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Dear Parents and Carers,
It’s been great to clear the diary and join Y5 on their residential trip. This year, we’ve
ventured to a new destination – Margam Discovery Centre and it’s been wonderful to
get out into the fresh air and outdoors. We’ve had a super time, and I’m sure the children
will be full of stores to retell over the weekend and coming weeks, months and years!
Photos to follow in the newsletter next week.
Congratulations to the children who have taken on a Pupil Leadership role for the coming year. We celebrated these children last week, and also recognised there will have
been many children who were disappointed not to have been given a role. It’s a really
difficult, but really important life lesson. We don’t always achieve first, second or even
third time what we put our mind to – but we hope that perseverance and resilience pay
off eventually. And actually, when you have to work really hard for something that
sense of achievement when it comes, is all the more sweeter. I was proud with how those
children who weren’t appointed reacted.

After School
Clubs

House Captains

School Council

Librarians

Equalities Team

All clubs are
running next
week.

Ainslie – Poppy
& Wilf

Toby & Amelie

Otis

Minnie & William

Worship Ambassadors
Iris

Jonah & Nancy

Safiye

Maya & Alec

Harriet

James & Hania

Ottilie

Ori & Ed

Ella

Wren & Jamie

Julia

Gene & Florence

Peggy

Felix & Hattie

Neve

Isabelle & Conor

Nico

Yasemin & Tolek

Hugh

India & Bree

Libby

Archie & Jess

Senesa

Isla & Ben

Poppy

Eva

Gavin & Poppy

Amber

Nut Free
Please!

Farah – Cassi &
Flossie
Wiggins –
Gracie & Harry
Simmonds –
Juliette &
Freddie
Ennis – Charlie
& Martha

Word of The
Week
This week’s
word is

Flustered
Please ask your
child - Do you
know what this is?
Describe it?
Can you use it in
a sentence?

Grainger – Jack
& Delilah

Our School Value this term is Respect, Matthew 7.12 Do to others as you would have
them to you. The timing of this sits and links well to several comments from the parent
questionnaire in July. Our children are: articulate, sensible and know the right way to
behave and treat others. When we speak about what respect is, looks like and such like,
children are always able to fluently explain this. What we don’t always see is some children following through on this – especially when they assume adults aren’t around!
We’re having a focus on the respectful treatment of each other, equipment and our general school environment – and encouraging children to make sure they are making the
right choice, at all times! When it’s not happening, we’re robustly following it up with
those individuals. We want to build on our school culture, and make it a place we all value and enjoy being a part of. I would appreciate your support in echoing this message at
home!
Have a good weekend; heading to Richmond. Miss Taylor

News from our Classrooms
Year 4 Posters
This week, Year 4 have begun to explore the effects of deforestation
in the Amazon. The children were shocked at the rate the rainforest
is disappearing and especially the use of fire to clear space.

We had an excellent debate on the issues of climate change and
conservation. They have created colourful and passionate posters
to highlight their concerns and raise awareness.

Literacy Walk
On Friday 20th September, a group of Y6 children went on a ‘pomegranate hunt’ in order to stimulate ideas
for writing a new chapter for the novel they’re reading, in which the main character does just that. Along the
way, they discussed how they could describe their environment using the 5 senses and, at the market, they
looked at, touched, smelled, bought and then tasted various fruits. They were so enthusiastic and thought of
some excellent descriptive words and phrases to incorporate into their writing this week.
The children said:
“On this trip we all came up with a bucket-load of ideas down to being outside and touching the items and describing them.” Ellen
“To me, the trip helped me think of things I would never have
thought of in school so I think we should do this again!” Ruby
“It really helped because I could see and feel the fruit, and it gave me
lots of ideas.” Tolek

Times Tables Workshops
Firstly, a big thank you to everyone who attended the Times Tables meetings over the past two weeks - it
was great to see some new and some familiar faces interested in supporting the children's learning at
WJS. Times Tables sessions are now up and running in classes with the children working productively during their 30 minute weekly slot. If you are interested in coming in to school and getting involved, please
touch base with you child's class teacher who will be able to provide you with some more details.
As promised, attached with the newsletter is a document containing some general tips to support your child
at home when it comes to learning times tables. This is by no means a definitive list but will hopefully provide you with some useful suggestions or ideas to support your child further. Within the document,
there are also some useful links which contain resources and further ideas. If you have any further questions
or any specific queries in how to help your child in learning their key facts, then please do not hesitate in discussing this with either myself or your child's teacher.
Many thanks,
Aaron Harley

Widcombe Junior School Book Spa
A lot of children already use our school library regularly and have no problem finding books they like reading. However, there are some children who haven’t quite found the book for them and who might enjoy
the chance to have a one-to-one session in the library with our school librarian, working together to find the
perfect book/s for them – A Widcombe Book Spa!

An initial session would be followed up a few weeks later, to see what your child thought of the suggested
books and to come up with some more ideas.
If your child is already a keen reader and has already hit their groove with reading, the Book Spa isn’t for
them. But if your child is a reader who can never seem to find a book they like, we hope they’d like the
chance to sign up. The Book Spa will be offered to one year group at a time and a letter will be sent out
when it is your child’s year group’s turn.

Library News
Librarians
Each year, we appoint two children from each year group to be school librarians. It is always a very difficult
decision because there are so many keen library-goers and many worthy nominees, but we are delighted to
announce that our school librarians this year are: Otis and Saffiye in Year 3, Julia and Ottolie in Year 4, Neve
and Hugh in Year 5 and Senesa and Eva in Year 6!

Royal Society of Science – Young People’s Book Awards
This year, for the first time, our school is taking part in the Royal Society of Science’s Young People’s Book
Awards. We have been sent all six of the nominated books, and our newly appointed librarians are working
together as a judging panel to decide which one deserves to win. They will be sending their recommendation to the Royal Society by October 22nd.
This week, they have been looking at two books and here are a few of the things they have to say about
them:

100 Things to Know About Numbers, Computers & Coding (Usborne Books): ‘I have read other books in this series, it’s a really good series covering lots of different subjects. I like
the fact that the text isn’t in long paragraphs, but mixed up with fun pictures and captions. It looks different to other science books and I like the fact that all the pages are
different colours.’

The Bacteria Book by Steve Mould (DK books): ‘The facts are easy to read and the pictures are fun, quirky and also a bit disgusting! It teaches you a lot of things and it
would inspire me to learn more about the subject. I don’t normally look at science
books but this book is really fun.’

Weekly Class Attendance
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance this week is 95.95%
Top of the school last week were STARS & COMETS who achieved 99.00%. Well Done!
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Musicians - save the date!
Family music masterclass - Sunday 20 October, 1pm, Moorlands Primary School
Last January OOE (Orchestra of Everything, the parent orchestra) ran a music workshop involving children
and parents, mainly from Widcombe and Moorlands schools. Nearly 80 musicians, from 5 year-old complete beginners up to grade 8 experts, got involved and we spent the afternoon working on the James Bond
and Star Wars themes.
We are running the event again on Sunday 20 October from 1pm at Moorlands Primary school, and any
musician, any instrument, any age, any level of experience is welcome. If you would like to join in, please
email Jon Gore at JGore@widcombejuniorschool.com. We need to know the name, age, instrument and level of experience of every musician coming along, so we can arrange suitable music for everyone.
Although this is hosted by Widcombe and Moorlands, please feel free to invite any musical friends from
any school! Once we know numbers we will decide on tunes and email out some music in advance of the
day.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 30th Sept
Thursday 10th October
Thursday 10th October
Mon 14th—Fri 18th Oct
Friday 25th Oct
Monday 4th Nov

Year 2 Open Morning, 9.00—10.30am
Change of Date. Harvest Festival at St Matthew’s Church,
2.00pm.
Foodbank Collection
Year 6 Camp
Last Day of Term 1
First Day Term 2

**…..VACANCY…..**
LUNCHTIME SUPERVISOR
Widcombe CoE Junior School is looking to recruit an enthusiastic, caring and reliable person to join our team of lunchtime supervisors as soon as possible. This post
will involve time in the dinner hall helping children with their meal and also time
on the playground engaging in play with the children and ensuring their welfare
and good behaviour during the lunch break. You will also be required to help in
setting up tables and chairs in the dinner hall and clearing away after the meal.
Hours: Monday to Friday, (12:00pm – 1:15pm)
6 hours and 25 minutes per week, Term time only
SCP3: £18,065 Pro rata, term time only (Approx £10.50 per hour)
Closing Date: Thursday 3rd October; week commencing 7th October
Application forms are available from the school office.
Completed forms should be sent to:
Mrs Fiona Bedding
c/o Widcombe Junior School, Pulteney Road, Bath, BA2 4JG

