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9th October 2020
Term 1 - Wk 6

After School
Clubs
No after
school clubs
are
running
term 1 or 2.

Dear Parents and Carers,
In preparation for Parent’s Evening (online) we’ve been reflecting on how it can be as
smooth a process as possible. Two decisions have been made:
1. On Friday 16th October children will bring home their Topic, Maths and Reading book
to be able to share with you the work they have been doing this term. When looking at
the books please wash hands before and after. Children should come to school on the
16th with a plastic bag for the books to go home and returned to school. The books
MUST be returned on Monday 19th October. PLEASE, PLEASE look after them!
2. From Monday 12th October on ParentMail, there will be an online form for you to
send in advance any specific topics you wish to discuss during your online consultation.
This will help teachers prepare and ensure we stick to the strict 10-minute timing. It
might be there’s nothing specific, solely a general overview – if this is the case please
mark that on the form. There will be a maximum of 3x topics you can highlight for discussion.
If your child is off school with non-Covid health issues: such as a sore throat, headache,
sickness etc we will not be issuing work to be completed at home. The children should
take time to recover, so they can return quickly to school. If you do want to provide your
child with work in these instances please refer to https://www.thenational.academy/ or
BBC Bitesize as a starting point or use Sir Linkalot and Timestable Rockstars.

Nut Free
Please!

On Wednesday, we had our first Lockdown practice of the school year. This is slightly
different from a fire practice where we exit the building as quickly and safely as we can.
Instead, it’s about securing the school site and alerting each class. This was a ‘full lockdown’ run-through, when children and adults need to hide under tables and remain silent whilst the class teacher accounts for all children. Whilst we do prepare for this a couple of times a year, it’s always important to remind the children that it’s very, very, very
unlikely we would ever need to do it ‘for real’
We are disappointed not to have been able to attend St Matthew’s Church for Our Harvest Service this year, and cannot wait for the moment whole school events can get going again. Each
class did spend part of the day celebrating Harvest,
this included watching a short film produced by the
Diocese of Bath and Wells. Thank you to those families who have generously donated to our food collection for St Martin’s.
Please make sure PE kit is taken home every Friday
and returned washed on Monday morning, this allows the corridors to be deep cleaned on Fridays.
Have great weekend; Autumn walk, furniture shopping and life admin are all on the cards. Miss Taylor

Harvest Festival Murals
This week groups of children from across the year groups have been producing a mural of two produce
laden farmers for our Harvest Festival celebration. To maintain social distancing the murals have been inspired by the party game Picture Consequences with each group completing the artwork for a different section of the body. The children have worked together, without seeing other year groups work, to really let
their imagination fly and chose the gender, skin colour and clothing for their farmer section using a wonderful combination of paint and collage. The end result was a farmer mash-up!

This activity has allowed us to maintain a whole
school community project despite the current
challenges ...watch this space for more!

Sports Week - Monday 19th —Friday 23rd October
The final week of term will be our Sports Week! We have taster sessions planned in tennis, dance and skipping. Mr Walker will also be hosting The Widcombe Grand Prix in the middle of the week!
Children will need to come to school wearing P.E kit and house T-shirt everyday during this week. On Friday we have a PTA Mufti Day, if they wish to, your child can wear their own sports kit. We will have a collection of a voluntary donation of £1 for the PTA.

Education: Staying Safe in the Time of Covid
Community Conversation with Wera Hobhouse and Guests via Zoom - Thursday
15th October, 6 - 7:30 pm
In her latest community conversation, Bath MP Wera Hobhouse and her guests will be discussing education, and the safety of our community.
She will share the podium with local speakers representing education from primary school through to
university. How have our schools and universities been rising to the challenges of Covid over the past
months? What are their plans for the autumn and winter? How can we keep our city safe?
Guest speakers:
Sue Adams, Headteacher, Roundhill Primary School
Andy Greenhough, Headteacher, Ralph Allen School
Professor Bernie Morley, Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Provost, University of Bath
Francesco Masala, SU President, University of Bath
Cllr Kevin Guy, Cabinet Member for Children’s Services, BANES Council
Don’t miss this important public conversation and the opportunity to pose your questions to Wera and
the speakers.

Follow this link to register: https://www.werahobhouse.co.uk/
education_staying_safe
The event will be recorded and posted on Wera's website.

Parentmail App
If you have not already done so, we’d like to encourage all parents to download the free Parentmail App, this is the
fastest way to keep up to date with messages from school, read and respond to our online forms and book Parents’
Evenings. Once downloaded we recommend that you set an alert so that you are notified instantly of messages and
events.

If you have an Android or Apple smartphone visit your App store and search 'Parentmail'. Please note you need to
have registered your account to do this. If you experience any problems please contact the school office by emailing
office@widcombejuniorschool.com

Weekly Class Attendance

Flu Vaccination Programme

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 96.73%.
Top of the school last week were STARS class who all achieved 100%. Well Done!
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Dates for your Diary
Thursday 15th October
Mon 19th—Fri 23rd Oct
Mon 19th—Fri 23rd Oct
Tuesday 20th October
Friday 23rd October

Monday 2nd November

Children’s Photographs in school hall. No siblings photos this year
due to social distancing restrictions.
Sports Week - Children to come to school in PE kit each day
Parents’ Evenings via Zoom or telephone.
Nasal Flu Vaccination Programme—all children with parental
consent
Last Day Term 1—Mufti Day. Children can wear their own clothes, a
voluntary donation of £1 for the PTA would be much appreciated.
First Day Term 2

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events,
sometimes event dates do change due to unforeseen circumstances,
please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up to date with school events.

Free five week online course for
parents and children
Discover how to make easy, healthy recipes and receive 1 to 1 weekly telephone
support






Free recipe booklet and links to our NEW video recipes
Support with meal planning and budgeting
Every family receives 2 supermarket vouchers (£10 in wk 1,
£15 in wk 5) to put towards buying ingredients or equipment
for recipes
Choose a day and time that suits you

Call the Community Wellbeing Hub to find out more
Tel; 0300 2470050,
Email; BATHNES.thehub@virgincare.co.uk
Service provided by

