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7th February 

2020 

Term 3  - Wk 5 

 

After School 

Clubs 

 

No clubs run by 

school staff next 

week. 

 

Sparks club  

remain as usual. 

 

 

Nut Free  

Please! 
 

 

Word of The 

Week   

Our word of the 

week is  

 

arboretum 

 

 Please ask your 

child - Do you 

know what this 

is?  

Describe it?  

Can you use it in  

a sentence?   

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I enjoyed meeting with Link Parents last week to discuss various topics. One of the dis-

cussion points was children’s use of mobile phones. There is an increase of younger chil-

dren bringing mobile phones to school. Historically, it has been our Y6 pupils who have 

had ownership of a phone. Can I remind you of the arrangements for those choosing to 

bring a phone to school, as outlined in our E-Safety Policy: 

 

Pupils Use of Personal Devices 

 Children should only bring mobile phones into school if absolutely necessary. They 

must be switched off and left with the office staff during the day for safe keeping and collect-

ed at the end of the school day. The school does not allow pupils’ mobile phones in the class-

room.(School cannot accept responsibility for lost or damaged phones). 

 If a pupil breaches the school policy then the phone or device will be confiscated and will be 

held in a secure place in the school office. Mobile phones and devices will be released to par-

ents/carers on the direction of a member of the Senior Leadership Team. 

 School staff may confiscate a phone or device if they believe it is being used to contravene 

the school’s Behaviour or Anti-bullying Policy. The phone or device might be searched by 

the Senior Leadership team with the consent of the pupil or parent/carer. If there is suspi-

cion that the material on the mobile may provide evidence relating to a criminal offence the 

phone will be handed over to the police for further investigation. 

 Phones and devices must not be taken into examinations. Pupils found in possession of a 

mobile phone during an exam will be reported to the appropriate examining body. This may 

result in the student’s withdrawal from either that examination or all examinations. 

 If a pupil needs to contact his/her parents/carers they will be allowed to use a school phone. 

Parents are advised not to contact their child via their mobile phone during the school day, 

but to contact the school office. 

 Students should protect their phone numbers by only giving them to trusted friends and 

family members. Students will be instructed in safe and appropriate use of mobile phones 

and personal devices and will be made aware of boundaries and consequences. 

 

If after reading this, you still feel your child needs to bring a phone to school – please 

instil in them the need to be road safety aware. We’ve received feedback of children 

walking home, looking at their phone screen and not being aware of vehicles and pedes-

trians around them! 

 

During assembly, I’ve reminded pupils about the need to have long hair tied back dur-

ing the school day. This is highlighted in our Parents Handbook: 

 

 
 

There are a number of reasons for this request, most Health & Safety related. It also real-

ly helps limit the spread of hair lice – which I’m sure is something we’re all keen to 

avoid! 

 

Hair Hair should be tidy and appropriate. Extravagant styles and/

or dyed hair are not considered appropriate for school 

Hair accessories Hair accessories such as slides, ribbons, bobbles etc. should 

be plain and simple and, if possible, in school colours 



 

Library News 
 

New Books for Sale at our very own  

Widcombe Junior School Book Shop and Pop-Up Cafe 

Tuesday 3rd March 

 
World Book Day is a brilliant celebration of books and gets us all talking about books, our favourite 

characters and what we would like to read next. This year during Book Week, we will be opening our 

very own BOOK SHOP after school on Tuesday 3rd March, for one hour only! Books on sale have been 

suggested by children in our library and also recommended by local independent bookshop, Mr B’s Em-

porium of Reading Delights, who will be supplying us with the books.  

 

As a result we are stocking some of the best children’s books out there, including current releases. As an 

added bonus, children will be able to use their WORLD BOOK DAY £1 VOUCHERS towards the cost of 

a book they buy. All profits raised will be used to buy new books for our school library. We will also be 

running a pop-up café, where we will be raising funds for this years’ chosen school charity, School in a 

Bag. 

 

Here are just a few of the books that will be on sale!: 

The Taylor Turbochaser by David Baddiel; Mr Penguin and the Catastrophic Cruise by Alex T Smith; The 

Beast of Buckingham Palace and The World’s Worst Children 3 by David Walliams; The Good Thieves 

by Katherine Rundell; The Wizard of Once Knock Three Times by Cressida Cowell; Agent Weasel and 

the Fiendish Fox Gang by Nick East; Scarlet and Ivy The Lights Under the Lake by Sophie Cleverley; El 

Deafo by Cece Bell; Bunny Versus Monkey Book 6 by Phoenix Comics; Dog Man Brawl of the Wild by 

Dav Pilkey; Smile and Sisters by Rania Telgemeir; Dancing the Charleston by Jacqueline Wilson; The 

Runaway Robot by Frank Cottrell Boyce; No Ballet Shoes in Syria by Catherine Bruton 

 

We really hope to see you there: come along for a browse and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee while you shop. 

 

 

LIBRARY COMPETITION 

Reading in Unusual Places 
We would love to receive some photos of you reading in an unusual place – in the woods, upside down, 

in a tree, on a bus, at a museum. Please can you email your photos to the school office or bring print outs 

of your photo to the school library by 26th February at the latest. Winners and prizes will be announced 

during World Book Week! 

 

Closing date for the competition: 26th February  

 

Parents’ Evening next week, thanks to everyone who has signed up via ParentMail – teachers are looking 

forward to meeting with you to share how your child is progressing. Spring Reviews will be sent home 

at the end of Term 4. A parent questionnaire will also be sent home next week – I would really appreciate 

it, if you could take 5 minutes to complete it before the beginning of Term 4. 

 

One more week to enjoy – remember that Friday 14th February is an INSET day. Have a great weekend; 

PTA Quiz Night and a trip to London to enjoy following a busy week! Miss Taylor 



 

School News 
PAT Netball Match 
Congratulations to Poppy and Flossie 

who were selected to represent the Palla-

dian Academy Trust netball team against 

The Paragon School. In a very close con-

test PAT were narrowly defeated by one 

goal! Flossie had the privilege of captain-

ing the team and lead with confidence in 

a tight game. Poppy was not to be out 

done as she was chosen as player of the 

match! Both girls loved the experience 

and we are very proud of how they repre-

sented WJS.   

 

Rockets Wellbeing Wednesday Coffee Morning 
On Wednesday morning Rockets class parents were welcomed to our next Wellbeing Wednesday coffee 

morning. The event was planned and executed by the children with obvious pride and enjoyment. They  

made excellent baristas, waiters, waitresses and bakers and were delighted to see so many parents and 

family members - thank you to everyone who came along. We hope you enjoyed it too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Archer’s English Group: Information-gathering and code-cracking exercise 
On Wednesday, we went on a trip into town to try to help stimulate ideas for our next writing task. 

We’ve watched the first 2 minutes of an animation about a spy whose handover of a briefcase is ruined by 

a pesky pigeon on the hunt for food. Our job is to imagine and write what happens next. 

 

We spent a while observing the pigeons by the Abbey, thinking about what they look like, how they 

move, what noises they make and how they interact with humans and each other, making notes to help 

us back at school. We even tried to tempt a pigeon into our briefcase but we weren’t successful! 

 

We then followed a series 

of clues to find various sur-

prising things around the 

city that we hadn’t seen  

before. Next time you’re in 

town, ask us to show you 

something we saw today…

it might surprise you too! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Mental Health Week  
On Thursday we were visited by Lucy Aston from Yogadoo. She hosted a whole school assembly on how 

to keep ourselves happy and healthy. Lucy highlighted the link between our physical and mental health - 

we need to focus on activities which develop both! She taught us the ‘Take 5’ Method to help us slow our 

breathing down by tracing around our outstretched right hand with the forefinger of our left (ask your 

children to demonstrate). We also tried laughing and ocean breathing to boost our internal happiness. We 

hope to develop Lucy’s work in future sessions, if you would like to learn more about her classes visit  

http://yogadoo.co.uk/classes  

 

 

This assembly compliments the work we have been doing with the 

children during our ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’ sessions. Launched in 

September, these are half hour weekly slots dedicated to experienc-

ing a variety of health focused activities, thinking about wellbeing 

in the context of the wider world and our impact on the environ-

ment. Activities have included School in a Bag fundraising, medita-

tion, writing gratuity notes, learning sign language and music ses-

sions.  

 

Parents and carers also play an important role in teaching children 

and young people how to understand and manage their feelings.  

If you need help to support for your child’s mental health visit the 

Place2be website  

 

https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/

supporting-your-child-s-mental-health/  



 

Swainswick Explorers  

INSET DAY NEWS FLASH 

 
Swainswick Explorers are putting on an Explorer day on  

Monday 9th March to coincide with our INSET day.  

 

An adventurous day out exploring wild places, the day will run from 

8:45am - 2:45pm. 

 

£40 for the day with all the food provided. 

 

Details and booking online at  

www.swainswickexplorers.co.uk 

News From Chestnut Corner 

Are you up for a Challenge? 

Join the WJS Climate Change Tree Planting Campaign. 
The children have launched a campaign to try to get 100 trees planted across our school community by 

March 2020. We need your help. Here’s how you can get involved: 

 

- Plant a tree in your own garden. 

- Help a friend, neighbour or relative to plant a tree. 

- Donate online to an organisation such as the Woodland Trust who will plant one for you. 

 

When you have done so, add your pledge to the specially painted tree by reception so we know how 

close we are to our target! 

 

Look out for the posters made by Comets class explaining the campaign. 

 

We really hope you can help the children reach their target by March. 



 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Monday 10th February                         Widcombe Championship Day in school 

Week of Mon 10th February                Parents’ Evenings - see Parentmail for details 

Friday 14th February                            INSET Day and last day Term 3 

 

Tues 18th & Weds 19th February        Sparks Holiday Club  

 

Monday 24th February                        First Day of Term 4 

Week of 2nd March                                                                                          Book Week  

Tuesday 3rd March                                                Book Fair in hall and café , 3.15pm—4.15pm  

Thursday 5th March                              World Book Day , dress up as a book character 

Monday 9th March                               INSET DAY 

Friday 13th March                                  Nebula Class Assembly - Please note: CHANGE OF DATE  

Sunday 15th March                                Bath Half Marathon, please sponsor our runners! 

Tuesday 17th March                              Easter Expressions Day 

Tuesday 24th March                              Dance Umbrella Performance at The Forum for dance club                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                       6.30-8.30pm 

Friday 27th March                                 Widcombe Championship Day 

Friday 27th March                                 Spring Concert at Hayesfield Girl’s School 

Tuesday 31st March                              Easter Play performances at 9.15am and 2.30pm 

Thursday 2nd April                              Easter Service at St Matthew’s Church 

Friday 3rd April                                    Last Day of Term 4 

Weekly Class Attendance 
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life 

skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.  

 

Our whole school accumulative attendance for this week was 96.10 % 

Top of the school last week were SATELLIES class who all achieved 96.3%.  

Well Done! 

 

 

 

       







FEBRUARY HALF TERM 
HOLIDAY CLUB  

WHEN:  Tuesday 18th – Wednesday 19th February 

 

TIME:  8.45am – 3.15pm 

   (After Care available until 4.30pm) 

 

WHERE:  Widcombe Junior School 

 

ACTIVITIES: Sport, Art, Games, Craft and lots of fun! 

 

WHO FOR: Widcombe Infant and Junior pupils only. 

 

HOW TO BOOK: Go to www.sparksportscoaching.com and login 
to book and pay for your child’s place. 


