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18th October
2019
Term 1 - Wk 7
Letters &
Electronic Forms
Sent Out
This Week
Letters
15/10/19
Skipping Ropes

Forms
14/10/19
Staff Cycle Ridee
After School
Clubs
There are no clubs
run by school staff
this week due to
Parents’ Evenings.
SPARKS Clubs
will run as usual.
Nut Free
Please!

Word of The
Week
This week’s
word is
endurance
Please ask your
child - Do you
know what this is?
Describe it?
Can you use it in
a sentence?

Dear Parents and Carers,
It’s funny how having just one year
group away can make a huge difference to the feel of our school! We
have been missing our Y6 team,
who have enjoyed a fantastic week
at Heatree. The grey and wet
weather on Monday didn’t dampen
the mood of the children being
waved off, and this buoyant mood
has remained all week. Unfortunately, I was unable to join Y6 for a
day or two, but did enjoy regular check-ins with staff – who reliably informed
me just how well everybody was getting on.
My thanks to Mrs Robbins, Miss Smyth, Mr Harley, Mrs Bridge, Mr Walker and
Mr Khairuddin who accompanied the children and gave them a wonderful
week.
A polite reminder about the expectations for children to read at home at least
three times a week. This needs to be added to the Reading Diary and signed at
the end of the week by a parent/carer. With each week, I’m seeing a growing
number of children join me for lost Golden Time because this isn’t happening.
Our homework expectations are clear, and set out in our prospectus and handbook before families join WJS. I understand family life is busy with children taking part in lots of other commitments, but that regular dose of reading is so important – for lots of reasons. It’s also really important children are able to navigate their time and take responsibility for organising homework and getting
their diary signed. Previous schools I’ve worked in set the expectation to read 5
times per week, which makes our 3 reads per week seem much more manageable.

Excitement is brewing for our Sports Week next week. Since my letter, which
was sent on Monday, we’ve managed to secure fab prizes from Bath Leisure
Centre which will go towards 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize for the nearest estimate for
the staff cycle challenge. Let’s just say some of us are very much in the zone to
get some serious mileage under our belts (Mr Walker, Mr Dorrans and Mrs
Steel!) Also, a MASSIVE thanks to Joe from Power 10 Bath, who has kindly
offered to lead our Thursday morning HIIT session on the playground. Parents
you are welcome to join us: 9-9:20am massive WJS HIIT session – be there, it’s
going to be amazing!
Have great weekend; heading to London for the weekend and my musical theatre fix. Miss Taylo r

School News
Supernova at the REC
This morning Supernova accompanied Widcombe Infants Year 2’s to Bath REC for a PAT Tag Rugby
Tournament . The children helped to organise workshops, demonstrate rugby skills and cheered the children on. It was great for the children to have a chance to lead by example—they did a great job! Thank
you to the parents who accompanied us to and from the REC.

British Legion Poppy Sales
As last year, we will be supporting the British
Legion by selling poppies and poppy related
items from Monday 4th November.
Please look out for our Year 6’s who will be selling items in the playground in the morning and
at breaktime.

After School Clubs run by school staff - last week of term
As advised on the clubs booking letter, our After School Clubs run by school staff will not be running during the last week of this term. This is due to parents evenings.
The clubs affected are:
Monday 21st October - Homework Club, Papercraft
Tuesday 22nd October - Board Games/Quiz Club
Wednesday 23rd October - Library, Art Club
Thursday 24th October - Art Club, Choir, Running, Stretch & Flex
Friday 25th October - Code Club
If your child attends these clubs please make arrangements to collect them at 3.15pm.
Please Note: All clubs run by SPARKS and School Band will run as normal.

Fortnite Upgrade - Advice for Parents
We are aware that Fortnite is being played by some of our pupils, despite its age recommendation of 13
years plus. As an upgrade has been recently launched, we would like to signpost parents to the most recent advice from National Online Safety. We feel it is really important for parents to be aware of the features and risks involved in playing online games, to be vigilant and have conversations at home about
staying safe online. These messages are reinforced in school on a termly basis in our computing lessons.

A copy of the advice from NOS is attached to this newsletter, but maybe difficult to read due to the type
size, it can also be accessed via this link https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/wake-up-wednesday/
fortnite-chapter-2/ The guide provides useful tips for parents and carers to better understand and manage this highly additive game.

National Online Safety provide excellent and easy to understand guidance on a
range of online platforms, including social media, which parents may find useful.
Please access these via https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/wake-upwednesday/

IMPORTANT PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
Statutory School Admissions Consultation
Proposals to Alter The Admission Arrangements Applying For Widcombe Church of England Junior
School, Bath

The Consultation:
In accordance with the requirements of the 2014 School Admissions Code, the Admissions authority is conducting a consultation in connection with proposals to alter the admission arrangements for this school. It is
intended that the revised Admission Arrangements will apply with effect from September 2021.
You may view the proposed 2021/2022 School Admission Arrangements on the school website
www.widcombejuniorschool.com
The consultation will open at midday on Monday 7th October 2019 and will close at midday on Friday 29th
November 2019. During this period, you are invited to submit any comments concerning the proposed
Admissions Arrangements, by email, letter or attending a drop in session:
Email: admissionscom@widcombejuniorschool.com
Please write to: Admission Arrangement Consultation
Widcombe CoE Junior School
Pulteney Road
Bath and North East Somerset
BA2 4JG
Drop in session: 2:30pm on Wednesday 23rd October and Friday 15th November at 9am held at Widcombe
CoE Junior School
The proposed alterations:
To update the system used to map distances from the home address to the school address
Wording from the Admissions Policy:
‘ In all cases, distances will be measured in a direct line from the address point of the child’s home address to the address point of the school as defined by the Local Land & Property Gazetteer (LLPG). Measurements will be determined
using the Local Authority’s GIS computerised mapping system.
The GIS system used within this LA would not be able to calculate a staircase measurement in the case of multi-level
dwellings. If the distance between two children’s homes is exactly the same then a random allocation would be used for
any such cases.’
What happens next?
Following closure of the consultation, the Admission Authority will consider any comments returned during the consultation period. Within two calendar weeks of the consultation ending, a full response will be
published on the school website and the consultees will be informed. Once agreed by the admission Authority, the 2021/2022 Admission Arrangements will be published on the school website by Friday 28th
February 2020.

Library News
Author Visit for Years 4 and 5 – Anna James
On Friday, author and journalist Anna James came to talk to children in Years 4 and 5 about the second
book in her Pages & Co series, Tilly and the Lost Fairytales. She had just returned from a lightning publicity
tour of schools in the United States and was on her way to the Cheltenham Literature Festival, so we were
very pleased that she was able to stop by and talk to us for an hour.
We heard about how the children in her stories are book wanderers and find themselves inside the worlds
of lots of different stories. And then she led a fairy-tale writing workshop, using the structure of traditional
fairy tales and letting the children come up with some very creative ideas of their own. Lots of children are
busy reading and enjoying Pages & Co , and we do have a copy in our library, too. Thank you for supporting this event, which was very kindly organised by Mr B’s Emporium of Reading Delights.
Royal Society of Science – Young People’s Book Awards
Our librarians have been working together as a judging panel to decide which of the six
shortlisted science books should win this year’s Young People’s Book Awards and this
week was decision time! It was an extremely difficult decision because everyone had
very different opinions but, in the end, one title emerged as our winner and that
was….Kid Scientists – True Tales of Childhood from Science Superstars.
We have learnt a lot from taking part in these awards. It has really shown how children
are very easily drawn into the world of science when it is presented in an accessible way.
All six of these books are now available to borrow from our school library! And the overall winner of the
Awards will be announced in London on 22nd November – we’ll keep you posted!

News from Chestnut Corner
There have been lots of different activities going on in Chestnut Corner this week. Some children had the
opportunity to press their own fresh apple juice. They loved guessing what colour it would be and announced it was SO delicious! Year 5s have been drilling conkers and holding conker matches, while Year
3s have been boat building and cooking dampers on the fire.

Children who won Forest School tokens this week (for good behaviour and/or good work) had the chance
to make their own mini fires to toast mini marshmallows. After half term it will be Year 4s turn for weekly
Forest School sessions.

Musicians - save the date!
Family music masterclass - Sunday 20 October, 1.30pm, Moorlands Primary School
Last January OOE (Orchestra of Everything, the parent orchestra) ran a music workshop involving children and parents, mainly from Widcombe and Moorlands schools. Nearly 80 musicians, from 5 year-old
complete beginners up to grade 8 experts, got involved and we spent the afternoon working on the James
Bond and Star Wars themes.
We are running the event again on Sunday 20 October from 1pm at Moorlands Primary school, and any
musician, any instrument, any age, any level of experience is welcome. If you would like to join in, please
email Jon Gore at JGore@widcombejuniorschool.com. We need to know the name, age, instrument and
level of experience of every musician coming along, so we can arrange suitable music for everyone.
Although this is hosted by Widcombe and Moorlands, please feel free to invite any musical friends from
any school! Once we know numbers we will decide on tunes and email out some music in advance of the
day.

Weekly Class Attendance
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance this week is 96.22%
Top of the school last week were COMETS, GALAXY & SATELLITES class who achieved 100%. Well
Done!
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Mon 21st —Fri 25th Oct
Mon 21st & Tues 22nd
Tues 22nd & Weds 23rd Oct
Mon 21st & Weds 23rd Oct
Tuesday 22nd Oct
Friday 25th Oct

Sports Week in school—details to follow
Year 6 Parents’ Evening
Year 4 Parents’ Evenings
Year 3 Parents’ Evenings
Flu Vaccinations in school Years 3—6
Last Day of Term 1

Monday 4th Nov
Tuesday 5th Nov
Friday 8th Nov
Friday 22nd Nov

First Day Term 2
Individual Children’s Photographs
Year 6 Assembly for Parents - 9.00am
Asteroids Assembly for Parents - 9.00am

OCTOBER HOLIDAY CLUB
Monday 28th – Wednesday 30th October
WHERE: Widcombe Junior School
WHO FOR:Pupils of Widcombe Infants & Juniors
TIMES: 8.45am – 3.15pm
(After Care available until 4.30pm)
COST: £30 per child per day/After Care £7
We will be having also sorts of fun from outdoor
games, sports, art, craft and dance, as well as pumpkin
carving!

Come and join us for a fun and relaxed few days!

Please visit
www.sparksportscoaching.com

Zosia Brett and Colette Lemaire offer monthly Wild
Child sessions for WJS children (all years) in various
local woodlands and fields.
Once children reach junior school age, we find we are able to offer a more
age appropriate Wild Child experience off-site rather than on-site. We try
to vary the timing and location of these sessions and they are booked
directly on a first come first served basis.
Due to family circumstances we were not able to offer sessions in Sept and
Oct this year but are pleased to announce our Nov and Dec dates.

Booking now:
NOVEMBER – Sun 10th Nov 10am-1pm Rainbow
Woods

Make your own lanterns and candles on the fire. Den building, nature spotting and cooking. £12.

DECEMBER – Sun 1st Dec 10am-1pm Rainbow
Woods

Make your own wooden Santa using saws and whittlers. Cook
Christmas treats on the fire. Animal tracking and nature spotting.
£12

For more info or to book,
email: info@gowildchild.co.uk

