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Notices

Upright
Piano
Needed

Dear Parents and Carers,
I’ve heard of April Showers but April Frost? The highlight of my week has been our group
of Y6 House Captains being able to lead an assembly to each year group - from a safe socially distanced, risk assessed distance. Y6 House Captains led the assembly on our bid to
become more environmentally friendly at WJS and did it in a very engaging and enthusiastic manner. For the other year groups, it was the first time in over a year they had been in
the hall with other children – and for the Y3 and Y4 cohorts they were especially captivated by the Y6 giants leading the assembly. Thanks to Miss Gracey who is leading this work.
We hope to merge 2x year groups over the next few weeks, so two-year groups can enjoy
Collective Worship in the hall together.

Mr Seatter
would
appreciate a new
upright piano to
replace the one
we have in the
playground.
Please contact
the office if you
can help.

Nut Free
Please!

As a school, we are hugely passionate about The Arts, and try to incorporate it as much as
possible into our curriculum and themed weeks. From September, we are hoping to introduce an Arts morning for all children every week. This would not take away any of the
foundation curriculum from the afternoon sessions, but be additional coverage of Art, Drama, Dance and Music. We are working behind the scenes to plan the logistics and delivery.
We are also drawing to a close on a significant IT project which has been taking place over
the last few months, with work being carried out during the Easter holidays. This project
was not only to improve the infrastructure which feeds into our school’s IT use, but provide the correct and current technology for pupils and staff. Our ancient server is being
transferred across to ‘The Cloud’ in the coming days and then the new technology can be
set up. We have purchased 60 new laptops (enabling a whole year group to use them at a
time, with one laptop per child) and have 20 additional laptops, which will be shared
across the classes, for use in PE and Forest School. Very exciting – thanks to Mrs Mason for
her work and patience on this project.
Both the IT and Arts developments are absolutely the right steps to ensure our students
receive that broad and balanced curriculum we talk so often about.
Have a great weekend, enjoy the Bank Holiday! Miss Taylor

Word of the Week - Get excited about Words!
To get children excited about words the whole school is restarting ‘Word of the Week’. Each week we
will be featuring an interesting word and setting a small associated word challenge for you and your
child. The challenges are small spoken tasks that do not require pen or paper. They just need you and
some talk time, so easy to do on the way home or before bedtime. Get involved, have fun, and your
child’s vocabulary will grow!
Word

Definition

Challenge

(Collins Primary Learner’s Dictionary)

fascinated

You are really interested in
something and you keep
thinking about it.

What things are you fascinated
by?

WJS Greens Up Its Act
On Wednesday, the Year 6 Eco Team launched a whole-school competition: to design a new WJS eco label. The winning design will be printed and stuck to our new paper and mixed recycling bins, as well as
featuring on Eco news sheets. We would love as many children as possible to take part in the competition, which runs until Friday 7th May so please do encourage your children to think of exciting designs.
These could include the universal recycling symbol and / or the WJS logo but should also include original
ideas.
Entries can either be handed in (paper copies) to
Miss Gracey at school or emailed to
lgracey@widcombejuniorschool.com
We look forward to sharing green news with you on a
more regular basis as there are lots of exciting initiatives in the pipeline, including the upcoming Walk to
School Week (May 17th -21st).

WJS School Band
WJS school band is up and running again for any potential new band members. We're rehearsing at the
usual time of 6.15 - 7.30, but in the pavilion at Odd Down cycle track for the moment, until clubs are fully
up and running again and we're able to go back to using the school hall. Rehearsals are Covid-secure,
with year group bubbles able to be close to each other, but each bubble distanced from the others, and
we've given the musicians coloured caps to wear, to identify which bubble they are in.
The musicians choose what tunes to do, so at the moment we're getting up to speed again with James
Bond and next up is Hey Soul Sister by Train. After more than a year since our last rehearsal we are extremely rusty! So don't worry if you are a beginner and you only know a few notes - we'll just get you a
part of music based around those notes. The point is to have fun playing music together.
Until we're back in the school hall we're having to pay for the venue, so the cost is roughly £3.50 per rehearsal, and we ask you to sign up for a whole term (until May half term). 14 have signed up so far and I
think the room could comfortably take another 6-8, then we would want to see how it goes before adding
more.

If you're interested in joining please contact Jon Gore
(dad of Adam in Satellites)
on JonLGore@gmail.com or 07958 652438

Royal Mail’s Heroes Stamp Design Competition
We are very excited to be taking part in the Royal Mail’s Heroes Stamp Design Competition, honouring
the heroes of the Covid 19 pandemic. Eight pupils from primary and secondary schools across the UK
will become the designers of this stamp set and one could be your child! The children will need to think
of heroes who have continued to work tirelessly throughout the pandemic to keep us safe. Their designs
could be of NHS frontline workers, teachers, school support staff, supermarket workers, delivery drivers,
cleaners or maybe Captain Sir Tom Moore. A special panel of judges will choose 8 winning designs, these
will be presented to the Queen before being printed and issued. In addition to the stamps, winners will
receive £1,000 in high street vouchers and their school will receive £1,000 in cash.
If your child would like to take part please ask them tocollect an official entry form from the school office. Once
their design is complete please to hand it into the school
office by Thursday 20th May at latest.
All entries will copied and displayed in school. For the
display we would really appreciate any donations of
used stamps. Please ask your child to drop these off at
the school office.

Weekly Class Attendance

Flu Vaccination Programme

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 97.82%.
Top of the school last week were ASTEROIDS class who all achieved 100%. Well Done!
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Dates for your Diary
Monday 19th April
Thursday 6th May
Thursday 13th May
Thursday 20th May
Friday 21st May
Monday 17th – 21st May
Monday 24th May
Friday 28th May

Start of Term 5
Year 5 Trip to Smallcombe Woods - afternoon 1-3pm
Year 4 Trip to Smallcombe Woods - morning 9-12pm
Year 6 Trip to Smallcombe Woods - afternoon 1-3pm
PTA Mufti Day
Walk to School Week—details to follow
Arts Week in School
End of Term 5

Monday 7th June
Wednesday 9th June

Start of Term 6
School Class Photographs

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events,
sometimes event dates do change due to unforeseen circumstances,
please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up to date with school events.

Benefit Related Free School Meals
All School Years
If you receive any of the benefits listed below,
and your child attends an LA maintained school or
Academy in Bath and North East Somerset, please
register for benefit related free school meals.
Registering could attract Pupil Premium funding for
your child’s school, £1,345 per Primary pupil and
£955 per Secondary pupil.










Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income
of no more than £7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to
three of your most recent assessment periods)
Income Support
Income-Based Jobseekers Allowance
Income Related Employment Support Allowance
Child Tax Credit (WITHOUT Working Tax Credit) and have and
annual household income (as assessed by HMRC) below £16,190
Working Tax Credit Run-on which is only paid for 4 weeks
after you STOP qualifying for Working Tax Credit
The Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit
Support under PartV1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

Apply online at https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
Email the team at freeschoolmeals@bathnes.gov.uk
or call 01225 394317 – please leave a message if you reach our
answerphone.

