Widcombe Church of England Junior
Tel: 01225 310139
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16th October
2020
Term 1 - Wk 7

After School
Clubs
No after
school clubs
are
running
term 1 or 2.

Dear Parents and Carers,
As we are aware the Coronavirus rate is continuing to rise. Our contingency plan,
has been published on our school website and approved by the Trust Board.
Thank you to those parents who continue to show respect for following social
distancing, leaving the school premises immediately after pick up and not congregating outside of school. This guidance has been put into place for very specific reasons. Thank you also to parents who are wearing face masks at drop off/
pick up as this is a busy time for our school community. Finally, please remember the 'rule of six' There should be no more than six people meeting socially. The
more we can do to minimise further local/national restrictions, the better. We are
desperate to be able to keep our school and each Bubble open. This has been a
real challenge this week with two class teachers out for the majority of the week
whilst family members awaited test results. We have just about been able to provide cover for classes.
Your child will have brought home with them today two additional ‘bits.’ The
first is a sample of work from the term for you to look through over the weekend.
Please wash hands before/after reviewing the books. Books need to be returned
to school on Monday morning!

Nut Free
Please!

Children have also been given a ‘home learning pack.’ This will be required if
children need to access home learning at a given point in time. Please keep it safe.
It includes a few paper resources including: exercise book, key word spellings,
multiplication square, a suggested reading list and possibly most important, IT
logins. Wouldn’t it be great if these sat in a cupboard unused!
We’re looking forward to a (smaller than usual) Sports Week, for the last week of
term. Thanks to Mr Dorrans for coordinating this. Each class will have an additional PE slot every day, and we have external providers facilitating these sessions. We have been able to use some of your voluntary contributions to cover
these costs. Workshops include dance, skipping, fitness test, cricket and something interesting called a Grand Prix game, led by Mr Walker. To help with logistics of the week, children should wear PE kits to school Monday-Thursday. This
can include Sport Team t-shirts, leggings, joggers etc. to keep warm. As Friday is
a mufti-day, no PE kit will be required, however the children will be taking part
in a skipping workshop during the day.
We have had a report from a member of the public of incidences of anti-social behaviour around the large conker tree on the riverside at the intersection with the
canal. If you use this route please be vigilant and prevent your child from picking
up conkers in this area.
Have great weekend; who doesn’t love spending Saturday morning having the
car serviced?! Take care. Miss Taylor

Forest School

Tuesday afternoon Forest School groups have been sawing, sanding and painting wood to make their own
noughts and crosses boards out of hazel, oak and pine wood. There have been some beautiful designs.
Chestnut Corner has also been busy at lunchtimes with Year 6 making wooden puppets and Year 5 having
‘Conker Firework’ competitions. Stars class continue their Forest School Thursday afternoons this week
where they have been busy making boats and learning new fire skills.

Year 4 Music Making
During music we were composing rainforest-sounding music. Our music needed three parts like a story
and we were practising dynamics. In DT, the children were completing their beanie frog designs and then
cutting out the fabric needed in the correct shapes. In English, we have been continuing with our balanced
argument about Palm Oil production. We have seen that whilst Palm oil is an incredibly useful and versatile product, it must be produced sustainably to protect the rainforest or avoided entirely.

Food Donations
Thank you so much to everyone who donated food and toiletry items for our Community Pantry Collection. These items will make a significant difference to local families this autumn and were much appreciated by the organisers. Our thanks also to Jimmy from Sporting Family Change for providing a delivery service!

School Photographs
Individual pupil photographs were taken on Thursday, once we receive proofs these will be sent home
with your children. There will be an option to order online or to return your order and payment to the
school office for us to forward to the photographer.

Library News
Returned Library Books
Many, many thanks for all the library books that have been returned to school over the last few weeks!
There are just a few books that have been out for a very long time and Parentmail reminders have been sent
out for these again. Unfortunately, any missing library books will need to be replaced or paid for.

New Books for the library
Here are some of our new library books!
There’s a lovely selection of picture books,
some topic books and some new and favourite fiction books. Some of the books
appeared at the Bath Literature Festival,
such as Icarus Was Ridiculous and Anisha
Accidental Detective, and some of these
books were recommended by our school
librarians, including Survivors and Malamander. All books are now available for
borrowing.

Building Works Widcombe Baptist Church - Temporary Pavement Closure
Message from Widcombe Baptist Church
You may be aware that there is construction work underway at Widcombe Baptist Church to create an extension to the building to provide a new entrance, offices and meeting space and a part of the extension
will be built along the line of the pavement to the north side of St. Matthews Place opposite the CoOp. This will mean that the builders will need to erect scaffolding on the pavement and so it will need to
be temporarily closed to pedestrians.
Some members of the school community use this as a route to and from school and whilst there is the option to cross the road to the south side opposite the Co-Op this will not be a controlled crossing and so the
alternative route is the controlled crossing to the western end of Widcombe High Street. There are other
routes that are currently used at the bottom of Ralph Allen Drive and Widcombe Hill and whilst the crossings are uncontrolled, they will remain unaffected by the temporary pavement closure.
Apologies for any inconvenience during the temporary closure of the pavement and the construction team
will endeavour to minimise the closure time which is expected to commence mid November 2020 for a period of 6 weeks.

Weekly Class Attendance

Flu Vaccination Programme

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 97.09%.

.

Top of the school last week were STARS & ASTEROIDS class who all achieved 100%. Well Done!
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Dates for your Diary
Mon 19th—Fri 23rd Oct
Mon 19th—Fri 23rd Oct
Tuesday 20th October
Friday 23rd October

Monday 2nd November

Sports Week - Children to come to school in PE kit
Parents’ Evenings via Zoom or telephone.
Nasal Flu Vaccination Programme—all children with parental
consent
Last Day Term 1—Mufti Day. Children can wear their own clothes, a
voluntary donation of £1 for the PTA would be much appreciated.
First Day Term 2

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events,
sometimes event dates do change due to unforeseen circumstances,
please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up to date with school events.

BATH AT CHRISTMAS ART COMPETITION
Join the Christmas bunting parade in Bath!
This festive season, Bath BID, in conjunction
with Minuteman Press Bath, want to fill the city
streets with beautiful pictures created by local
people, inspiring everyone to rediscover the
magic of Bath at Christmas.
Winning pictures and designs entered into the
Bath at Christmas Art Competition will be reproduced as two-metre-long giant ‘bunting’
and displayed on lamppost pennants around
the city centre, creating a rainbow of festive artwork designed by our community.
Entrants will be split into four categories – Under Tens, Under 21s, Over 21s and Businesses.
They are encouraging businesses to submit a
piece of artwork that represents their festive
offering – a great teambuilding activity!
The pennants will be displayed from Monday
16th November until the end of December, with
entries being accepted up to 9am on Monday
2nd November.
To find out more about the competition and
download a template please visit:
https://www.bathbid.co.uk/christmas-artcompetition/

Please contact the Junior School Office,
office@widcombejuniorschool.com
if you would like a booking form

