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2020
Term 4 - Wk 3

After School
Clubs
All after school
clubs are
running next
week.

Nut Free
Please!

Word of The
Week
Our word of the
week is
harmonic
Please ask your
child - Do you
know what this
is?
Describe it?
Can you use it in
a sentence?

Dear Parents and Carers,
Staff at WJS enjoyed the INSET on Monday, at Ralph Allen School. It was led by Pivotal
Education and was centred around: ‘When the adults change. Everything Changes’ Paul
Dix has published a book on this topic, and some of the content was shared on Monday.
It was interesting, it was clear, and it was a helpful reminder of our duty and responsibility to support and encourage all children. Staff returned to school on Tuesday more
positive than when they had left on Friday and there’s already been some valuable discussion about our practice, and how we go about things at WJS. More to follow on this.
Congratulations to our wonderful school choirs
and band – who represented us brilliantly during
the MidSomerset Festival this week. The boys’ and
girls’ choir sang brilliantly in their respective entries, and were delighted to win the combined
event. A gorgeous trophy came back to WJS. The
School Band wowed their audience during the non
-competitive afternoon session. It’s unbelievable
the work that’s put into this band – with so many
of the group being non-musicians just a few weeks
and months ago. Massive thanks to the parents
who gave up time before, during and after this
event and supported the school in some way. If
you’re coming to the Hayesfield Concert on the
27th you’re in for a treat.
Unfortunately, social media has reared its ugly head again this week. I’ve received feedback from parents that children at WJS are accessing an app called, Tik-Tok. For those of
you who don’t know, it’s a social media platform for creating, sharing and discovering
short music videos - think Karaoke for the digital age. Tik-Tok requires users to be at
least 13 years old to access its platform. Children at WJS aren’t 13, so shouldn’t be accessing it. I’m also aware of some children who are accessing Tik-Tok, that their choice
of language when recreating videos is not appropriate. Can I highlight the importance of
parental responsibility in ensuring that if your child does have a mobile phone – they’re
using it in the correct way. Unkind messages being sent on Whatsapp also don’t sit comfortably with our School Values. We continue to educate children on the dangers (and
perks) of technology and how they can keep themselves safe, however this needs support and reminders from home too, please.
I’m looking forward to meeting with Link Parents next Friday. If you have any comments/queries please forward them to your Link Parent in advance of the meeting.
Have a great weekend; GOOD LUCK to the Bath-Half runners. If I had a hat, I’d be taking it off to you. I’m looking forward to cheering you on from the side-lines.
Miss Taylor

Coronavirus Advice
We receive daily updates from Public Health England and would like to share the latest guidance so that parents can reinforce these messages at home. Personal hygiene continues to be paramount and is the most important way we can all tackle COVID-19 together, especially washing hands more; and the catch it, bin it, kill
it strategy for those with coughs and sneezes.
The children have been given an assembly on handwashing and are being reminded to do so throughout the
day. There are two NHS resources we would like to share with you showing the correct handwashing technique, these can be found at https://youtu.be/bQCP7waTRWU or for a version designed for young children
visit https://youtu.be/bQCP7waTRWU
Public Health England recommends that in addition to handwashing before eating, and after coughing and
sneezing, everyone should also wash hands after using toilets and travelling on public transport.

School News
STEM Week
Year 3
Last Friday Y3 had some visitors
from Bath University to show us
some fascinating forces. We were
all completely amazed by the
levitator which used the power of
sound to make things float. A
small steam engine used steam to
make a wheel turn and magnetic
forces were able to confuse a compass. Thanks to Sakura's mum and her team of students who made the afternoon one to remember in year 3.
Year 3 Balloon Cars
This week Year 3 made balloon
powered cars. This follows on
from creating a balanced argument, debating whether cars
should be allowed in Bath city
centre or be banned! We are now
creating a set of instructions on
how to make balloon cars so other children can give it a go!
Year 4
Year 4 were tasked to design a
new reflective armband which
would be functional as well as
fashionable. They used bright
colours and reflective materials to
create some jazzy new bands.
The children then programmed a
Microbit to incorporate the flashing element.

Year 5
This week in Science we have been learning about the life cycle of different animals (particularly amphibians and insects). We also learnt about metamorphosis and then had a go at creating our own metamorphic
creatures. We had fun created, naming and labelling our inventions. On Friday, as part of STEM week, we
will be exploring renewable energy sources and taking part in a wind turbine challenge!

Year 6
In Year 6, the children focused on the issue of Climate Change. They worked in groups to explore how
global warming is having an impact on the different world continents. The children completed research
before presenting the information through an informative poster.

Mid-Somerset Festival
Over 100 children from our school attended the Primary music makers day at the Pavilion. In the morning,
the Boys’ and Girls’ choirs competed against other schools in various categories. Both the Boys’ and the
Girls’ choirs sang beautifully as individual choirs but it was their combined forces which enabled them to
win the LEA/Academies choirs section of which the children were thrilled and we of course are extremely
proud of.
In the afternoon, the School Band rocked their Gimme some Loving/Mountain King mash up. They produced an incredible
sound and were widely appreciated. This is especially brilliant
considering a lot of the children are still beginners! A huge thank
you to Jon Gore, David Stares, Marie Youngman, Chris Gillmore,
Rich Beeby and Shean Bowers for all their tuition and support!

Library News
Reading in Unusual Places Competition
Thank you for all the wonderful entries for our Reading in Unusual Places Competition – we had pictures of
children reading on horseback, in a cage, up a tree, in a supermarket trolley, in a stream, and even in the
snow! It was extremely hard for our librarians to choose our winners but after much deliberation, the winners were:
Joint 1st Prize - Minnie and Cora
2nd Prize - Sophia
3rd Prize - Sophie
4th Prize – Lily M
All the winners chose a book, and everyone who took part received a certificate, book mark and a Phoenix
Comic. Thank you again for taking part!

School Council News Roundup
Our school council have been looking back at Book Week and would like to share some their classes highlights
with you. The whole school shared the book ‘The Day The War Came’.
Stars
In Stars we created a poem about the book and re-told the story using art. Our favourite bit was using oil pastels, water colours and charcoal to make different parts of the story. Dressing up for World Book Day was great
fun. Also, the book sale, story around the fire and story swap shop were great fun.
Rockets
In book week we have been looking at people who are refugees and the journey that they have been on. We
have created poems about what we could see, hear and feel and we made six pictures that follow the journey of
a refugee.
Asteroids
‘The Day War Came’ is about a girl who had a perfectly normal life but then a war began in her country. She
had to make a long journey to a different country and it was very hard. A boy gave her a chair so she could
learn and have a life like her old one. Even though the chair was a small, non-valuable gift, it was very precious
to the girl and made a big difference. I think they chose this book because we need to understand how we are
lucky and some people are not. We have written newspaper reports about the her.
Comets
In Comets, during world book week we have been looking at a book called ‘The Day War Came’. We have
been studying how the illustrator has used lots of different ways to make the book more colourful like using
watercolours and pencil colours and we have tried to recreate how she did that. We really enjoyed doing it!
Supernova
During Book Week, in Supernova Class our highlight was designing cushion covers. We started off by doing a
sketch in pencil on a square piece of paper before moving on to our final piece which we did in oil pastel.
Hattie & Felix
Nebula
We studied the illustrator of ‘The Day the War Came’. We have been looking
at Rebecca Cobb’s use of patterns and colour. Also, we learnt about using other skills like smudging, lines, cross hatching and more. The picture we chose
to take a photo of was by Anna as you can see she has used lots of the skills we
have mentioned especially smudging! Anna decided to do an ocean scene and
we can all agree it’s beautiful. Wren and Jam ie
Galaxy
One of the things we have done during book week was art. The art that we explored was sketching and shading different types of chairs. The meaning behind this is in the book the girl wasn’t allowed to go to school because she didn’t have a chair to sit on. After a few days, a kind child gifted her a chair to give her an opportunity to go back to school and learn. Archie & Jess
Satellites
In Satellites class, during the Book Week English lessons we have been focusing on looking through windows.
This is because in the book the main character looks through a window into the school. Another lesson we have
enjoyed as a class is art, where we have been focussing on drawing chairs (this is also linked to the book!)

Weekly Class Attendance
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 96.18 %
Top of the school last week were COMETS class who all achieved 98.30%
Well Done!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 15th March
Tuesday 17th March
Tuesday 24th March

Friday 3rd April

Bath Half Marathon, please come along to the cafe
Easter Expressions Day
Dance Umbrella Performance at The Forum for dance club
6.30-8.30pm
Year 5 Trip to Smallcombe Woods pm
Year 5 Tag Tails @ St Martin’s Garden Primary School
Widcombe Championship Day
Spring Concert at Hayesfield Girl’s School
No clubs run by school staff, Sparks clubs run as usual
Easter Play performances at 9.15am and 2.30pm
Year 4 Superhero Day
Easter Service at St Matthew’s Church
Mufti-Day, please send your children in home clothes with £1
donation for the PTA
Last Day of Term 4

Monday 20th April
Mon 20th—Friday 24th
Friday 24th April

First Day Term 5
No clubs run by school staff, Sparks clubs run as usual
Year 3 Trip to Charmouth

Thursday 26th March
Friday 27th March
Friday 27th March
Friday 27th March
Mon 30th—Fri 3rd April
Tuesday 31st March
Wednesday 1st April
Thursday 2nd April
Friday 3rd April

Easter
Holiday Club
WHEN: Monday 6th – Wednesday 8th April
TIME: 8.45am – 3.15pm
(After Care available until 4.30pm)
WHERE: Widcombe C of E Junior School
ACTIVITIES:Sport, Art, Games and Craft
WHO FOR: Widcombe Infant and Junior pupils only
HOW TO BOOK: Go to www.sparksportscoaching.com
and log in to book and pay for your child’s place

Widcombe Junior School
Choral Concert
Hayesfield Upper School

Friday 27th March
7:30pm - 8.30pm
Featuring:


Widcombe Juniors After School Choir



Widcombe Juniors Boys’ Choir



Widcombe Juniors Girls’ Choir



Widcombe Parent and Staff Choir



School Band - The Widcombe Rockers

Tickets: £4 Adults, £1 Children
available via Parentmail
All profits will go towards Easter touring theatre visit and
Arts Week enrichment activities

