Widcombe Church of England Junior
Tel: 01225 310139
E m a i l : o ffi c e @ w i d c o m b e j u n i o r s c h o o l . c o m

25th September
2020

Dear Parents and Carers,

Term 1 - Wk 4

Congratulations to the children who have taken on a Pupil Leadership role for the coming year. I was so impressed by the Y6’s who put themselves forward for the role of
House Captain. The children had clearly put time, thought and energy into their
speeches – I felt very proud of every single one of them. We also recognise there will
have been children who were disappointed not to have been given a role. It’s a difficult,
but valuable life lesson. We don’t always achieve first, second or even third time - but
we hope perseverance and resilience eventually pay off. I know from my own experience, when I’ve had to really work for something the sense of achievement when it
comes, is all the sweeter.
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Both WJS and Widcombe Infant School have taken the decision not to run any afterschool clubs during Term 2. I know this may come as a disappointment for some, however on balance we felt it was an additional risk we could not fully justify at this time.
We hope this picture will change for the Spring Term, as we appreciate the value these
opportunities bring. Can I also remind parents to maintain a good social distance when
on the school playground at pick up times, continuing to respect others and their personal space and safety. We continue to keep doors and windows open as part of good
ventilation, in line with Government guidance and our Covid risk assessment. The
weather is changing therefore children (and adults) need to be appropriately dressed –
vest/base layer, t shirt, jumper and jacket. Thank you for your understanding.

Library News
Returned Library Books
Many, many thanks for all the library books that have been returned to school over the last few weeks! As
you can imagine, many have been out for a long time during lockdown so it is lovely to have plenty of
books back on the library shelves. Any returned books are kept in a quarantine box for 72 hours before they
are put back on the shelves for other children to borrow.

Widcombe Book Spa – Year 4
The Widcombe Book Spa - for readers who need a little bit of help finding the right book for them - will be
run for Year 4 children in the school library this term. If your child is a reader who can never seem to find a
book they like, please look out for the letter sent out via Parentmail and sign up!

Bath Children’s Literature Festival
The Bath Children’s Literature Festival will be taking place on-line this year during the week of September
27th — October 2nd! We are so glad the organisers have found a way to keep this brilliant festival running
this year, it is an important part of our school calendar. So a big thank you to their team.

This year, all events will be available to watch live and
free via the festival website,
www.readingismagicfestival.com
We will be dipping into various events at school during
the whole week, but you can also watch any of the
events at home. They will then be available to watch at
any time until 31st December 2020.

Cressida Cowell, Chris Riddell, Pamela Butchart, Robin
Stevens, James Coelho, Jasbinder Bilan, Sophy Henn and
Adam Murphy are just a few of the authors taking part
this year – there is a Big Draw-Off, The Bookshop Band,
some excellent daily podcasts and some big topics being
tackled, too, including Letter to Earth.

We really hope lots of you get a chance to tune into an
event or podcast over the course of the week. And we
will be buying some of the books that appear at the festival for our library, too, so if your children have really
enjoyed an event, they can come and borrow the book
afterwards.

School News
School Photographs
Individual children's photographs are being taken on the morning of 15th October in the school hall. Due to
the need to maintain our social bubbles, this year we will only be able to take portraits of children on their
own. So sadly, there will be no sibling photographs. The photographer will maintain a 2 metre distance
from the children and wear a mask. The children will be photographed standing. Order forms and proofs
will be sent home via your child’s school bag during the week of 2nd November.

Gymnastics Lessons
Last Wednesday, teaching staff had a CPD on Gymnastics led by a member of staff from Baskervilles gym
aimed at upskilling and increasing their confidence when delivering gymnastics during PE lessons.
The children at Widcombe have certainly benefited from this and have hopefully seen a complete change in
the approach to teaching gymnastics in school. The children have been
really excited to use all of the equipment (which admittedly was used
very sparsely before) and to practise a range of new skills.

Year 5 Anglo-Saxon Village Life
This week in Year 5, the children took a magic carpet ride back
to 450AD to discover what everyday life was like for AngloSaxon villagers.
They researched many aspects of the villager’s life including
where they chose to settle and why, how their houses were constructed, work was shared amongst villagers, animals cared for
and food cultivated.
During the outdoor session, the children designed and named a
village based on their research. They then chose a job role, for
example blacksmith or carpenter, and discussed what a typical
day would be like for Anglo-Saxons in those roles. This work
will inform a written piece in their topic books. We are looking
forward to reading it.

Weekly Class Attendance

Flu Vaccination Programme

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 96.27%
Top of the school last week were ASTEROIDS class who all achieved 100%. Well Done!

Dates for your Diary
Friday 25th September
Friday 9th October
Thursday 15th October
Mon 19th—Fri 23rd Oct
Mon 19th—Fri 23rd Oct
Tuesday 20th October
Friday 23rd October
Friday 23rd October

European Languages Day—whole school event focusing on French
Harvest Collective Worship—for children only
Children’s Photographs in school hall.
Sports Week
Parents’ Evenings—details to follow
Nasal Flu Vaccination Programme—all children with parental
consent
Last Day Term 1
Mufti-Day

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events,
sometimes event dates do change due to unforeseen circumstances,
please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up to date with school events.

