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After School 

Clubs 
No after school 

clubs are  

running this 

term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nut Free  

Please! 

 

At WJS, we believe highly effective teaching and learning is dependent on… 

  

Reflection 
Children editing work 

Verbal and written reflections on progress and outcomes 

Teachers reflecting on their own practice 

Modelling and scaffolding how to reflect 

Knowing skills and next steps 

  

Child-led  

opportunities 

Children leading and teaching themselves and others 

Collaborative learning 

Pupils having a voice 

Ownership in what is being taught 

  

Engagement 

Inspiring hooks 

Enthusiastic and passionate teachers 

Purposeful and active learning 

Variety of activities, input and content 

New knowledge 

  

Relationships 

Mutual levels of respect 

Culture of trust and openness 

Using others’ skills effectively to enhance the team 

Creating positive, strong, caring and professional relation-

ships between all members of the school community 

  

Feedback 

Regular written and oral 

Personalised and differentiated 

Opportunities to act on feedback 

Next steps to inform and develop learning 

Feedback to and from teachers and pupils 

  

Personalised 

learning 

High challenge low threat activities 

Scaffolding 

Clear steps to success 

Awareness of next steps 

Variety of teaching styles 

Differentiation 

Building on prior knowledge 

  

An effective 

environment 

Everything having a place 

Learning resources accessible to children 

Engaging and celebratory displays 

Culture of respect and responsibility 

A secure and safe space 

All shared areas tidy and organised 

  

Effective 

questioning 

Talk partners 

Opportunities for disagreement and discussion 

Planned higher order questions 

Children both answering and asking 

Encouraging explanation and reasoning 



 

Letter from Miss Taylor  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As a school, we’ve been considering our key pedagogical principles as part of our ‘Widcombe Way’ and 

approach to our curriculum. Miss Smyth has been using Monday’s Collective Worship time to share these 

with the children during Collective Worship, it’s important children know about these principles just as 

much as staff. So far relationships and effective environments have been looked at. 

Parents’ Evening have been scheduled for the week commencing 19th October. We’ve made the decision 

for these to be carried out online via Zoom. For those few families who don’t have access to Zoom, a tele-

phone consultation will take place instead. Of course we would much prefer that face to face, real-life con-

tact, however given circumstances we cannot justify the footfall of 240 sets of parents coming through the 

school building, when we’re doing everything to keep the site safe and for full time provision in school to 

continue. Further details will be sent in due course, and you’ll be able to sign up to a 10 minute time slot 

via ParentMail. 

 

It’s that time of the year when we request the annual £20 voluntary contribution from parents. I under-

stand for some families this could be more of a challenge this year and I’m sure you’re informed on 

stretched school budgets. We would be super grateful if you were able to commit to this, so we’re able to 

confirm certain learning opportunities which at the moment are only pencilled in. This contribution can be 

made via ParentMail. 

 

Have a super weekend; remember to keep to that rule of 6! Miss Taylor 

TikTok App Warning  

 
Following Miss Taylor’s comments in last week’s newsletter, we thought it would be useful to share a par-

ents’ guide to the social media platform, TikTok. We have attached this as a separate PDF to this newsletter 

and posted it on our website, to view please go to: 

 

https://widcome.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/tiktok.pdf?t=1600271001 
 

Please be aware that the App has a recommended age guide of 12 plus. Designed to enable users to create, 

share and watch videos, it has sadly proven to be very additive amongst younger children. The guide from 

National Safety Online warns of online predators due to the fact that, like most social networks, users can 

comment and download other user’s material if their profile is set to public. The guide also says it is diffi-

cult for all material to be moderated so, whilst most music and videos are light hearted or funny, there are 

some inappropriate and offensive videos and music uploaded. Please be aware there is also an option to 

buy ‘TikTok Coins’, which can’t be turned off in the Android version of the App, which can lead to chil-

dren running up very expensive bills very easily.  

 

We firmly believe that it is vital that parents and carers  have an informed understanding of  TikTok, other  

online apps, social media platforms and games their children are using to be able to effectively safeguard 

them from online risks.  

 

In school we continue to highlight the risks (as well as the benefits) of social media to the children as part 

of our PSHE and Computing curriculum. 



 

School News 

Year 4 Rainforest Topic 
In Year 4 this week, we've been 

going further into our Jungle  

Fever Topic and we've explored 

the different layers of the rainfor-

est as well as what can be found in 

them.  

 

We have also made more progress 

on our poison dart frog bean bags 

design. This has involved coming 

exploring the patterns on the frogs 

and then designing our own 

patterns and choosing and justify-

ing our favourite.   

  

In Maths, we've continued to look 

at place value and some of Year 4 

spent time outside making and 

using number lines.   

 

In RE, we were learning this week about the work of Jesus in helping the poor, healing the sick and being 

there for those in need. We then looked at how the church in our area today is carrying on Jesus' work in 

our community.  

 

Year 5 Topic Work 

 This week, Year five have been exploring their 'magic carpet 

ride' themed learning. We have spent our Topic and English  

lessons journeying back on our carpets to visit the Anglo Sax-

ons. We discovered how and why they came to England or 

'Angle Land' as it was known back then.  

 

We have been enjoying learning about the story of Beowulf and 

having a go at using our own 'Kennings' (a bit like mini riddles) 

to describe different Saxon settings.  

 

In Topic we have learning about Anglo Saxon place names and 

preparing our woven carpets for a display! It's been quite a 

busy week.  

 

We are also enjoying our extra break on Monday for getting the 

most marbles!   

 

Finally, we also loved the special bumper box of goodies we got 

to play with at lunch too as part of the reward.  



 

Flu Vaccination Programme 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Weekly Class Attendance 
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life 

skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.  

Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 96.20% 

Top of the school last week were ASTEROIDS class who all achieved 98.60%. Well Done! 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 
Friday 25th September European Languages Day—whole school event focusing on French 

Friday 9th October Harvest Collective Worship—for children only 

Mon 19th—Fri 23rd Oct Sports Week  

Mon 19th—Fri 23rd Oct Parents’ Evenings—details to follow  

Tuesday 20th October Nasal Flu Vaccination Programme—all children with parental consent  

Friday 23rd October Last Day Term 1 

 

 

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events, sometimes event dates do change 

due to unforeseen circumstances, please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up 

to date with school events.  



 



 


