
Widcombe Church of England Junior 
     T e l :  0 1 2 2 5  3 1 0 1 3 9  

     E m a i l :  o ffi c e @ w i d c o m b e j u n i o r s c h o o l . c o m  

13th November 

2020 

Term 2  - Wk 2 

 

 

 

 

After School 

Clubs 
No after  

school clubs  

are  

running  

term 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nut Free  

Please! 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Another lovely Autumnal week at WJS. It was  lovely to see Y5’s arrive on Tuesday in 

their Forest School clothing ready for a morning of outdoor learning, linked to their 

‘Magic Carpet Ride’ topic. This and our Big Frieze morning on Thursday really show-

cased our priority of ensuring as much of a school life as possible, despite living through 

so many other restrictions. 

 

Tim Withers and Jo Marsh echoed this sentiment when they visited school for a second 

risk assessment visit, in response to our response to Covid. Feedback was very favoura-

ble and encouraging. Both could see that whilst we are being very thorough in our re-

sponse, and not being complacent, it was also evident that we are working very hard to 

ensure children at WJS are experiencing a positive and happy school experience. 

 

Can I take this opportunity to remind our school community of the restrictions in place? 

Wording from the guidance is as follows: 

When we reduce our day-to-day contact with other people, we reduce the spread of the infection. 

That is why, from Thursday 5 November until Wednesday 2 December, you must: 

1. Stay at home, except for specific purposes. 

2. Avoid meeting people you do not live with, except for specific purposes. 

 

Meeting others safely 

In general, you must not meet with another person socially or undertake any activities with an-

other person. However, you can exercise or meet in a public, outdoors space with people you live 

with, your support bubble (or as part of a childcare bubble), or with one other person. 

 

You should minimise time spent outside your home. When around other people, stay 2 metres 

apart from anyone not in your household - meaning the people you live with - or your support 

bubble. Where this is not possible, stay 1 metre apart with extra precautions (e.g. wearing a face 

covering). 

 

You must not meet socially indoors with family or friends unless they are part of your household 

or support bubble. A support bubble is where a household with one adult joins with another 

household. Households in that support bubble can still visit each other, stay overnight in each 

other’s households, and visit outdoor public places together. 

 

You cannot meet people in a private garden, unless you live with them or have formed a support 

bubble with them. 

 

Here’s a link from the Government about how parents can help keep their child safe online, dur-

ing Covid-19  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-
online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online  

 

Please let’s ensure we are all doing our bit to be able to come out of this lockdown come 

the beginning of December. Thank you to everyone who is following the rules. 

 

Take care and enjoy your weekend. Miss Taylor 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online


 

Year 5 Anglo-Saxon Morning: 
Year 5 spent Tuesday morning immersing themselves in the world of the Anglo Saxons. They have visited 

them on their magic carpet journey but wanted to spend some time outside bringing them to life! 

 

They worked in chestnut corner and had a go at baking two different styles of bread which they then 

cooked over an open fire and devoured. They also had a go at using natural materials to dye material - 

this was messy but lots of fun. Finally, they made their own ink from charcoal and created art work using 

the Runes and Cuneiform alphabet. They finished the morning a little muddy but happy!  

 

A big thank you to Zosia for leading the activities. 



 

The Big Frieze  
On Thursday we had half a day off timetable so that we could explore some exciting artwork by the award

-winning children’s illustrator, Emma Yarlett. Like many people, we found that although we could name 

many great bible stories and discuss how they linked to our school values, we found it trickier to know 

how all of these stories fit together to tell the big story of Christianity. So with support from Emma Yar-

lett’s illustrations, we began to think about the eight key concepts of Christianity, first using simple con-

cept cards and then venturing into the more complex versions that make up The Big Frieze. 

We cracked the basic concept cards pretty quickly in our collective class worship at the start of the day, but 

the more complex versions needed a lot more attention and so each class focussed on just one panel of The 

Big Frieze artwork. After discussion, group work and planning, we began creating our own mini panel to 

fit inside our booklets. These booklets will be referred to in coming weeks and will help us to develop a 

deeper understanding of the bible stories we share at future collective worships by helping us to under-

stand how they fit into the big story of Christianity. 

Anti-Bullying Week  
Anti - Bullying week takes place from Monday 16th November - Friday 20th November. The theme for 

the week is United Against Bullying. 

 

The children will be looking into this theme during PSHE 

lessons and Monday 16th November is 'Odd Socks Day' 

highlighting the uniqueness of each one of us - so if children 

would like to wear odd socks on this day it would be lovely 

to see them supporting this message! 

 

For further information please visit - https://www.anti-

bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week 

 



 

Library News 

School Book Wishlist 
We have now exceeded over £1,000 in book wish pledges, which is absolutely amazing! Thank you so 

much to everyone. We will be busy buying books from Mr B’s bookshop over the coming weeks and look 

forward to photographing a display of all the books we buy so that you can see for yourselves. Every 

pledged book will have a book plate label to show which family kindly donated it to us. THANK YOU!!! 

What a brilliant present for our school. 

 

Royal Academy of Science Book Awards 

Our school is taking part in judging the Royal Society of Science’s Young People’s Book Awards for the 

second year running. The awards are part of the Royal Society’s endeavour to get excellent and accessible 

Science books into the hands of children, an aim that we share. We have been sent all six of the nominated 

books, which we can keep for our library for all to see and enjoy, but only one of them can be the winner 

(to be announced in January 2021)! 
 

Our newly appointed librarians have been looking at and reviewing the shortlisted books and by early 

January, we will be submitting our decision to the Royal Society about which book we feel deserves to 

win. Look out for short reviews in the newsletter about each of these books in the coming weeks… 

Road Safety Week 
 

Road Safety Week run by the charity Brake also starts from 

Monday 16th November. We will be reminding children 

of the importance of staying safe on the roads particularly  

as the evenings get darker.  

 

Please visit https://www.think.gov.uk/ or http://

www.roadsafetyweek.org.uk/ for further information.   

Cleveland Pools: Calling Creative Children! 
Cleveland Pools is a stunning Georgian lido tucked away near the river in Bathwick. Having secured a  

generous grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund, we are busy working to restore it to its former 

glory and create a unique open-air public swimming pool in 2022. We are now running a competition for 

local children to create a tile design as part of the underwater timeline in the children’s pool.  

 

If you know a school-aged child who would like to enter please email 

jo@clevelandpools.org.uk and she will send you the brief. Be quick 

though, the deadline for entries is Friday 11th December! 



 

Flu Vaccination Programme 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Weekly Class Attendance 
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life 

skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.  

Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 97.21%.    

Top of the school last week were STARS class who all achieved 100%. Well Done! 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 
Friday 13th November                                        Galaxy Class Assembly to school 

Week of Mon 16th November         Anti-Bullying Week 

Monday 16th November                  Odd Socks Day for Anti-Bullying Week  

Friday 20th November                                        Asteroids Class Assembly to school 

Monday 30th November                  Advent Day in School  

Friday 4th December                         Link Parent Meeting  -  NEW DATE  

Friday 11th December                                         Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children 

 

 

 

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events,  

sometimes event dates do change due to unforeseen circumstances,  

please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up to date with school events.  


