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Term 3  - Wk 3 

 

After School 

Clubs 

Clubs run by 

school staff and  

Sparks Clubs all 

running next 

week.  

 

 

Nut Free  

Please! 

 

 

Word of The 

Week   

Our word of the 

week is  

 

exodus 
 

 Please ask your 

child - Do you 

know what this 

is?  

Describe it?  

Can you use it in  

a sentence?   

 

 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Attendance and Punctuality: 

At Widcombe CofE Junior School, we are committed to providing high quality, engaging 

experiences and learning opportunities which enable all pupils, no matter what their 

strengths, to achieve their potential. In every lesson, every day, we aim to develop pu-

pils’ skills and understanding, carefully building on their prior knowledge and giving 

them the tools to succeed. At our school we believe attendance and punctuality are life 

skills which demonstrate an individual to be reliable, responsible and organised. It is the 

responsibility of the school and parents in partnership to prepare our children for the 

future and we believe attitudes to attendance and punctuality developed at school will 

resonate throughout our children’s life and chosen careers. Please see a reminder of our 

expectations for attendance and punctuality, as taken from our Attendance Policy: 

 

Attendance expectation: 

WJS expects that every child attends every single lesson, unless prevented from attending due to 

illness or any unavoidable cause. Attendance is measured through two registration sessions per 

day, morning and afternoon. 

Punctuality: 

The beginning of the school day is an important time to ensure that children are settled, organised 

and ready to start learning. Poor punctuality not only has an impact on an individual’s ability to 

begin learning but can impact on the rest of the class if the class teacher has to spend time sup-

porting late comers. 

Morning registration at WJS takes place before 9:00am. Gates open at WJS at 8:30am. It is ex-

pected all children will arrive by 8:45am ready to line up when the bell rings at 8:50am. 

 

I am noticing more children arriving beyond the 8:50am bell and having to sign in at the 

office. As a school, we are now recording the number of late minutes – and I will be writ-

ing to families before the end of term where this is becoming a concern. Children arriv-

ing late, really does have a negative impact to the start to their day – please support your 

child by ensuring a timely arrival in school. 

 

Global Issues 

To raise awareness on some of the most pressing global issues we face, we would like to 

make contact with parents in our community with expertise in environmental, sustaina-

bility and conservation areas.  

 

If you are able and willing to help in sharing your knowledge to provoke discussion dur-

ing either a 15 minute school assembly in summer term, or to a smaller group of chil-

dren in class then please contact me by email office@widcombejuniorschool.com  

 

We already have some parents signed up! 

 

INSET 24th January 

We are looking forward to our INSET tomorrow. Time will be spent in other PAT 

schools observing either specific year groups, or subjects. We look forward to returning 

inspired and with good ideas for WJS. 

 

Have a lovely weekend; catch up time, and a few cuddles with my new niece!  

Miss Taylor 



 

School News 

 
Nominations are now being invited for the position of Parent Governor  

on our school’s Governing Body  

 
Parent governors play an important role as members of the governing body, which is responsible for en-

suring all pupils within the school have access to a high-quality education provision in-line with the 

shared vision of the Palladian Academy Trust. Due to a parent governor reaching the end of their four-

year term of office, we have a vacancy for a new parent governor to join the governing body in February 

2020.  

 

We are particularly keen to hear from candidates who have experience in any of the following areas: ed-

ucation, communications/consultation, funding. However, the most important qualifications are enthusi-

asm, energy and a commitment to the role. The school has high expectations of the time and commitment 

required of its governors to effectively fulfil their roles.  

 

Training is available for all governors and those new to governance are encouraged to attend induction 

training. All our governors are expected to follow the Palladian Academy Trust Code of Conduct and 

agree to a DBS application being made.  

 

If you would like to stand for election, please complete a nomination form (available to download from 

the Governance page on the school website or from the school office), to be returned to the school, FAO 

the Clerk to Governors, no later than noon on Friday 14 February 2020. Anyone standing for election 

must certify that they are not disqualified to stand for any reason.  

 

Nomination forms and further information on the role of parent governors, including a summary of the 

statutory qualifications, can be found on the Governance page of the school website, or from the school 

office on request.  

 

Bath Half Runners - GoFundMe Page 
Our GoFundMe page to support our runners is now live! 16 wonderful parents and staff (Mr Seatter, Mr 

Dorrans, Mr Walker and Mr Harley) will be pounding the Bath streets on 15th March on our behalf!  

 

Excitement is really building at school over this event as our fabulous PTA team are putting together a 

supporters village and view point at the school. Please see the PTA Newsletter attached for ways in which 

you can get involved (plenty of non-runners needed!)  

 

In the meantime, if you would like to sponsor our team visit:  

 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/widcombe-schools-runs-the-bath-

half 

 

   

The team are training hard, please support them! 



 

School News 
Year 6 WW2 Trip 
 On Monday, World War 2 sadly came to Y6 and an emergency evacuation had to take place! 

The children arrived to school in full costume completely unaware of what the day ahead of them had in 

store. Little did they know, once they had registered, they were to be escorted to the train station by the 

local home guard where they would be evacuated to the countryside - or in their case - Bradford on 

Avon.  

 

Once they had arrived at their new setting, they were billeted to local residents where they see out the 

worst of the war. The children also spent time learning about life during WW2 including cooking with 

'rationed' recipes and performing 1940's style dances before completing the return journey. The experi-

ence was excellent and the children fully threw themselves into life as a child living in WW2. 

 

A special thank you to Mrs.Bridge who put the trip together and to the extra helpers who made the trip 

possible. 



 

Library News 
World Book Day 2020 – Thursday 5th March 

It is never too early to start thinking about what to wear for World Book Day – this year, we will 

be dressing up as our favourite book characters on Thursday 5 th March. Looking forward to seeing 

a colourful array of fantastic story book people! 

 

New Books for Sale at our very own  

Widcombe Junior School Book Shop and Pop-Up Cafe 

Tuesday 3rd March 

 

World Book Day is a brilliant celebration of books and gets us all talking about books, our favourite char-

acters and what we would like to read next. This year during Book Week, we will be opening our very 

own BOOK SHOP after school on Tuesday 3rd March, for one hour only! Books on sale have been suggest-

ed by children in our library and also recommended by local independent bookshop, Mr B’s Emporium 

of Reading Delights, who will be supplying us with the books.  

 

As a result we are stocking some of the best children’s books out there, including current releases. As an 

added bonus, children will be able to use their WORLD BOOK DAY £1 VOUCHERS towards the cost of a 

book they buy. All profits raised will be used to buy new books for our school library. We will also be 

running a pop-up café, where we will be raising funds for this years’ chosen school charity, School in a 

Bag. 

 

We really hope to see you there: come along for a browse and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee while you shop. 

 

School in a Bag Assembly 

On Thursday, we were lucky enough to have a visit 

from our school charity School in a Bag. 

 

Lis Foy - the representative from SIAB - spoke to the 

children during assembly time. During the assembly, 

Lis spoke about the amazing work that the charity 

completes and showed us the impact that the school 

bags have when they arrive at their final destination. 

She also provided us with some great fundraising 

ideas. 

 

In terms of funds raised so far, Stars Class is off to a 

flier with their sponsored Fun Run and next up are 

Rockets and Asteroids who have decided to complete 

a sponsored obstacle course (information to parents 

to follow soon). 



 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
Friday 24th January                               INSET Day 

Thursday 30th January                          Link Parent Meeting  

Thursday 30th January                          Year 3 trip to Museum of Bath at Work 

Friday 31st January                                                                                                Rockets Class Assembly 9.00am, parents welcome! 

Monday 3rd February                           PTA Meeting at Infants School 9.15am, everyone welcome! 

Friday 7th February                               PTA Mufti Day, home clothes & £1 donation please.  

Friday 7th February                               PTA Quiz Night, 7.30pm 

Monday 10th February                          Widcombe Championship Day in school 

Week of Mon 10th February                 Parents’ Evenings - see Parentmail for details.  

Friday 14th February                             INSET Day and last day Term 3 

 

Tues 18th & Weds 19th February        Sparks Holiday Club  

 

Monday 24th February                         First Day of Term 4 

Week of 2nd March                                                                                           Book Week in school 

Thursday 5th March                               World Book Day , dress up as a book character 

Monday 9th March                                INSET DAY 

Friday 13th March                                  Nebula Class Assembly - Please note: CHANGE OF DATE  

Sunday 15th March                                Bath Half Marathon, please sponsor our runners! 

 

Weekly Class Attendance 
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life 

skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.  

 

Our whole school accumulative attendance for week of 13th January was  96.13% 

Top of the school last week were ROCKETS class who all achieved 98.7%.  

Well Done! 
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FEBRUARY HALF TERM 
HOLIDAY CLUB  

WHEN:  Tuesday 18th – Wednesday 19th February 

 

TIME:  8.45am – 3.15pm 

   (After Care available until 4.30pm) 

 

WHERE:  Widcombe Junior School 

 

ACTIVITIES: Sport, Art, Games, Craft and lots of fun! 

 

WHO FOR: Widcombe Infant and Junior pupils only. 

 

HOW TO BOOK: Go to www.sparksportscoaching.com and login 
to book and pay for your child’s place. 


