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6th November
2020
Term 2 - Wk 1

After School
Clubs
No after
school clubs
are
running
term 2.

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to Term 2! At this time of year, I would typically provide dates with
Christmas events to be added to the family calendar. Inevitably, things will need to be
much more low key this year. We are discussing what touches we can include to give
the children the opportunity to build up to Christmas. However, the Y5 Production and
Candlelit Carol Service at St Matthew’s sadly won’t be happening. I’ll write again soon
with an update on what we will be doing to mark this important time of the year.
Thank you so much to those of you who have been able to donate to our ‘Reading Wish
List’ We’ve been blown away for your generosity and kindness. Over 80 books have
been pledged. This will make such a terrific and inspiring impact in our school library,
and celebration of reading. Mrs Maughan is wondering where the extra shelves will go!
With less choice of how to spend our evenings and weekends for the foreseeable, what
better time to get your children (and yourself) reading more. Speaking of kindness...

Our Value this term is ‘Kindness’
with the simple motto ‘Be kind to
each other’ being shared during
Collective Worship.

Nut Free
Please!

After the year we’ve had, it feels
even more important to remember
this. The significance an act of
kindness can make to someone can
be huge. What simple act of kindness will you make this weekend?

We look forward to welcoming back Mr Bowers later this term. Mr Bowers will work
with each year group and class bubble once a week. The children will be singing in their
class groups and be well-spaced out in the hall, and in line with updated guidance. We
are very much looking forward to having wonderful singing radiate throughout the
school. At this junction we will be unable to run our tradition choirs as this would compromise our year group bubble arrangements.
Class assemblies have restarted this term with Satellites today, followed by Galaxy and
Asteroids over the next few weeks. These will be presented to the school community
and videoed for parents to enjoy. The videos will be emailed home for each class set of
parents to enjoy.
Have a super weekend; MOT and many walks, I think! Miss Taylor

Neighbourhood Complaints
Sadly, we have received a number of reports from local residents and staff of inconsiderate behaviour by
adults at pick up and dropping off times. These complaints include: riding bikes up the one way street,
not respecting social distancing around doorways and in the back alleyways, leaving car engines idling
for long periods of time and playing loud radios in cars.
In these difficult times, it is even more important than usual to be considerate towards others so please
remember local residents need a safe, distanced route to get to and from work and home. Please try to
arrive at your allotted drop off/pick up time to avoid crowding in the area and if early, turn off your engines. Thank you for your support.

Library News
School Book Wishlist
What an incredible response we have had for our School Book Wishlist! Thank you so much to everyone
who has pledged a book for our school – we will be able to buy a lovely selection of fiction, books for dyslexic readers, picture books, graphic novels, biographies, and science, history, geography, current affairs
and natural history books for all the children to enjoy.
We will be busy buying books from Mr B’s bookshop over the coming weeks and look forward to photographing a display of all the books we buy so that you can see for yourselves. Every pledged book will
have a book plate label to show which family kindly donated it to us. THANK YOU!!! What a brilliant present for our school.

Music and Readings for Remembrance Day 2020, Bath Abbey Choirs
Instead of the usual Remembrance Day concert in the Abbey, this year, the Abbey Choir conducted by
Huw Williams, Bath Abbey’s Director of Music, will perform in a pre-recorded concert that will be made
available from 7.30pm on Friday 6 November.
Please click here to watch https://youtu.be/
TN7ALL4xhJY
Join us to remember the heroic service of those men and
women who lost their lives for their country.
The event is free, however if you’d like to support the
Choir with a donation, please visit
https://www.bathabbey.org/donations/music/

Poppy Appeal

On Monday, children in Years 3 and 6 collaborated on a tribute to be displayed outside school. The beautifully decorated poppies, along which those completed at home, were cut out to form a giant remembrance wreath which will be on display for a couple of weeks on Pulteney Road.
In school, we have a range of poppy pencils, rubbers, sharpeners, rulers and reflective keyrings available
for a small donation of 50p/ £1. These will continue to be available at reception until the end of next week
if your child would like one.

The Promise
This term we are planting trees!

The whole school is taking part in a national project to re-wild our cities. All classes have watched a new
beautiful animation called The Promise. It is a BBC short film based on the children’s picture book by Nicola Davies and Laura Carlin. The story focusses on turning our cities from grey to green and the child in
the story plants hundreds of acorns.

Although we are lucky that Widcombe and Bath are green places to live, the children were still keen to do
their bit for our planet. So this term, each child in the school will be planting a native tree seed - acorn,
sweet chestnut, ash key, hazelnut etc - until we have our own little WJS plant nursery of 240 trees.
While we’re all hunkering down over the Winter, these little seeds will set down their roots and next
Spring we should have a mini woodland ready for planting.
We already have some possible leads as to where we could plant up our WJS forest but if you know of any
local landowners who might be interested in this project please let Zosia or Jenny in the office know.
Thanks to Dan Burgess for letting us know about the project. www.the promise.earth

Weekly Class Attendance

Flu Vaccination Programme

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 97.17 %.
Top of the school last week were COMETS class who all achieved 100%. Well Done!

Dates for your Diary
Friday 6th November
Friday 13th November
Friday 20th November
Friday 27th November
Friday 11th December

Satellites Class Assembly to school
Galaxy Class Assembly to school
Asteroids Class Assembly to school
Link Parent Meeting 9.00am
Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events,
sometimes event dates do change due to unforeseen circumstances,
please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up to date with school events.

