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13th December
2019
Term 2 - Wk 6

After School
Clubs
There are no
clubs run by
school staff next
week.

Dear Parents and Carers,
Following my attendance at BANES School Climate Emergency Network last week at the
Guildhall, I thought it would be helpful to outline some of the involvement we have had
recently with matters linked to air pollution, sustainability and climate awareness:

WJS has been working closely with BANES Air Monitoring Team for over a year to
allow monitors to be placed roadside around the school, their latest report can be
found at https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/environment/pollution/air-quality/
reports These reports form part of the on-going review and assessment of air quality within Bath and North East Somerset.



Sparks Clubs are
running as usual.

Nut Free
Please!

Word of The
Week
Our word of the
week is
Celebration
Please ask your
child - Do you
know what this is?
Describe it?
Can you use it in
a sentence?




We have been involved in information gathering via a nationwide air quality research programme run by Dyson. This involved 10 families carrying back-packs
fitted with pollution detectors and a GPS tracker on their route to and from school
over a two week period. Dyson will present their findings to the children during an
assembly at the beginning of January.
Widcombe Walking Bus runs from Bear Flat to Widcombe Infant School on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings through the Autumn term. Children who
take part walk to school supervised by parent volunteers. This provides an alternative to travelling by car as well as a healthy and sociable way for children to get to
school. For more details and to sign up please contact Jess David via jessdavid@gmail.com



We have recently announced our support of a new campaign by BANES to encourage parents who use their cars to do the school run to switch off their engines and
stop cars idling around the school gates.



Climate awareness delivered as part of our school curriculum for example Y4’s current theme of ‘Jungle Fever’



Registered ‘Hero to Zero Emission Mile Challenge alongside National School’s Partnership



Comets class planted a Wild Cherry in Chestnut Corner yesterday and are keen to
launch school climate change campaign to get whole school community to plant (or
sponsor to plant) 120 trees by March 2020.

As a member of the Palladian Academy Trust, the Trust Board have agreed to work
alongside BANES and the global aim of becoming a carbon neutral (by 2030 in BANES).
The specific wording of our PAT declaration and the strategic aims for the trust (and our
schools) will be reviewed at an upcoming Board and once finalised communicated to
staff, pupil and parents. The 'how' will be designed and set out by Executive Leadership
Team and feed into the upcoming trust and school plans.
The meeting last week was the first of several and was helpful in thinking about how we
could continue to raise awareness of issues at WJS, whilst being mindful of the other requirements we have to manage as a school. The message was clear - this issue is much
more than schools doing their bit, and that there is need for a huge system change at national level if the right level of change is going to happen.

In other news…
Thirty Y6 children have taken part in a competitive tag rugby event with fellow Palladian schools. We sent
off two teams, one of which won their group and the second who came runners up. Mr Harley tells me that
the children all showed great team work and represented WJS brilliantly. Another group of children took
part in a bowling event on Tuesday and returned to school full of enthusiasm.
The first PAT Carol Service was a success on Tuesday night. We managed to secure Bath Abbey which was
a lovely setting for what we hope will become a PAT tradition. I was very proud watching our combined
WJS and WIS sing so beautifully together.
We’re looking forward to the festivities planned next week – Y5 Production, Team treat to the cinema and
party on Friday. Can I remind everyone that the expectation is for all children to attend the Carol Service at
St Matthew’s on Thursday night. If your child will not be in attendance please let the office or class teacher
know asap. I’m looking forward to it. Miss Taylor

School News
Whole School Panto
On Thursday, the whole school packed the hall for a production of Aladdin …... Oh yes we did!! Great
fun was had by all!

Year 6 Migration Museum
On Monday afternoon, the children in Y6 hosted a 'Migration Museum' to showcase some of the work
they have completed throughout their theme of Migration. The children had been studying and have become experts on a migratory animal. As part of the exhibition, the children had to create a nonchronological report, a migratory map, detailed illustrations and a model replica of their animal. The children worked extremely hard to bring this all together and their knowledge and understanding was very
impressive.

Children’s Christmas Market - Thank you!







420 children, 840 presents, over £2,500 raised and still counting...
Thank you for the very generous present donations!! There were some truly amazing ones ...and
others that we hope may be re-gifted again next year! Please start storing these gems away for us
again.
Thank you to all the kind Elf volunteers, it couldn’t be done without you.
Thank you to all of the Junior School staff for being such wonderful hosts.
The offices at both schools would be very glad to receive any final contributions, if you find any left
in school bags etc.

A final big thank you to a few very noteworthy donators who were big supporters of this years event:

The Pencil Tree - donated 5 gorgeous prints. A Silent Auction is being
run at the Junior School Office if you wish to put in a bid for one or more
of these items, please see details below. LAST BIDS Wed 18th Dec please.
If you are interested in other prints or the Gallery’s work, please visit
http://penciltree.co.uk/

Bibico - donated a number of beautiful wool accessories that all the of
the Elves hoped to find under the tree this year!

Jane Clayton & Company - donated a huge crate of homewares
goodies again this year!

The Widcombe Deli - donated all the paper cups and safety lids to
ensure we complied with ‘Elf' and Safety.

Estrella Green - A big thank you for covering costs of
our printing.

The Candle donator - an anonymous donor worthy of huge thanks for the wonderful and plentiful candles you gave!

Thank you very much to these thoughtful businesses!

Please get in touch with us if your business would like to be involved next year!

Silent Auction of 5 Pencil Tree Prints.
A silent auction is being run at the Junior School Office if you wish to put in a bid for these sort-after
Prints. Last Bids Wed 18th Dec please. All money raised donated to the PTA. Good luck!

Bowling Trip
Seven of our pupils were thrilled to take part in an inter-schools Ten Pin Bowling competition on Tuesday at Bath Leisure Centre. The competition, organised by Bath Rugby Foundation, was attended by nine
local schools and for some children was a great opportunity to try out a new sport. Excitement ran high,
the children demonstrated great sportsmanship, were quick to learn and supported each other throughout. They made a great team and special mentions go to Elizabeth who scored a STRIKE! winning a tshirt and Jacob, who had never played before, and scored two half strikes. Well done team!

House Treat for Ennis and Farah - Monday 16th December
As a reward for their hard work and great team spirit we organise three house trips a year for the teams
who have earned the most house points. We are pleased to announce our winners from term 1 and 2 are
Ennis and Farah. As their reward the children will be going to the Odeon cinema for a special showing of
the movie ‘Elf’ next Monday morning, they will leave school at 9.15am and will be back for lunch.

School Carol Service Invitation—Thursday 19th December
Please join us on Thursday 19th December at St Matthew's Church for our candlelit Carol Service. This
annual event brings together the whole school in a wonderful twinkly celebration of song, readings and
festive spirit . The service starts at 5.00pm and will finish at 6.00pm. Everyone is welcome! Please let
your class teacher or Jenny in the office know if your child is not attending.

Christmas Social Event - Widcombe Social Club—Thursday 19th December
After our Carol Service at St Matthews Church on Thursday 19th December, we would like to invite you
to join us at Widcombe Social Club for a ‘Winter Wingding’. The party starts at 6.00pm and will go on
until late. We will be treated to performances from our Junior School Band, Youth Squad, The Orchestra
of Everything, a choir and 3 cover bands—it’s going to be quite a party! Food and drink will also be
available from the bar. We hope to see you all there!

Year 5 Christmas Play - Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th December
Year 5 has been a hive of activity this week, with final rehearsals, prop making and stage painting in full
swing. Next week they have two evening performances to parents and family Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th December, these start at 6.00pm and are scheduled to finish at 7.00pm.
All children will need to be in school at 5.30pm.

New Spark Club Provision
We are pleased to announce that Spark will be providing extra childcare provision during the school
weeks that staff run clubs don’t run, this being the first and last week of each school term.
These sessions will be classroom based and involve a variety of activities including board games, drawing and activity sheets, Lego and construction toys. The sessions will run all week (Monday to Friday)
and at the same time as staff run clubs, finishing at 4.15pm. Sessions will be limited to 20 children per
session, covering Terms 3 and 4 and will go live on their website on Wednesday 11th December
www.sparksportscoaching.com

As with any new club, we will review this at the end of
term 4 and hope to continue throughout terms 5 and 6.

Library News

Widcombe Book Spa – Year 4
The Widcombe Book Spa - for readers who need a little bit of help finding the right book for them - will
be run for Year 4 children next term. If your your child is a reader who can never seem to find a book they
like, please sign up via Parentmail! Thank you.

Reading Stories at Home
Many people’s favourite childhood memories are of being read to by their mums, dads, grandparents,
brothers, sisters… We all love to hear stories read out loud and we are never too old to be read to! It’s
such a good chance to hear stories that we might not choose to read ourselves but wouldn’t want to miss
out on.
With the winter evenings drawing in and getting colder, it’s the perfect time of year to share a story together. The World Book Day website (www.worldbookday.com) has a wonderful list of books to read as
a family called the Top 100 Stories to Share and this is what they have to say: ‘Here is the ultimate list of
stories to share for all ages to give children and young people ideas of what to read, discover and share
next. These are the books that will give you the giggles, that will cast a spell over you, that will have you
saying, ‘just one more chapter‘, and that you will remember sharing together for years to come.’
They also have an excellent section on their website called World of Stories, where you can listen to audio
excerpts and audiobooks of your favourite books! Feel free to pop into the school library to ask Mrs
Maughan for a suggestion, too.
We’d love to hear what books you are reading together at home. There is now a box outside the school
office, please post your book suggestions in there and then we can compile a “favourite books to share”
list to circulate. And if any of you are particularly fantastic storytellers, we might like to invite you into
school to read during World Book Week in March… We’ll be asking children to nominate parents!

PTA Silent Auction
This is your chance to own an original ‘Iconic Buildings’ screen print
by local artist Kirstie Jackson.
They make beautiful Christmas gifts!

We have a range of 5 of the prints shown above available to bid for in a silent
auction – bid for just one or fill a wall and bid for all 5! Come to the office to see
the prints up close.
Bid forms are available outside the office, just make your bid and pop it in

the red box.
Bids will close on Wednesday 18th December and our winners will be
notified in time for Christmas.
The full range of prints are available at Pencil Tree Gallery www.penciltree.co.uk

Weekly Class Attendance
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.

Our whole school accumulative attendance last week was 96.32%
Top of the school last week were ROCKETS class who all achieved 99.00%.
Well Done!
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 16th Dec

Thursday 19th Dec
Friday 20th Dec

Odeon Cinema Trip for Ennis and Farah Houses. Leave school
at 9.15am, return for lunch.
Christmas Year 5 Production for Yr 5 family and friends,
school hall, 6.00pm - 7.00pm
Carol Service at St Matthews Church 5pm
Last Day of Term 2

Monday 6th Jan
Friday 17th January
Friday 24th January
Friday 14th February
Monday 24th February

First Day of Term 3
Nebula Class Assembly for Parents, 9.00am
INSET Day
INSET Day
First Day of Term 4

Tues 17th - Weds 18th Dec

HOLIDAY CLUB 2020!
WHEN: Thursday 2nd – Friday 3rd January 2020!
TIME: 8.45am – 3.15pm
(After Care available until 4.30pm)
WHERE: Widcombe Junior School
ACTIVITIES:Sport, Art, Games, Craft and lots of
fun!
WHO FOR: Widcombe Infant and Junior pupils
only.
HOW TO BOOK: Go to
www.sparksportscoaching.com and login to
book and pay for your child’s place.

