebration.  Please could we ask that no 

more than two parents/carers from each family attend the service to allow us to spread out as 

much as possible in the church, thank you. 

 

As part of the celebrations we will be supporting Trussell Trust Food Banks again this year. 

Trussell Trust foodbanks provide a minimum of three days emergency food and support to peo-

ple experiencing crisis in the UK. In Bath Genesis Trust works with the Trussell Trust to supply 

food for those in need in our city. For more information about their essential work visit Food-

banks web site on www.bath.foodbank.org.uk.  

 

If you are able to donate please see the poster attached for a list of food-

stuffs the bank would prefer and ask your child to drop off in the school 

hall on the morning of 5th October. Thank you for your support.  

http://www.royalsociety.org/young-peoples-book-prize
http://www.bath.foodbank.org.uk/


 

Flu Vaccination Programme 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Weekly Class Attendance 

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable 

life skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school 

time. Our whole school accumulative attendance for week of 13th September was 97.59% 

Top of the school were ROCKETS  CLASS who all achieved 99.3%. 

 Well Done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events, sometimes event dates may change due to 

changes to COVID guidelines and unforeseen circumstances, please make sure you check regularly to 

make sure you  are up to date with school events. New dates will appear in red 
 

 

Date Time Event 

Thursday 23rd September All day European Day of Languages 

Friday 24th September All day INSET  Day 

Tuesday 5th October 11.00am Harvest at St Matthew’s Church 

Wednesday 6th October am Tempest individual pupil photos 

Week Commencing 11th October Various Y6 Camp 

Week Commencing 18th October Various Parents’ Evenings 

Week Commencing 18th October Various Sports Week 

Friday 22nd October   PAT Mufti Day—come in own clothes 

with £1 voluntary donation for PAT 

Friday 22nd October   Last Day Term 1 



 



 

Drop off WJS 
school hall Tuesday 

5th October  


