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After School
Clubs
All clubs are running next week.
Nut Free
Please!

Word of The
Week
This week’s
word is
Abundance
Please ask your
child - Do you
know what this is?
Describe it?

Dear Parents and carers,
After weeks of planning and work behind the scenes, I’m really pleased to give you the
link to our new school website www.widcombejuniorschool.com
Mrs Mason has done a terrific job in building our it, and uploading all the key statutory
documents as well as other relevant information. We’ve spent some time testing it out,
but if you’re having a browse and come across a teething problem please let us know.
On Monday, we had our first Lockdown practice of the school year. This is slightly
different from fire practice where we exit the building as quickly and safely as we can.
Instead, it’s about securing the school site and alerting each class. This was a ‘full lockdown’ run-through, when children and adults need to hide under tables and remain
silent whilst the class teacher accounts for all children. I was impressed by how the children conducted themselves, as was our Safeguarding Governor - Mrs Norman. Whilst
we do practice these a couple of times a year, it’s always important to remind the children that it’s very, very, very, very unlikely we would ever need to do it ‘for real’
Wellbeing Wednesday continues to be a whole school initiative. This year, Miss Smyth
has decided she would like each class to organise, coordinate a coffee morning for their
parents and family. Satellites did a fantastic job putting together a splendid coffee
morning this week. Everything was thought of: waiters, cake dispensers, child care supervisors, baristas etc. I must admit – my heart was in my mouth a couple of times as I
watched children carry a tray full of hot drinks across the hall but a great way for the
children to learn, by actually doing it! Thanks to those satellites parents who made time
on Wednesday morning to attend. I believe Galaxy class will be next up to host a coffee
morning in the coming weeks!
Our Harvest Service on Thursday was the first opportunity of
the school year to come together
as a school community. It was
lovely to see lots of children have
the opportunity to present to an
audience. Thank you for your
generous food donations which
will contribute to our local foodbank and make a significant
difference to families across the
city this Autumn.
Next week, we wave Y6 off on their residential camp to Heatree. I know the children
are looking forward to their trip, alongside a few butterfly moments too – which is to be
expected. Year 6 have made a really positive start to the school year, and have set the
bar in terms of their attitude to learning and general influence on school life. We wish
them a memorable and fantastic trip away.
Have great weekend; an Autumn walk and birthday celebrations to enjoy. Miss Taylor

News from our Classrooms
Satellites Wellbeing Wednesday Coffee Morning

On Wednesday morning Satellites parents braved the downpours to attend our first Wellbeing Wednesday
event, a coffee morning. Planned and executed by the children, with obvious pride and enjoyment, the café
was a great success and the cake delicious!
Delilah and Gracie told us:
This morning Satellites prepared the hall as a café and hosted a tea and coffee morning for Wellbeing Wednesday. We
focused on giving and sharing. There were many jobs to share such as waiters and waitresses, baristas, decorators,
cooks, invitation designers and even caring for babies in our crèche. We had a great variety of drinks and food, including some great cakes we made ourselves. Even though it was challenging we had a great time. We hope our parents
enjoyed it too!

After School Clubs run by school staff - last week of term
As advised on the clubs booking letter our After School Clubs run by school staff will not be running during
the last week of this term. This is due to parents evenings.
The clubs affected are:
Monday 21st October - Homework Club, Papercraft
Tuesday 22nd October - Board Games/Quiz Club
Wednesday 23rd October - Library, Art Club
Thursday 24th October - Art Club, Choir, Running, Stretch & Flex
Friday 25th October - Code Club
If your child attends these clubs please make arrangements to collect them at 3.15pm.
Please Note: All clubs run by SPARKS and School Band will run as normal.

Library News
Bath Children’s Literature Festival – Andy Stanton event
On Friday, a group of 50 children from Years 4, 5 and 6 went to see children’s author Andy Stanton at the
Guildhall, as part of the Bath Children’s Literature Festival. Writing since he was a small boy, it wasn’t until
he was 28 years old that Andy actually made himself finish writing one of his stories. That story was the start
of the internationally best-selling series, Mr Gum , beloved by readers the world over. Andy told us about his
new series, The Paninis of Pom peii, which we now have copies of in our library. Since our trip to the festival,
there have been lots of children coming to the library seeking out his books, he was a real hit!
Widcombe Book Spa – Year 5
A few weeks ago, we told you about our plans to offer a Widcombe Book Spa for readers who need a little bit
of help finding the right book for them. We will be offering the Book Spa to each year group in turn, and this
week a letter has gone out to Year 5. If your child is already a keen reader and has already hit their groove
with reading, the Book Spa isn’t for them. But if your child is a reader who can never seem to find a book
they like, please sign up via Parentmail!
Royal Society of Science – Young People’s Book Awards
Our librarians are working together as a judging panel to decide which of the six shortlisted science books
should win this year’s Young People’s Book Awards. Here are a few of the things they have to say about
them:
Planetarium by Chris Wormell and Raman Prinja. ‘This is a very beautifully designed book in a big format, and the pictures are really bold and unusual. We think
it is aimed at older children because there is a lot of writing on each page, which
could be a bit overwhelming for some.’

Making With States of Matter –by Anna Claybourne. ‘I’d really like a copy of this
book because the projects all look really fun and imaginative and at the same time
you are learning about chemistry. It has an experiment where you cook pasta and
then turn into crayons and an experiment to make instant ice cream!’

News from Playground
The Year 6s really enjoyed their time in Chestnut Corner this week, drilling
conkers and making some amazing Bake Off dishes!

On the ramp, we now have some new wellie racks to accommodate the growing collection of wellies. If you know your child has an old pair of wellies at
school which are too small, please take them home or let the office know
you’d like to donate them for spares. We can then re-label them.

Musicians - save the date!
Family music masterclass - Sunday 20 October, 1pm, Moorlands Primary School
Last January OOE (Orchestra of Everything, the parent orchestra) ran a music workshop involving children and parents, mainly from Widcombe and Moorlands schools. Nearly 80 musicians, from 5 year-old
complete beginners up to grade 8 experts, got involved and we spent the afternoon working on the James
Bond and Star Wars themes.
We are running the event again on Sunday 20 October from 1pm at Moorlands Primary school, and any
musician, any instrument, any age, any level of experience is welcome. If you would like to join in, please
email Jon Gore at JGore@widcombejuniorschool.com. We need to know the name, age, instrument and
level of experience of every musician coming along, so we can arrange suitable music for everyone.
Although this is hosted by Widcombe and Moorlands, please feel free to invite any musical friends from
any school! Once we know numbers we will decide on tunes and email out some music in advance of the
day.

IMPORTANT PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
Statutory School Admissions Consultation
Proposals to Alter The Admission Arrangements Applying For Widcombe Church of England Junior
School, Bath

The Consultation:
In accordance with the requirements of the 2014 School Admissions Code, the Admissions authority is conducting a consultation in connection with proposals to alter the admission arrangements for this school. It is
intended that the revised Admission Arrangements will apply with effect from September 2021.
You may view the proposed 2021/2022 School Admission Arrangements on the school website
www.widcombejuniorschool.com
The consultation will open at midday on Monday 7th October 2019 and will close at midday on Friday 29th
November 2019. During this period, you are invited to submit any comments concerning the proposed
Admissions Arrangements, by email, letter or attending a drop in session:
Email: admissionscom@widcombejuniorschool.com
Please write to: Admission Arrangement Consultation
Widcombe CoE Junior School
Pulteney Road
Bath and North East Somerset
BA2 4JG
Drop in session: 2:30pm on Wednesday 23rd October and Friday 15th November at 9am held at Widcombe
CoE Junior School
The proposed alterations:
To update the system used to map distances from the home address to the school address
Wording from the Admissions Policy:
‘ In all cases, distances will be measured in a direct line from the address point of the child’s home address to the address point of the school as defined by the Local Land & Property Gazetteer (LLPG). Measurements will be determined
using the Local Authority’s GIS computerised mapping system.
The GIS system used within this LA would not be able to calculate a staircase measurement in the case of multi-level
dwellings. If the distance between two children’s homes is exactly the same then a random allocation would be used for
any such cases.’
What happens next?
Following closure of the consultation, the Admission Authority will consider any comments returned during the consultation period. Within two calendar weeks of the consultation ending, a full response will be
published on the school website and the consultees will be informed. Once agreed by the admission Authority, the 2021/2022 Admission Arrangements will be published on the school website by Friday 28th
February 2020.

PTA Autumn News
Welcome to the new look PTA news! You’ll find dates for your diary, any
information about events or meetings as well as requests for your help. At
the bottom of the page you’ll find ways to help raise funds without leaving
your sofa and info on the new communication tool Classlist - please check it
out!

For your diary

TBC - Bedtime

Stories
(infants)

14th November AGM and drinks
8.30 upstairs at the
Ring o’ Bells
(Widcombe Parade)

6th December Children’s Christmas Market (more
info to follow soon)
For more info, show of
hands to help please contact the PTA at
pta@widcombejuniorscho
ol.com

Bedtime Stories - The infant school children, dressed in their pyjamas and
snuggling their favourite cuddly, enjoy a few stories in their year groups
with a tasty snack and drink. Each story is read by a parent or a junior
school pupil. The event lasts about an hour with each parent/junior reading
for approx. 10 mins. Parents are required to stay on site and there will be
refreshments in the hall to help pass the time! Get in touch with the PTA
(email in the box on the left) if you are willing to read a story or two, help
with setting up the hall before the event, clearing away afterwards, selling
refreshments, guiding cars into the junior school playground for parking.

AGM (and drinks!) - All committee roles (Chair, Treasurer and Secretary)
are vacant for the next year. If you’d like the chance to oversee the workings of the PTA please come along to the AGM. This is also a chance for
everyone to discuss and vote on matters for the year ahead (for example
events, how the PTA operates and its purpose). Please note if these roles
aren’t filled the PTA cannot operate and no events will run. If you can
come to the AGM even just to listen and find out more please email the
PTA (address in the box to the left).

Non- Event Fundraising

Classlist!

Sign up to #easyfundraising and help us raise
FREE funds for Widcombe School PTA - Bath
when you’re doing your everyday shopping
online. Sign up at easyfundraising.org.uk

Connect easily with your fellow parents to
organise events, get help with costumes,
remind others of important events etc.

Your School Lottery There are weekly draws and
regular larger draws with a jackpot of up to
£25,000. For every £1 ticket bought the PTA gets
40p. Head to yourschoollottery.co.uk for more
information and to sign up

N.B. You don’t need to be a member to
receive notifications.
Full instructions are available on the classlist
website at classlist.com

Weekly Class Attendance
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance this week is 95.69%
Top of the school last week were Stars class, who achieved 98.3% . Well Done!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Mon 14th—Fri 18th Oct
Friday 18th Oct
Mon 21st —Fri 25th Oct
Tues 15th & Thurs 17th Oct
Mon 21st & Tues 22nd
Tues 22nd & Weds 23rd Oct
Mon 21st & Weds 23rd Oct
Tuesday 22nd Oct
Friday 25th Oct

Year 6 Camp
Mufti - Day in both schools
Sports Week in school—details to follow
Year 5 Parents’ Evening
Year 6 Parents’ Evening
Year 4 Parents’ Evenings
Year 3 Parents’ Evenings
Flu Vaccinations in school Years 3—6
Last Day of Term 1

Monday 4th Nov
Tuesday 5th Nov
Friday 8th Nov
Friday 22nd Nov

First Day Term 2
Individual Children’s Photographs
Year 6 Assembly for Parents - 9.00am
Asteroids Assembly for Parents - 9.00am

OCTOBER HOLIDAY CLUB
Monday 28th – Wednesday 30th October
WHERE: Widcombe Junior School
WHO FOR:Pupils of Widcombe Infants & Juniors
TIMES: 8.45am – 3.15pm
(After Care available until 4.30pm)
COST: £30 per child per day/After Care £7
We will be having also sorts of fun from outdoor
games, sports, art, craft and dance, as well as pumpkin
carving!

Come and join us for a fun and relaxed few days!

Please visit
www.sparksportscoaching.com

