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4/12/19
Clubs update

Dear Parents and Carers,
There has been a frenzy of excitement this week, as the Festive season officially landed.
On Monday, Y3 and Y4 visited the Infant School to watch their dress rehearsal – children returned full of enthusiasm and warm praise for their performance. On Wednesday, members of our school choir joined a community lunch at St Matthew’s Church
and performed a catalogue of Christmas singalong songs. It was lovely to join in, and
the children enjoy chatting to the guests afterwards. Thanks to Mrs Maughan who has
donated the gorgeous Christmas tree again this year.

4/12/19
Infants School
Admissions
Arrangements
After School
Clubs
All after school
clubs will run as
usual next week.

Nut Free
Please!

Word of The
Week
Our word of the
week is
Festive
Please ask your
child - Do you
know what this is?
Describe it?
Can you use it in
a sentence?

What a fantastic success the Christmas Market was today. We were overwhelmed by the
generosity of the gifts received. They were speedily wrapped by elves and sent home. It
was no easy task ... but the children loved it! It felt like a wonderful festive community
event. We were blown away by the generosity in donations. I loved watching the time
and care children put into deciding what they wanted to get loved ones. In keeping with
previous years, there are some absolute corkers which will be unwrapped on Christmas
morning! A ginormous thanks to the entire team.
Throughout the week and moving into next week, children have/will complete assessments in Maths, SPAG and Reading. We carry out summative assessments three times a
year and this helps inform the progress and attainment of each pupil. We also use ongoing, formative assessment to understand where each child is currently working, so
teachers are able to plan accordingly. The results of these assessments will be shared
with you in the Autumn Review which will be sent home on Thursday 19th December. If
you remember, this was a new addition to the school calendar last year in line with parent feedback about regularity of communication on children’s progress.
Last week, I wrote about arrangements for timings at the beginning of the school day
and this week I would like to remind all families about our expectations for reading
homework (as outlined in our parent handbook):
Homework is an important part of a child’s education. Children benefit greatly from the mutual
support of parents and teachers in encouraging them to learn both at home and at school. We see
homework as a valuable way of establishing a successful learning dialogue between teachers and
parents and contributing towards achieving our aims. Homework plays a positive role in raising
a child’s level of attainment. In particular, regular practice of basic English and Maths skills
through Spelling, Reading and Times Tables (Core Homework) has a real impact on children’s
development and achievement.

Our expectation is for every child to read at least 3 times each week for 15 minutes. Unfortunately, this
isn’t happening consistently across the school. Many children are reporting that: they don’t read, or they
don’t read to an adult at home or that adults at home don’t read to them. Reading three times per week at
home is part of our school expectation not because we wish to be difficult or frustrating, but because it
matters, it’s important and makes a difference to your child. Please help your child by ensuring this happens each week.

Have an excellent weekend; wreath making and more Christmas shopping! Miss Taylor

Year 3 Passport to the World Exhibition
Year 3 put on an amazing travel expo as part of their Passport to the World topic, which was well attended by parents and friends. The children in Year 3 enjoyed being experts on their chosen countries and
sharing their research books, brochures and food with their visitors. We even had a flash mob where the
children burst into song!

Thank you so much for providing such lovely food for your children to bring. Also thank you for the super costumes that you sent the children to school wearing - they looked fabulous.

Age UK Collaboration Christmas Single
Earlier this term a group of children recorded a Christmas single and video with some of the Age UK drop in centre visitors to raise funds for their
valuable work in providing services and support for the elderly.
The group of children have become friendly with the centre users through
chess matches and were delighted to have the chance to perform with
their new friends. The older people had an absolute ball writing and recording the song and were delighted to have pupils involved. If you
would like to purchase a copy of the single to support the work of Age
UK please bring £5 to the office next week or purchase online via
https://www.4partmusic.co.uk/product/its-christmas-time/

Year 3 Chestnut Corner
This week in year 3 we visited Chestnut Corner to help inspire us to think of new adjectives for our
setting descriptions. We tried to use all of our senses and think descriptive adjectives. We are looking forward to using these new adjectives in our work over the next two weeks. Ask your children what
their favourite adjective was and why!

The Big Climate Fightback
Despite being a busy term, WJS children are still finding time
to look after our planet! Last week Comets made an online
pledge to take part in the Big Climate Fightback Campaign
organised by the Woodland Trust. They joined thousands of
other people across the country who pledged to plant a tree
to help fight the global climate emergency.
This week in Forest School they planted their own Wild Cherry in Chestnut Corner, kindly donated by Louis Fenn’s family. The children learnt about the importance of tree planting
across the globe and have been doing some follow up work
in class.
If you’d like to pledge to plant a tree or donate money for the
Woodland Trust to plant one go to: woodlandtrust.org.uk
We are aiming to plant 120 trees as a school community by
next March, watch this space for more news!

Energy Efficient Widcombe Assembly
On Tuesday, we had a visit from an Energy Efficient Widcombe volunteer, Tim Williamson, who talked
to the children about ways of saving energy at home.
EEW are offering home surveys which will include the use of their thermal imaging camera, with support

from an Energy Efficient Widcombe volunteer, this will demonstrate where cold air is coming in and heat
is being lost from your home. The scheme also offers the loan of energy monitors and appliance monitors
to see how energy is used and when. They also offer information on lighting, insulation, draughtproofing, and solar panels. The aim of the visit is to cut down on wasted energy and save money on bills.
The first 10 applicants to contact EEW can use their TI Camera Assistance FREE, thereafter cost is £10 per
house.
Apply by email at: e.e.widcombe@gmail.com for more information phone 07800 964 458 or visit www.widcombeassociation.org.uk/project/energy-efficient-widcombe

PTA Silent Auction
This is your chance to own an original ‘Iconic Buildings’ screen print
by local artist Kirstie Jackson.
They make beautiful Christmas gifts!

We have a range of 5 of the prints shown above available to bid for in a silent
auction – bid for just one or fill a wall and bid for all 5! Come to the office to see
the prints up close.
Bid forms are available outside the office, just make your bid and pop it in

the red box.
Bids will close on Wednesday 18th December and our winners will be
notified in time for Christmas.
The full range of prints are available at Pencil Tree Gallery www.penciltree.co.uk

Weekly Class Attendance
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.

Our whole school accumulative attendance last week was 96.40 %
Top of the school last week were Supernova & Nebula class who all achieved 99.30%.
Well Done!
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 9th Dec
Tuesday 10th Dec
Thursday 12th Dec
Friday 13th Dec
Tues 17th - Weds 18th Dec
Thursday 19th Dec
Friday 20th Dec
Monday 6th Jan

Year 6 ‘Migration Museum’ pm in school hall
PTA Christmas Jumper Sale
Whole School Panto in school hall
‘Save the Children’ Christmas Jumper Day
Christmas Year 5 Production for Yr 5 family and friends,
school hall, 6.00pm - 7.00pm
Carol Service at St Matthews Church 5pm
Last Day of Term 3
First Day of Term 4

