Widcombe Church of England Junior
Tel: 01225 310139
E m a i l : o ffi c e @ w i d c o m b e j u n i o r s c h o o l . c o m

13th September
2019

Dear Parents and Carers,

Term 1 - Wk 2

Please find below a table showing the results of the 145 responses received:

Letters &
Electronic Forms
Sent Out
This Week
Letters

Forms
8/9/19
Signed Book
Requests Bath
Literature Festival
for selected children

After School
Clubs
All clubs are
running next
week.

Nut Free
Please!

Thanks to those parents who completed the annual parent questionnaire in July 2019.

My child is happy at
school.
My child feels safe at
school.
The school makes sure its
pupils behave well.
My child has been bullied
and the school dealt with
the incident effectively.
The school makes me
aware of what my child
will learn during the year.
When I have raised
concerns with the school
they have been dealt with.
My child has SEND, and
the school gives them the
support they need to
succeed.
The school has high
expectations for my child.

Word of The
Week
This week’s
word is

Frieze
Please ask your
child - Do you
know what this is?
Describe it?
Can you use it in
a sentence?

The school lets me know
how my child is doing.
There is a good range of
subjects available to my
child at WJS.
There is a good range of
extra-curricular at WJS.
WJS supports my child’s
wider personal development.
I would recommend Widcombe Junior School to
another family.

Strongly
Agree

Agree

Don’t
Know

Disagree

Strongly
Disagree
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20%
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1%

-
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1%
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15%

33%

3%

3%

55%

43%

-

-

2%

53%

35%

8%

3%

2%

28%

10%

-

-

1%

54%

41%

2%

2%

1%

51%

43%

1%

4%

1%

59%

39%

1%

2%

-

73%

22%

-

3%

2%

62%

34%

1%

2%

2%

79%

18%

2%

-

1%

N/A

34%

61%

I was really pleased with these results. The comments received have/will be shared with staff, Governors,
CEO and our School Improvement Adviser, and have contributed to our Development Plan for 2019-2020.
Our Christian Value for this Term is ‘Respect’ with our Biblical reference taken from Matthew: Matthew
7.12Do to others as you would have them to you.
The first Link Parent Meeting of the academic year is scheduled for the 4th October. If you do have any
comments, questions or queries please pass them on to your Link Parent.
Next week, we are looking forward to electing our School Captains, Worship Ambassadors, School Council
and Equalities Team – all children appointed will be taking on pupil leadership responsibilities as part of
our Palladian Promise.
Have a super weekend; I’m looking forward to a weekend in London! Miss Taylor

News from our Classrooms
Whole School RE Project —The Big Frieze

On Monday we had a whole day off timetable so that we could explore some exciting artwork by the award
-winning children’s illustrator, Emma Yarlett. Like many people, we found that although we could name
many great bible stories and discuss how they linked to our school values, we found it tricky to know how
all of these stories fit together to tell the big story of Christianity. So with support from Emma Yarlett’s illustrations, we began to think about the eight key concepts of Christianity, first using simple concept cards and
then venturing into the more complex versions that make up The Big Frieze.

Simple Concept Cards

We cracked the basic concept cards pretty quickly in our whole school collective worship at the
start of the day, but the more complex versions needed a lot more attention and so each class

focussed on just one panel of the Big Frieze artwork. After loads of discussion, group work and
planning, each class began creating their own large scale version of their panel. These will be displayed in the school hall in the coming weeks and will help us to develop a deeper understanding
of the bible stories we share at future collective worships by helping us to understand how they fit
into the big story of Christianity.
It was wonderful to be met with the enthusiasm and creativity that we have come to expect from
the children at WJS. A huge thank you to everyone who got involved!
Some comments from Year 6 children:
“I like how the teachers can turn an exciting lesson into a whole day of fun.” Oliver
“I really enjoyed using my imagination to create art.” Will
“I liked that today was off timetable and that we got to do things we wouldn’t do on an average school day.”
Amber
“I liked how we did lots of creative things all day.” Delilah
“I enjoyed working as a team to make a massive picture.”

Timestables Workshops
Mr Harley had a great turn out on Wednesday for our Parent’s Timestable Workshop, during the session he
explained the changes to teaching methods and gave tips on how to support children at home. A top-tips
sheet will be sent home to everyone, via this newsletter, next week.

If you missed the session, Mr Harley will be hosting a second session next Wednesday, 18th September, in the school hall from 2.30 - 3.00pm. There is no need to book a place just come along!

Year 4 Samba Workshop

Last Friday, Year 4 enjoyed an energetic samba workshop. Jamma di Samba teachers (from a local
samba band) guided the children through pacey and catchy tunes. They were able to combine all
the different instruments and raise the roof!

Nasal Flu Vaccination – Electronic consent

Flu Vaccination Programme

As last year the Immunisation Team will be offering the Flu vaccination to all Primary aged children. This will take place between October - December 2019 across Wiltshire/BaNES/Swindon
and as last year the consent will need to be completed electronically.
The Immunisation Team will be visiting Widcombe Junior School on Tuesday, 22nd October.
In order to provide electronic consent for your child’s Flu vaccination, please access the consent
portal via the following link:
https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2019/banes

We would like to request that consent is provided as soon as possible as the link closes 7 – 14
days prior to the session in school. This link is secure, please carefully select your child’s school
from the drop down menu and this will ensure that the consent is in the right place. Full details
and information to assist you in completing the consent is detailed on the portal including full
FAQ’s, patient information and contact details should you wish to speak to a nurse regarding the
nasal vaccination.
If you have any difficulties or queries with this process please do not hesitate to contact the
team on 0300 247 0082

Protect your children and family against Flu!
FREE annual nasal Flu spray!!
All years included: Reception, 1, 2, 3,
4, 5 and 6!
For further information and to
complete a
consent form please access:
https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/
flu/2019/banes

News from our Playground
The OPAL shed will re- open next week for fun lunchtime play. Children in Years 4-6 have had
the opportunity to put their names forward to become a playleader. A new keen team has now
been selected and will start their duties on Monday. We are looking forward to lots of creative
play!

Please remember if you are having a clear out, we are always keen to receive new items for
OPAL. The more obscure the item, the more popular it seems to be! So please get in touch with
Zosia Brett or let the office know if you have something you’re throwing away and think it may
be suitable. Clothes, hats, shoes and glasses as well as wooden or metal kitchen items are always
popular (especially sieves!). Anything on wheels also goes down well.

Library News
Library Opening Hours
Our school library is open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays for children to browse and borrow books or ask advice about what to read from our school Librarian. We have a great selection
of books, comics, graphic novels, non-fiction books and audio story cds and a thriving community
of library users, who are always happy to talk about books and recommend their favourites to others.

We also have a number of kindles that can be borrowed. They are a great way for children to try
reading books they might not otherwise have chosen from the book shelf. Some children really
benefit from being able to change the typesize and line length of the text, and will read books that
they may have found too daunting in book form – there’s a sign-up sheet in the library.

Golden Time in the Library – Fridays 2.30-3pm
We try to open the library during Golden Time on a Friday afternoon and this is very popular
with the children – for the last year, Davina Williamson has been opening the library at Golden
Time, and we’d like to say a big thank you to her for doing this! If there is a parent who would like
to volunteer to be in the library between 2.30 – 3pm on Friday afternoons, please let Jenny in the
office know. Thank you!

Weekly Class Attendance
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance this week is %
Top of the school last week were , who achieved %. Well Done!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday 18th Sept
Thursday 19th Sept
Weds 25th—Fri 27th Sept
Monday 30th Sept
Thursday 10th October
Thursday 10th October
Mon 14th—Fri 18th Oct
Friday 25th Oct
Monday 4th Nov

Timestables Meeting for Parents, school hall 2.30pm
Year 3 Bath Walk Trip, leaving school at 10.15am, returning
at 2.15pm
Year 5 Camp
Year 2 Open Morning, 9.00—10.30am
Change of Date. Harvest Festival at St Matthew’s Church,
2.00pm.
Foodbank Collection
Year 6 Camp
Last Day of Term 1
First Day Term 2

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events, sometimes event dates do change
due to unforeseen circumstances, please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up
to date with school events.

