Widcombe Church of England Junior
Tel: 01225 310139
E m a i l : o ffi c e @ w i d c o m b e j u n i o r s c h o o l . c o m

23rd October
2020
Term 1 - Wk 8

After School
Clubs
No after
school clubs
are
running
term 1 or 2.

Dear Parents/Carers,
Phew - the end of long term. It’s not often we have an eight-week term, and given
everything going on we would have possibly benefitted from a shorter term.
Nevertheless, we made it! Lots of excellent learning going on, pupils have settled
in well, and pace has been gathering to ensure a happy and successful year at
WJS. A massive thanks to the staff who have worked tirelessly to ensure the children benefit from as true a school experience as possible. Working in a school can
be a demanding job at the best of times, however the WJS team continue to take
on board challenges with their ‘can do spirit’ and sense of humour. Thank you to
governors and parents for your support, it is felt and hugely appreciated.
Sports Week helped the term end on a positive. Well done Mr Dorrans for coordinating the week. The rainbow coloured t-shirts arriving each morning set Mrs
Robbins and I up for the day. Take a look at the photo sheet on the next page for
a glimpse of what we got up to.
I hope you found the opportunity to meet your child’s teacher during Parents’
Evening this week helpful, and have a clearer picture of how your child has
settled. If any issues, concerns or queries do come up throughout the year, please
make an appointment with the class teacher, in the first instance, before following
it up with a member of the Senior Leadership Team. There will be an Autumn
Review sent home in December and further Parents’ Evening during the Spring
Term.

Nut Free
Please!

My Christmas card competition is back again this year. What better way to spend
an afternoon during half-term? I’m on the lookout for a touching and inspiring
design which will be used as Widcombe’s Official Christmas Card for 2020. The
theme is ‘Family at Christmas’. Paints, coloured pencils and felt tips are great, but
no glitter or collage please. Designs should be submitted on the attached template
and the closing date is Friday 6th November. Lovely prizes for the winner and
runners up – Good Luck!
Mrs Appleyard has thought of a touching idea of adorning the school sign, along
Pulteney Street, with a ‘Remembrance Day’ tribute. Please find attached a second
template and encourage your child to design a red poppy which can be added to
our whole school collection and displayed during the first week back in Term 2.
Finally, our updated Child Protection policy (taken from the model CP policy
from BaNES) can be found on our website: https://widcome.s3.amazonaws.com/
uploads/key_information/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection-Policy-Sept-2020WJS.pdf?t=1603120678
Whatever next week looks like for your family, I hope you have a restful and fun
time away from WJS. Take care! Miss Taylor

Sports Week
We have had a fantastic Sports Week 2020. We have enjoyed dance, The Widcombe Grand Prix, tennis, fitness testing and skipping on top of our normal P.E lessons! There was something for everyone to have a go
at. A special well done to the children who won the value award for each day. We can't wait to find out
how many steps you have completed over half term!

Book Wish List
Books have proved to be more important than ever during lockdown - a huge source of hope, knowledge, understanding and
shared stories. We are very lucky to have a busy, vibrant library
at the heart of our school and a school community that loves
books so much!
We would really love to add more books to our library and our
classrooms, so that children have even more access to up-to-date
topic books, biographies, current fiction and more.
This year, we have created a Book Wish List for our school. We
have already made a start buying a few of these lovely books,
but if you would like to buy a book to donate to our school,
please look out for the Book Wish List Parentmail pledge form.
There is no obligation to do so as there will be lots of other ways
to get involved this year.
We will use any money pledged to buy the chosen books from
Mr B’s Emporium of Reading Delights, one of Bath’s fantastic
local, independent booksellers.
As a thank you, each donated book will have a book plate label
to show which family kindly donated it to us. We hope you like
our School Book Wish List and if you have any suggestions to
add please let us know.

Road Safety - Pupil Safety and Dark Nights
Next Saturday night we will be setting the clocks back an hour and summer time ends. Road traffic collisions increase by 20% in the fortnight after the time change. Sadly, some of those collisions will involve
child pedestrians and cyclists. Children under-16 are one of the most vulnerable groups of road users.
The latest available government statistics (2015)* show that 58% of children who die or are seriously injured in a road collision are involved in incidents between 3 and 7pm. From next Sunday, much of those
will happen in darkness. Whilst younger children are at risk, the data shows that 11 - 15 year olds are actually at more at risk from accidents that kill or result in serious injury.
Please talk to your child this weekend about road safety, make sure that they are dressed brightly or have
reflective accessories so that they can be seen in the dark, and if they walk alone that they are taking the
safest best lit routes. All bikes should have clean working lights please.
To find out more please visit:
https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/roadsafety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf

https://www.cycletraining.co.uk/cycle-training-and
-cycle-safety/safety-first-cycling-at-night/

Weekly Class Attendance

Flu Vaccination Programme

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 97.14%.
Top of the school last week were STARS & SATELLITES class who all achieved 100%. Well Done!
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Dates for your Diary
Friday 23rd October
Monday 2nd November
Friday 6th November
Friday 13th November
Friday 13th November
Friday 20th November
Friday 27th November
Friday 27th November
Monday 7th December
Friday 11th December
Friday 11th December

Last Day Term 1
First Day Term 2
Satellites Class Assembly (email link will be sent to parents)
Galaxy Class Assembly (email link will be sent to parents)
Zoom Whole School Assembly
Asteroids Class Assembly (email link will be sent to parents)
Link Parent Meeting 9.00am in school hall
Zoom Whole School Assembly
Christmas Card Post Box in Reception Opens
Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children £1 donation
Zoom Whole School Assembly

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events,
sometimes event dates do change due to unforeseen circumstances,
please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up to date with school events.

Widcombe Junior School Christmas Card Competition
Miss Taylor is running a competition to design our school’s Christmas Card. She is on the lookout for a
touching and inspiring design which will be used as Widcombe’s Official Christmas Card for 2020. The
theme is ‘Family at Christmas’. Paints, coloured pencils and felt tips are great, but no glitter or collage
please. Designs should be submitted on the attached template and the closing date is
Friday 6th November. Lovely prizes for the winner and runners up – Good Luck!

Name ………………………………….

Class ………………………………...

WJS Remembrance Day Tribute
Over half term please encourage your child to design and colour a red poppy which can be added to our whole school collection and displayed in a tribute on the school sign on Pulteney Road
during the first week back in Term 2.
These will laminated, bright red paint, colouring pens or pencils will be perfect, no glitter or collage please. If you do not have access to a printer at home, please ask your child to draw their
poppy using the template below as a guide.

