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2nd October
2020

Dear Parents and Carers,

Term 1 - Wk 5

October marks ‘Black History Month’ and at WJS we’ll be using Collective Worship and
class PSHE sessions to discuss this important topic. The theme for 2020 is African Americans and the Vote, as 2020 also marks the sesquicentennial of the Fifteenth Amendment
(1870) and the right of black men to the ballot after the Civil War. We’re looking forward to continuing to educate our school community on African ancestry.

After School
Clubs

In light of current Covid guidance we’re missing our opportunities for whole school
Collective Worship. The thought of no end of term Celebration Assembly is especially
disappointing however, have a proposal to be able to mark this moment in the school
term – albeit differently. One child per class has been nominated by their class teacher
for continued above and beyond efforts towards our School Values. On Friday 23rd October at 9am, I plan on inviting those 8 children and maximum of two parents into the
school hall for a celebration tea. Year group children (and parents) will be well spaced
out across the hall, on allocated tables and we’ll be able to award each child with their
certificate and trophy. Whilst there will be no opportunity for the obligatory handshake,
I’m sure I can work on my elbow high-5. Hand sanitiser for parents and hand washing
facilities for children will be available before and afterwards. The ‘tea’ should last no
more than 30 minutes and I hope will go some way in saying a huge well done to those
children. If your child has been awarded for the term, you will be notified next week,
via ParentMail.

No after school
clubs are
running
term 1 or 2.

Nut Free
Please!

THANK YOU to the 51% of families who have made the £20 voluntary contribution. If
you haven’t yet don’t worry – it’s not too late! Payments can be made using ParentMail.
Thank you for your support.
We have received reports of parents cycling, sometimes with trailers, on the pavements
around the school. On occasion this has necessitated the need for pedestrians to step
into the road to avoid them. Whilst we don’t want to discourage anyone from cycling,
please be considerate, safe and aware of other road users whilst doing so.
Have a lovely weekend; it’s a busy one – birthdays, brunches and baking are all on the
cards. Miss Taylor

European Day of Languages
Last Friday, on the occasion of the European Day of Languages, all the children at WJS took part in projects
focusing on French. Each class enjoyed a carrousel of activities ranging from art to games to construction.
The children explored remotely famous landmarks and even constructed their own Eiffel Towers made of
spaghetti and playdough. Some created some colourful masterpieces inspired by Matisse, a renowned
French expressionist.

We listed (in the form of a treasure hunt) all the French-speaking countries and there are 24 of them which
have French as their official language. We cannot think of France without thinking about food so we looked
at waffles' recipes and did our weekly shopping (with list and trolley) in the form of a board game. The
children were highly engaged and pleasantly surprised by this new experience. Many expressed how much
fun they had as it was so different from normal lessons. Few children are already planning next year's and
were discussing 'crepes' toppings.

Bath Children’s Literature Festival
The Literature Festival has been taking place this week online and we have been tuning into some of the
events here at school!
This year, the festival has been Inspired by Children’s Laureate Cressida Cowell’s key message that
“reading is magic and magic is for everyone”. Each day has had a theme based on her Charter that “Every
child has the right to...”
Monday “...be creative for at least 15 minutes a week”
Tuesday “...have a planet to read on”
Wednesday “...see themselves reflected in a book”
Thursday “...have advice from a trained librarian or bookseller”
Friday “...read for the joy of it”
There has been lots to explore and here are a few of the highlights:
Adam Murphy from the Phoenix Comic’s Corpse Talk showed children how to draw cartoon characters,
using historical figures and encouraging children to draw along. Drawing comics is a brilliant way to increase visual literacy skills and use pictures to develop storytelling methods. But also, as Cressida says,
children really benefit from having the chance to be freely creative. As she says “Children believe in the
impossible, and we need to nurture that. They are the most creative people in the world and we really need
their creativity!”
Katherine Woodfine chaired a talk with Robin Stevens, Serena Patel and Sharna Jackson - three brilliant
mystery writers talking about how we can create our own daring detectives based on our lives and experiences. All children, from all different back-grounds, need to have the chance to see themselves and their
experiences reflected in the books they read, so that they feel their lives and experiences are important.
Cressida Cowell's Talking Wild Woods podcast is very easy on the ear. She talks about trees in stories,
story settings, myths, connection to nature, and children making a difference on our planet. And in Anna
Wilson and the Magic of Nature, Anna chats about what inspires her stories and being observant of the
natural world, and looking after it, whether you live in the city or the countryside.
James Coelho’s podcast, “Poems Aloud”, broadcast on National Poetry Day, includes riddles, tongue
twisters and some new takes on some old stories, as well as a big shout out to libraries everywhere! The Big
Draw Off with Sophie Henn and Steven Lenton, Icarus Was Ridiculous with Pamela Butchart, Wonders
of Wonderland with Chris Riddell, and The Black Curriculum with Eunice Olumide are all highlights,
too.
The events will all be available to watch until December 31st so there is plenty of time to tune in! If you
would like to watch an event, go to www.readingismagicfestival.com and go to the Events page. Click on
the event that you would like to watch.
Lots of the books that have appeared at the festival this week will be available from our school library. As
Cressida Cowell points out, we need more books about children from diverse backgrounds and this is one
of our focuses in our school library this year. More about our latest library books will follow soon!

News
School IPad Signing In/Out System
We have installed an IPad electronic sign in system for visitors, staff and children which is located at the
reception desk. If your child arrives after registration or leaves during the school day for an appointment
they will be asked to sign in and out by this method. A staff member will be on hand to help if needed.

Message from School Immunisation Team—Virgin Care
Thank you to all of those who have completed a consent form for your child with regards to the Flu vaccine.
If for any reason you need to change any information or consent please do not complete a second
form alternatively please contact the team on 0300 247 0082 (09.00 – 16.00) or
via. VCL.Immunisations@nhs.net, where we can manually change any information and avoid any duplicates and errors.
This is particularly important if you wish to decline the consent having already given a positive consent in
which case we ask that you also inform your child’s school that you have declined consent in order that
they can inform the team when they attend. Thank you for your cooperation with this important matter.
School Immunisation Team

Compassionate Communities Hub and Food Clubs
If you need help getting food, medicine, housing or other essential items, if you’re feeling isolated or concerned about physical and mental wellbeing, you can call the Compassionate Communities Hub on 0300
247 0050, 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday. B&NES Council, working with 3SG, Virgin Care and the NHS,
have set up the Hub to give advice and support to those who need it during this time. If you need support
to self-isolate please contact the number above or alternatively, the hub can be reached via email
at BATHNES.thehub@virgincare.co.uk or by text on 07870 868368.

As well as this, Bright Start Children’s Centre Services, in partnership with Family Action, Fareshare and
Radstock Town Council, are now running weekly FOOD Clubs across Bath and North East Somerset.
Three clubs across the area provide local families, with children under the age of 11, a range of affordable
food every week. They receive weekly produce from Fareshare who redistribute food from manufacturers
to people who need it the most. The clubs can be found at the following:



Keynsham Children Centre - Weekly Thursday, 2pm-4pm65 West View Rd, Keynsham, Bristol, BS31
2UETel: 01225 395400
 St Martins Children Centre (Bath area) - Weekly Friday, 10-12pm150 Frome Rd, Bath, BA2 5RETel:
01225 396004
Radstock Children Centre and Library - Weekly Friday, 1.30pm-3.30pmChurch Street, Radstock, BA3
3QGTel: 01225 396660

Food Bank Donations
As part of our Harvest Festival celebrations, which sadly are only for the children this year, we would like
to support local Food Clubs in the vital work they are doing in our area.
If you are able to donate any non-perishable items please hand these to your children from Monday of next
week. We will have a collection point in the school office, thank you.

Weekly Class Attendance

Flu Vaccination Programme

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 96.40%
Top of the school last week were STARS class who all achieved 100%. Well Done!
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Dates for your Diary
Friday 9th October
Thursday 15th October
Mon 19th—Fri 23rd Oct
Mon 19th—Fri 23rd Oct
Tuesday 20th October
Friday 23rd October

Harvest Collective Worship—for children only. Food donations
For Food Club gratefully received.
Children’s Photographs in school hall.
Sports Week
Parents’ Evenings
Nasal Flu Vaccination Programme—all children with parental
consent
Last Day Term 1—Mufti day

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events,
sometimes event dates do change due to unforeseen circumstances,
please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up to date with school events.

