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After School 

Clubs 

 

All after school 

clubs are  

running next 

week.  

 

 

Nut Free  

Please! 
 

 

Word of The 

Week   

Our word of the 

week is  

 

manuscript 

 

 Please ask your 

child - Do you 

know what this 

is?  

Describe it?  

Can you use it in  

a sentence?   

 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We have enjoyed a brilliant Book Week. Our inspiration was ‘The Day War Came’. A moving, 

poetic narrative and child-friendly illustrations follow the heart-breaking, ultimately hopeful 

journey of a little girl who is forced to become a refugee. When the government refused to allow 

3000 child refugees to enter this country in 2016 Nicola Davies (author) was so angry she wrote a 

poem. It started a campaign for which artists contributed drawings of chairs, symbolising a seat 

in a classroom, education, kindness, the hope of a future. The poem has become this book. We 

thought this was the perfect book to ignite imagination and creativity into our art and writing 

and raise awareness with our students about the topic of refugees. We hope you have enjoyed 

some interesting conversations this week about this topic. 

 

Supernova would like to give a big thank you to Chris Sowtan for kindly coming in to talk to  

Supernova class about his work with refugees. 

 

When we were not engrossed in our chosen book we also took part in a Book Swap Swap Shop 

and stories around the campfire with Zosia. Each class was visited by a couple of visitors 

throughout the week, to share one of their favourite stories. It’s been an action packed week – 

thanks to Mrs Maughan and staff for their efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Year Parent Questionnaire 

 
Following on from the Mid-Year Parent Questionnaire I wanted to unpick one of the sections: 

In comparison to July 2019, this percentage decreased 13% which I’m disappointed by.  

 

  Strongly Agree/Agree  

July 2018-2019  Mid-Year  2019-2020   

The school has high expectations 

for my child.  

95%  82%  



 

If asked, I would say we do have high expectations for everyone at WJS  – and examples I could offer, include: 

 Creating a new school-wide Curriculum  

 3x way split in Y4, 5 and 6 for English 

 Flexibility of Maths Groupings 

 Introduction of Forest school for all classes this year 

 Increased involvement in sporting opportunities: competitive and non-competitive 

 3 year improvement with attainment and progress for Key Stage 2 outcomes 

 Well established music opportunities 

 Focused whole school events: Sports Week, Book Week and Arts Week 

 Enhanced play and lunchtime offer 

I believe a real strength at Widcombe is the personal development and growth of our pupils. Alongside you as 

parents, we have high expectations and work hard to instil strong values and moral compass to achieve part of 

our School Vision: 

Children leave WJS with strong social, spiritual and moral values. They value the world, their community, their school 

and each other 

Some of you may even be of the opinion that these expectations supersede that of achieving excellent levels of 

attainment or fulfilling a spread of wider curriculum opportunities.  

 

I would find it helpful to find out from a parent perspective why there’s been a slight drop in this particular ar-

ea. If we’re not aware we can’t be in a position to reflect, evaluate and see if something can be changed or im-

proved. Please come and speak to me, or raise it with your Link Parent to be discussed during our next meeting 

on the 20th March. Thank you. 

 

Coronavirus 
The school has had no reported cases of any student or staff member with COVID-19. If there are any concerns, 

we will be following the advice from Public Health England, and are receiving daily updates on how to address 

various situations. This is the most recent update: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-

educational-settings-about-covid-19 

 

We continue to speak to the children (and staff) about the importance of: 

 washing your hands often - with soap and water, or use alcohol sanitiser if handwashing facilities are 

not available. 

 covering your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throwing the tissue in a bin. See Catch it, Bin it, Kill it 

 avoiding touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands 

 avoiding close contact with people who are unwell 

 cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched objects and surfaces 

Currently, we’ve a good level of tissues, soap, disinfectants etc. in stock and are sourcing extra, just in case our 

supplier runs low. 

 

If the situation should escalate in the Bath area, we would first of all seek advice from 111 and Public Health 

England and if appropriate, communicate any relevant information via Parentmail. The current message from 

Public Health England is that a school should not take the decision to close unless told to by Public Health. At 

this stage, we’ve no other information to suggest anything different. 

 

Thanks to the parents and staff who joined Mr Seatter for the first Hayesfield concert rehearsal on Tuesday. It 

was great to see familiar and new faces in the choir. If you didn’t come along, it’s not too late - join rehearsals in 

the school hall over the next few Tuesday’s 7pm-8pm.  

 

We’re all looking forward to next week remember that Monday is an INSET day for all staff, held at Ralph Al-

len School. Have a good weekend; perhaps the first in a long time with no storm heading our way. We can but 

hope! Miss Taylor 



 
 



 

School News 
Book Week  
It has been a very busy, interesting and thought provoking Book Week. Thank you to all the staff, children 

and parents for making it all happen! The book we chose to focus on this year was ‘The Day War Came’ by 

Nicola Davies. It is a powerful picture book, about a child refugee seeking refuge in a new country, but it has 

a simple and constructive message: we need to be kind. 

 

We began the week with a book quiz and plenty of visitors from around the academy trust, who came to read 

from their favourite books to each class. We had sessions around the campfire, thinking about why stories are 

so powerful, important and character-forming. Zosia told an incredibly vivid and beautiful story about her 

mother’s childhood, fleeing Poland during the Second World War, which had echoes of the little girl in our 

Book Week book. We talked about how we can all be storytellers, and telling stories from our own family his-

tories can be a good place to start. Your children may have come home to ask you to tell them some stories 

from your own childhoods and over the coming weeks we hope to continue exploring storytelling. 

 

We also had a visit from local charity, Bath Welcomes Refugees, which currently looks after over 100 refugees 

in the Bath area - their language co-ordinator told us about what they do to help refugees find their feet in a 

new country, giving them support with learning English, and finding places to live. If you would like to find 

out more about their work, take a look at their website at bathwelcomesrefugees.org.uk  

The children had a lot of questions! 

 

Our Book Shop on Tuesday was a huge success! Thank you to all the brilliant librarians and children who 

were involved with choosing the books to sell; helped set up the shop; and stayed to talk about, recommend 

and sell books to all our enthusiastic customers. A big thank you to all the wonderful parent helpers who 

came to help and all those who came to browse, take a look at the books and buy a few, too. We are very 

grateful to Mr B’s bookshop for supplying all the beautiful books and suggesting some new ones that we had-

n’t seen before, and we are very pleased to say that we made over £125 in profit to spend on new books for 

our school library! These will be coming next week! 

 

On Wednesday, the children took their pick from 17 stories they could hear at our biggest ever Story Swap 

Shop - some old favourites and some new ones, too, all wonderful tasters of books they might like to read 

more of! 



 

And not forgetting the colourful and brilliant array of story-book characters that came to school on Thurs-

day, and all the chatter about books that always entails. We were very pleased to welcome local author Cath-

erine Bruton to school on World Book Day itself to talk about her book ‘No Ballet Shoes in Syria’, a title that 

lots of children have been talking about over the last few months and which will be available in our library 

from next week. 

It is not too late to sign up for the World Book Day charity Share a Story campaign (worldbook-day.com) and 

pledge to spend just 10 minutes a day reading a story with your child to help the campaign reach their target 

of a million stories during World Book Day Month. We all love stories, let’s keep making time to read them 

together. Thank you everyone 

Outstanding Debt - Breakfast Club at Infants 
If your child has attended Breakfast Club at the Infants School please make sure you are up to date with pay-

ments as there are a large number of outstanding invoices, some going back a considerable length of time.  

Over the next two weeks the Infant School will be getting in touch via our office to collect outstanding pay-

ments.  

 

Spring Choral Concert  - Friday 27th March 
Our choir and band children are busy rehearsing for our annual Choral Concert at Hayesfield. This will take 

place  from 7.30 - 8.30pm on Friday 27th March at Hayesfield Upper School, Oldfield Park and will include 

performances from our very talented Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs, our After School Choir, our fabulous school 

band the Widcombe Rockers and, for one night only, our Parents and Staff Choir. 

  

Tickets are available to buy for families of the choir and band children via Parentmail or with cash at the 

office. These are priced at £4 per adult and £1 per child. Once your payment is received we will send your 

tickets home with your child. All profits made will go towards a touring theatre group Easter play visit and 

our Arts Week enrichment activities programme.   

  

Parent and Staff Choir 
Our parent and staff choir is BACK for the 7th year running!  Mr Seatter is our choir master, who has a bril-

liant selection of songs for us to perform this year.  All parents are very welcome to join us, no experience is 

necessary, there are no auditions, just turn up and join in. There will be four evening rehearsals on Tuesday 

evenings, our second is next Tuesday from  7.00 – 8 .15pm in the school hall—it’s not too late to join us!  



 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Monday 9th March                               INSET DAY 

Friday 13th March                                 Nebula Class Assembly - Please note: CHANGE OF DATE  

Sunday 15th March                               Bath Half Marathon, please sponsor our runners! 

Tuesday 17th March                              Easter Expressions Day 

Tuesday 24th March                              Dance Umbrella Performance at The Forum for dance club                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                       6.30-8.30pm 

Thursday 26th March                            Year 5 Trip to Smallcombe Woods pm 

Friday 27th March                                 Widcombe Championship Day 

 

Friday 27th March                                 Spring Concert at Hayesfield Girl’s School 

Tuesday 31st March                              Easter Play performances at 9.15am and 2.30pm 

Wednesday 1st April                            Year 4 Superhero Day  

Thursday 2nd April                              Easter Service at St Matthew’s Church 

Friday 3rd April                                    Mufti-Day, please send your children in home clothes with £1           

                                                                                                                                                                                                    donation for the PTA 

Friday 3rd April                                    Last Day of Term 4 

 

 

 

Weekly Class Attendance 
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life 

skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.  

 

Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was  96.28% 

Top of the school last week were ROCKETS class who all achieved 99.30%.  

Well Done! 
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Bath Half Café - Sunday, March 15th 

Café Open 10.30am – 1.00pm 
 

Come out & help us celebrate!  

   #Team Widcombe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The pop-up cafe needs: 
 cake donations (incl. gluten-free, nut-free & vegan) -

please bring donations to Junior School on Friday 
 people to set up gazebos, tables & chairs and run the 

stall - sign up at the Junior School Office 
 people with loud voices & fun signs!  
 
 
If you can help please sign up at the Junior School Office  

or contact Rita at 
WidcombeRuns@gmail.com 





Widcombe Junior School 

 Choral Concert  

Hayesfield Upper School 

Friday 27th March      

7:30pm - 8.30pm 

Featuring: 

 Widcombe Juniors After School Choir 

 Widcombe Juniors Boys’ Choir 

 Widcombe Juniors Girls’ Choir 

 Widcombe Parent and Staff Choir 

 School Band  - The Widcombe Rockers 

Tickets: £4 Adults, £1 Children  

available via Parentmail  

All profits will go towards Easter touring theatre visit and  

Arts Week enrichment activities  


