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After School
Clubs
All after school
clubs are
running next
week.

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to Term 4. Our School Value this Term is Perseverance. The Bible Quote
comes from Hebrews 12:1 ‘We must be determined to run the race that is ahead of us’
Thank you to the 115 parents who completed the parent questionnaire. Here are the results:

My child is happy at school.
My child feels safe at school.

Nut Free
Please!

The school makes sure its
pupils behave well.
My child has been bullied
and the school dealt with
the incident effectively.
The school makes me aware
of what my child will learn
during the year.

Word of The
Week
Our word of the
week is
Lent
Please ask your
child - Do you
know what this
is?
Describe it?
Can you use it in
a sentence?

When I have raised concerns
with the school they have
been dealt with.
My child has SEND, and the
school gives them the support they need to succeed.
The school has high expectations for my child.
The school lets me know
how my child is doing.
There is a good range of
subjects available to my
child at WJS.
There is a good range of extra-curricular at WJS.
WJS supports my child’s
wider personal development.
I would recommend Widcombe Junior School to another family.
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Agree

Don’t
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Strongly
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On the whole, a good picture with some unpicking and thinking to do on a couple of areas. More to follow
next week.
An enthusiastic plug for Mr Seatter’s Parent and Staff Choir which begins next Tuesday, 7pm-8pm and
will run for a few weeks. We’ll work towards a few songs which will be performed at the Hayesfield Concert on Friday 27th March 2020. It’s lots of fun and the children absolutely love watching their parents perform – even if they say they don’t. Come along, and bring with you another Widcombe parent.

Next week’s Book Week and we’re heading off timetable. If you’re a parent volunteer with reading/
timestables we won’t be requiring your support next week. We are immersing ourselves fully in Book
Week and have chosen a fantastic book as our inspiration. Mrs Maughan has planned a host of activities;
there will be a focus on creative writing and art permeating throughout the school. As usual, children will
be able to come dressed in their favourite book character on Thursday. I can’t wait to see all the costumes.

Have a lovely weekend. If it’s anything like previous weekends, it’s bound to be wet – so cinema trip in
order. Miss Taylor

School News
STEM Learning (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths)
Schools across the Palladian Academy Trust are very
much looking forward to coming together to celebrate STEM learning in our schools. Coordinators
from every school have been working together to develop a series of lessons linked to the theme
‘Protecting our Environment’ which will be delivered across all PAT schools at the beginning of
March. Representatives from every year group in
every school will display their work at a special
event at Ralph Allen School on Tuesday 17th March
(EYFS & KS1) and on Wednesday 18th March (KS2
and KS3) from 5pm – 6pm.
STEAMSHIP, a local based organisation who work with schools, organisations and individuals to create
new and exciting ways to learn will also be running 2 workshops during the week beginning 9th March.
We will inform you if your child is involved in these nearer the time.

Comets School in a Bag Fundraiser
On 29th January, as part of our Wellbeing Wednesday activities, Comets class
completed a obstacle course around the school playground in aid of our school
charity, School in a Bag. The children did a brilliant job of keeping up the pace
and enjoyed the challenge.
We would really like to thank family and friends who kindly sponsored their
endeavours, you added £229.38 to our total. Next up will be Asteroids class!

School News
Spring Choral Concert - Friday 27th March
Our choir and band children are busy rehearsing for our annual Choral Concert at Hayesfield. This will
take place from 7.30 - 8.30pm on Friday 27th March at Hayesfield Upper School, Oldfield Park and will
include performances from our very talented Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs, our After School Choir, our fabulous school band the Widcombe Rockers and, for one night only, our Parents and Staff Choir.
Tickets are available to buy for families of the choir and band children via Parentmail or cash at the office.
These are priced at £4 per adult and £1 per child. Once your payment is received we will send your tickets home with your child.
All profits made will go towards a touring theatre group Easter Play visit and our Arts Week enrichment
activities programme.

Parent and Staff Choir
Our parent and staff choir is BACK for the 7th year running! Mr Seatter is our choir master, who has a
brilliant selection of songs for us to perform this year. All parents are very welcome to join us, no experience is necessary, there are no auditions, just turn up and join in. There will be four evening rehearsals on
Tuesday evenings, starting next Tuesday, 3rd March from 7.00 – 8 .00pm in the school hall. We hope to
see lots of parents there.

Nut Free Reminder
We would like to remind everyone we are a Nut Free school. Please adhere to this rule as we have children in school for whom nuts present a serious health risk. Be aware that some foods have hidden nuts
and Pesto Sauce on Pasta also presents a risk. Thank you.

School Council News
Hi,
On behalf of the School Council we would like to explain what will be happening every fortnight in this
part of the newsletter.

Every two weeks, two school councillors will report news from each
year group. It could be highlights from our core subjects or foundation
subjects. For example in Year 5 English this week we have been writing
Haikus and Tankas (Japanese poetry). This is also a chance for us to tell
you about different interesting or exciting events across the classes.
Look out for our fortnight focus!
THANK YOU!
Hattie and Wren (Year 5)

Library News
World Book Day Week
We are all getting very excited about World Book Day - at our school it is never just a day, we will be celebrating all week! On Monday, each class will receive a book that they will be studying for the week, and
we have visitors coming in every day to read stories. We are really looking forward to opening our Book
Shop after school on Tuesday and hope to see lots of you there. On Wednesday, Story Swap Shop will take
place in the afternoon and on Thursday, it is dressing-up as your favourite character day and we have a
local author visiting. There are a few other surprises to be unveiled during the week, as well as some bookish quizzes in the library. Here’s to an excellent Book Week!

World Book Day Charity Launch Their Story-Sharing Campaign
The World Book Day charity have launched a nationwide campaign to help change children’s lives, by
making story-sharing a habit of a lifetime and creating readers for life. Can you help?
“Spending just 10 minutes a day reading and sharing stories with children can make a
crucial difference to their outcomes and it’s fun for all involved. You can read together
anywhere and everywhere, from breakfast to bedtime! In the park, on the train, on the
sofa – reading and sharing stories can happen anywhere at any time. This year we
need YOUR help to SHARE A MILLION STORIES during World Book Day month
(Thursday 27 February to Sunday 29 March).
Register now to find out how you can join in and have the opportunity to WIN £1,000 OF PHENOMENAL
BOOK PRIZES every week during our campaign.” Find out more at: www.worldbookday.com/share-amillion-stories/register

News from the Playground
News from Chestnut Corner
Nebula class have been enjoying their Forest School sessions over the last few Thursdays. There has been
some amazing power sawing, creative boat building and innovative pineapple jam recipes over the fire.
They have been linking their survival skills with the book Kensuke’s Kingdom which they are studying in
literature.

Playground News
The OPAL shed has had a full refresh over half term and we have lots of new play items. We are still in
need of more shoes, cuddly toys, wheelie items and a new yoga ball if anyone can help. Please leave at the
office or find Zosia.

A new team of Playleaders has now been selected for the term and they had their training this week. Florrie, Amity, Florence, Peggy, Willow, William Q, Ed, Dylan P, Felix F and Bree - thank you for taking on this
role.

Widcombe Junior School
BOOK SHOP and Cafe –
Tuesday 3rd March
Come along to our school BOOK SHOP after school on Tuesday 3rd
March, and browse a fantastic selection
of children’s books, carefully selected by children at our school and
supplied by MR B’s Emporium of Reading Delights. Use your World
Book Day £1 voucher towards the cost of a book. All money raised
will be used to buy new books for our school library.

"If you don’t like to read, you haven’t found the right book yet."
— JK Rowling
"Books make great gifts because they have whole worlds inside of them. "
— Neil Gaiman

Weekly Class Attendance
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 96.25%
Top of the school last week were COMETS class who all achieved 98.3%.
Well Done!
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Week of 2nd March
Tuesday 3rd March
Thursday 5th March
Monday 9th March
Friday 13th March
Sunday 15th March
Tuesday 17th March
Tuesday 24th March
Thursday 26th March
Friday 27th March
Friday 27th March
Tuesday 31st March
Wednesday 1st April
Thursday 2nd April
Friday 3rd April
Friday 3rd April

Book Week
Book Fair in hall and café , 3.15pm—4.15pm
World Book Day , dress up as a book character
INSET DAY
Nebula Class Assembly - Please note: CHANGE OF DATE
Bath Half Marathon, please sponsor our runners!
Easter Expressions Day
Dance Umbrella Performance at The Forum for dance club
6.30-8.30pm
Year 5 Trip to Smallcombe Woods pm
Widcombe Championship Day
Spring Concert at Hayesfield Girl’s School
Easter Play performances at 9.15am and 2.30pm
Year 4 Superhero Day
Easter Service at St Matthew’s Church
Mufti-Day, please send your children in home clothes with £1
donation for the PTA
Last Day of Term 4

Widcombe Junior School
Choral Concert
Hayesfield Upper School

Friday 27th March
7:30pm - 8.30pm
Featuring:


Widcombe Juniors After School Choir



Widcombe Juniors Boys’ Choir



Widcombe Juniors Girls’ Choir



Widcombe Parent and Staff Choir



School Band - The Widcombe Rockers

Tickets: £4 Adults, £1 Children
available via Parentmail
All profits will go towards Easter touring theatre visit and
Arts Week enrichment activities

