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  - Wk 4 

 

Notices 
 

Overdue  

Library Books  
We have 160 

books overdue 

from pre-

lockdown and 

would be  grate-

ful if these could 

be returned to 

the library on  

Monday.  
 

 

Water Bottles 
Please make 

sure your child 

has a named  

water bottle in 

school everyday,  

water fountain is 

closed due to   

social distanc-

ing. 

 

 

Nut Free  

Please! 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We very much enjoyed our ‘off timetable’ week, last week. Not only could we see 

the benefit of spending additional time on those subjects, but the wellbeing it 

brought within each class. It has reignited dialogue amongst the staff team on how 

we can incorporate more of The Arts and technical subjects into our curriculum. 

There are clearly constraints because of the congestion of the National Curriculum 

– but we also need to remember that the National Curriculum makes up our School 

Curriculum. We can make decisions based on our cohort of pupils - more on this in 

the coming weeks. 

Please find included information about our team of Governors. We are incredibly 

fortunate to have such a strong and able team, who each bring a particular skill and 

unique perspective to the Governing Body. I am appreciative of everything our 

Governors do in continuing to support moving our school forward. 

 

Next week, children will complete assessments in Maths, Reading and SPaG. This 

will help inform class teachers on specific areas requiring further attention. We’re 

aware, for some children, the outcomes may be slightly different to what they 

would have been if school closure had not happened however believe completing 

these assessments will provide a clearer picture on children’s understanding. Out-

comes will be shared with you as part of the Spring Term review, which will be 

sent home on 1st April. 

 

Additional double yellow lines have been marked directly outside both WJS and 

Widcombe Infant School. We would appreciate your support in respecting these 

safety measures and not using these areas for drop offs/pick-ups (unless in posses-

sion of a blue badge). I understand this may add a few more minutes to your jour-

ney to/from school however the safety of our school community is paramount.  

 

If your child is interested in entering the Royal Academy of Arts Young Artists’ 

Summer Show, then we can help. As a school, we have registered and are able to 

submit your child’s work on their behalf. The deadline for work submission is 26th 

April 2021. For more information please head to: youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk 

 

Wishing you a good weekend, as we start to look towards the end of term.  

Miss Taylor 



The Governing Body at Widcombe Church of England Junior School 

 
Dear Parents,  

Back in the Autumn I sent out information about what was involved in being a governor at WJS. At that 

time, we had struggled to recruit to the school governing body (SGB), but I’m pleased to say our numbers 

have been boosted by the addition of four new governors. Now seems like a good opportunity to intro-

duce not only our new recruits, but also give you more information about all our governors. We have put 

together some mini-profiles and also indicated their particular interests and responsibilities. I would also 

like to take this opportunity to thank governors for the time, commitment and support that they’ve given 

all the members of our school community in these challenging times.  

 

Ros Hicks Chairperson 

Ros has chaired the SGB since September 2018 when she retired from working at the school. She has a var-

ied background in education, having taught English in primary and secondary schools and also worked 

as an adviser for a number of years.  

 

As a Foundation Governor, Ros sits on The Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development Committee, 

(SMSC)The Pupil Welfare Committee, is the designated Safeguarding Governor and a member of the Edu-

cation and Achievement Forum. 

 

Sarah Carney Vice Chair 

Sarah has had a long relationship with the school, both as a parent and a former governor. Her last stint 

on the SGB included an Ofsted inspection and the recruitment of Claire Taylor as Headteacher. She is a 

commercial solicitor who brings analytical and other relevant skills  to her role as governor.   

 

Also a Foundation Governor, Sarah sits on the SMSC, is the Pay and Staffing Governor and a member of 

the Education and Achievement Forum. 

 

Hannah Brunton 

Hannah started her term as a governor as a Parent Governor, having children in Years 5 and 3. However, 

she has recently changed designation and is now a Foundation Governor. 

 

She is a CIMA qualified finance professional, who has worked in both accountancy and commercial fi-

nance roles across large corporates, most recently in online and traditional retail businesses. These roles 

have included ensuring the accuracy of complex financial information, and analysing the viability of fu-

ture projects. 

 

Hannah sits on the SMSC, the Admissions Advisory Panel,  is our designated Finance Governor and is a 

member of the Education and Achievement Forum. 

 

Rev Tim Buckley 

Many of you will know Tim as the Vicar of St Matthew and St Thomas’ churches in Widcombe. He has a 

long association with the school and is a regular visitor as well as having had one of his children here a 

few years ago. Tim is appointed by the Diocese of Bath and Wells, and is an important link with our local 

community.  

 

As a Foundation Governor Tim sits on the SMSC and is a member of the Education and Achievement Fo-

rum. 

 

Alice Dunn 

Alice is one of our newly appointed governors. Although she has a child in Year 3 at school, she was co-

opted onto the governing body as a Community Governor because she has significant experience in the  



world of education. Alice has a background in secondary science, as a teacher and consultant, wide experi-

ence in school leadership and currently works for Teach First in a curriculum design role.  

 

Alice is our designated Special Educational Needs Governor and a member of the Education and Achieve-

ment Panel. 

 

Laura Gracey 

Many of you will recognise Laura as someone who has had a connection with the school for many years. 

Currently teaching part-time at WJS, Laura has particular interests in the faith aspects of our life as a 

church school as well a range of environmental issues. 

 

Laura chairs the Pupil Welfare Committee, is our designated governor for Pupil Progress children, a mem-

ber of SMCS and the Education and Achievement Panel. 

 

Thelma Hall 

We were very pleased to welcome Thelma as a new Parent Governor at the end of last year. Her son is in 

Year 3 and she has a daughter in reception at the Infants. Thelma is a lawyer with a background in legal 

and risk management and expertise in corporate governance.  

 

Thelma chairs the Admissions Advisory Panel and is a member of The Education and Achievement Panel. 

 

Ann Hatton 

Ann is also one of our newly appointed governors, but she too has past connections with WJS. Ann was 

our RE specialist teacher for many years, before having a change of career and going to work for the locally 

based charity, Send a Cow where she works as an educator and fundraiser. She is a Foundation Governor 

and has a particular interest in the spiritual aspects of school life.  

 

Ann co-chairs SMSC and is a member of the Education and Achievement Panel. 

 

Kat Hughes 

As Staff Governor, Kat represents the staff on the SGB, and many of you will know her as a year 5 teacher. 

She also shares  responsibility for RE in school, making her a valuable member of SMSC.  

 

Kat is designated staff governor, a member of SMSC and the Education and Achievement Panel.  

 

Claire Taylor 

As headteacher, Claire is involved with all aspects of the governing body, attending all sub-committee 

meetings with the exception of Pupil Welfare. 

 

Alistair Williamson 

Alistair is the second of our two Parent Governors, with a son in Year 5.  As well as providing a vital pa-

rental perspective, he has a background in financial services with wide experience of decision making and 

risk management.  

 

Alistair is our designated Health and Safety Governor and member of the Education and Achievement Fo-

rum.  

 

Deborah Clayton 

Deborah has had a long relationship with the school, both as a parent and former governor. Although not a 

member of the SGB, Deb attends all full SGB meetings as our clerk, and provides advice on governance 

matters.  

Best wishes,  

Ros Hicks, Chairperson  



School Highlights 

Year 4 Friendship Soup 
In Year 4, the children all contributed to make some Friendship soup. It is made from fun, love, patience, 

laughter with a splash of cheekiness. They all had a taste and many came back for seconds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Anderson Shelters 
As part of their topic work, Year 6 made some beautifully crafted Anderson Shelters. These were put to the 

ultimate test by the children, they placed a Lego figure inside, put a 1 kg weight on top and soaked them. 

Not everyone chose to put their lovely shelter to the water test!  
 



 

Flu Vaccination Programme 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Weekly Class Attendance 
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life 

skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.  

Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 97.58%.    

Top of the school last week were SATELLITES class who all achieved 100%. Well Done! 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 
Friday 26th March  INSET Day 

Week of 29th March  Book Week   

Wednesday 31st March  Book Week Dressing Up Day - your child can come to   

school dressed as their favourite book character 

Friday 2nd April  Bank Holiday - Good Friday  

Monday 5th—Friday 16th April  Easter Holiday 

 

Monday 19th April  Start of Term 5 

Friday 28th May  End of Term 5 

 

Monday 7th June  Start of Term 6 

Friday 18th June  INSET Day 

Monday 21st June  INSET Day 

Wednesday 21st July  End of Term 6 

 

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events,  

sometimes event dates do change due to unforeseen circumstances,  

please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up to date with school events.  
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Scientific Photography Competition 
2020 



 

Flu Vaccination Programme 
 

 

The Big Battery Hunt is back!   
 

Your child has been given a card battery collection box  

to bring home today to start collecting used  

AAA, AA, C and D batteries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By taking part they are helping our environment,  

contributing to a country wide recycling initiative,  

and keeping dangerous waste materials out of landfill.  
 

 

With the supervision of an adult, please encourage your child 

to collect as many used batteries as possible and put them in 

their recycling box. Once the box is full it can be dropped off  

at school reception, help us to fill our barrel!   


