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20th November
2020
Term 2 - Wk 3

After School
Clubs
No after
school clubs
are
running
term 2.

Dear Parents and Carers,
As mentioned a couple of weeks ago, Christmas will look very different this year, and we
will not be holding any live events. Instead, classes are putting together a short film
which will be circulated to parents every school day during the month of December. We
like to call this, ‘Widcombe’s 14 days of Advent’. The films will be short, but hopefully
get you in the mood for Christmas. We will also watch each video in class too. Other
Christmas dates:





Friday 4th December: PTA event – Pyjama Day! After lunch children will watch a
film, and have a carton drink and small bag of popcorn. If you don’t want your
child to have the snack, please let the office know (see poster at the back of the
newsletter for more information)
Friday 11th December: Christmas Jumper Day. Children can wear their Christmas jumper and mufti in aid of the charity, ‘Save the Children’ Donations of £1 will
be collected at the school gates. Thank you!

I very much enjoyed the Whole School Zoom last
week and we were able to announce the winners of
the Christmas card competition. Well done to:





Nut Free
Please!

Y3: Rohan
Y4: Cora
Y5: Florrie
Overall Winner: Georgia (Y6)

Here’s the overall winning design, doesn’t it look
super (and very fitting for this year!)

A couple of other reminders:





Parent Online Learning Webinar is taking place on Tuesday 24th at 6:30pm. Already over 90 families have signed up. It’s not too late!
Dogs should not be brought onto the school premises, this includes dogs being carried in arms or in a carrier.
Autumn Reviews will be sent home on Wednesday 16th December. This will provide a snapshot of some of what your child has been doing in class during, alongside outcomes from tests and targets children will work towards during the Spring
Term.

On Monday, we will be wishing Ms Smyth well as she leaves to begin her maternity
leave. Baby Biss isn’t due for a few weeks, so Ms Smyth will have time to put her feet up
and rest. We are looking forward to hearing about the new arrival! Mr Harley will be taking on the role of Acting Deputy Headteacher during Miss Smyth’s absence.
Have a great weekend: Stir up Sunday, here we come! Miss Taylor

Anti-Bullying Week and Odd Socks Day
Odd Socks Day
On Monday, we had a super socks day in support of Anti-Bullying Week. It was a great opportunity for
the children to be creative and celebrate their individuality. We saw many bright and colourful creations!

Anti-Bullying Week
Here at WJS we promote an anti-bullying message every week of the year. However, this week the children have been giving special focus to the theme for Anti-Bullying Week – ‘United Against Bullying’.
During our PSHE time classes discussed what bullying means and how we can unite against it by taking
action if we witness bullying.
The children thought about how they could play their part in stamping out bullying going forward.
Thank you for supporting this message at home. If you would like
further information please take a look at the national website:
https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/

Year 6 Migration Project
On Monday, the Year 6 children had a 'Windrush'
afternoon where they were looking at the impact of
migration on British culture. As part of the afternoon, they rotated around three different workshops with each one focussing on a different area
which may have been influenced by an influx of
new arrivals from the Caribbean . The three workshops were 'Music and Dance', 'Language'
and 'Food'. As part of the music and dance session,
the children explored popular British music from
1947 and compared it to the calypso rhythms that
appeared after the Windrush had arrived. In the
language workshop Jamaican patois was the
main focus and finally within the Food workshop,
the children looked at (and tasted) the difference
between a typically British and Jamaican menu.
It was an interesting afternoon and really fascinating to see how migration can have such a positive impact
and shape culture.

Comets Class Forest School

Comets have been learning all about sustainable woodland management in their Forest School sessions.
Last week they were really successful in their charcoal making from coppiced willow and this week they
have been making split log pendants from coppiced hazel. They also had fun playing a Global Deforestation Game where they had to dodge the poachers and imprison the illegal loggers! The game challenged
them to make ethical and environmental choices over money making decisions and it really stirred up
some interesting debate.

Virtual Science Fair FUTURES 2020 - 27th November 2020
FUTURES 2020 is part of a Europe -wide event dedicated to explaining research through fun and interactive
learning, a great opportunity to get involved in some fun science activities with your child this weekend.
More than 300 cities across 30 European countries will be taking part in the event. In their virtual
‘conference hall’ at the SS Great Britain , you can “take a seat” at a researcher’s table, where they will share
their research in various ways: they will talk with you, show you demonstrations or videos, run a mini-quiz,
and answer your questions. You’ll be able to see and talk to the researcher/s and the other members of the
public who are around the same table. The event promises to be a lot of fun and is completely FREE.
To get a ticket visit: https://futures2020.co.uk/events/curiosity-carousel/

Weekly Class Attendance

Flu Vaccination Programme

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 97.18%.
Top of the school last week were COMETS class who all achieved 98.90%. Well Done!
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Dates for your Diary
Friday 20th November
Monday 30th November
Friday 4th December
Friday 4th December
Friday 11th December

Asteroids Class Assembly to school
Advent Day in School
Link Parent Meeting - NEW DATE
PTA Pyjama Day - children can wear their PJs or a Onesie to
school and will watch a Christmas movie in class
Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events,
sometimes event dates do change due to unforeseen circumstances,
please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up to date with school events.

