
Widcombe Church of England Junior 
     T e l :  0 1 2 2 5  3 1 0 1 3 9  

     E m a i l :  o ffi c e @ w i d c o m b e j u n i o r s c h o o l . c o m  

7th May 

Term 5 

  - Wk 3 

Notices 

 

 
Playground  

Piano 

Mr Seatter has 

had an offer for 

a new piano for 

our playground, 

thank you to our 

kind donor! 

 

Can anyone help 

him transport it 

across Bath  

in a van please? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Nut Free  

Please! 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week, I’ve been able to spend more time in and around all the classes. It’s important, 

as we find ourselves back into what we would regard as more normal times, all children 

work hard and demonstrate our School Values. Whilst the children absolutely come to 

school to have fun, be happy and enjoy their friends, it’s also crucial they apply their best 

attitude towards learning too. We’re no longer in lockdown or home learning environ-

ment and for some children there needs to be an adjustment in their attitude for high ex-

pectations. It would be really appreciated if you could reiterate this message at home too. 

 

Plans are underway for Arts Week, which will take place during the last week of Term 5. 

Whilst the theme remains under wraps, I’m pleased to say that we will be working with 

The Egg and Holburne Museum. All children will visit the Holburne Museum with their 

class for a half day visit, and colleagues from The Egg will be in school all week deliver-

ing a half day drama session with all classes too. The remaining time during the week, 

children will take part in half day sessions on music, dance and a variety of art media. 

Unfortunately, parents will be unable to join us on the Friday afternoon as would be usu-

al. However, we’re working on plans to share a sample of your child’s work from the 

week with you via QR codes and video too. Thank you to those families who have paid 

their annual voluntary contribution. We will use some of those funds to cover the costs of 

these local providers and other resources required for Arts Week too. 

 

Year 5 enjoyed their visit to Smallcombe Woods on Thursday afternoon. Y6 and Y4 will be 

having their visit to Smallcombe as part of their Forest School Curriculum over the next 

couple of weeks. 

 

Have an enjoyable weekend; I’m on auntie duties with three nieces and a mischievous 

puppy! Miss Taylor 

Palladian Academy Trust appoints new CEO 
The Board of Palladian Academy Trust (PAT) are delighted to announce the appointment 

of Donna Tandy to the post of Chief Executive Officer with effect from 1 September 2021. 

 

Donna joins PAT from the Focus Trust, a successful multi-

academy Trust based in Greater Manchester and Yorkshire, 

where she currently holds the post of Deputy CEO. Donna has an 

exciting track record of executive leadership in education and en-

suring continuous school improvement, working both within her 

own Trust whilst also setting up national networks for profession-

al development and support. Donna’s experience and passion for 

inclusive and lifelong education for all make her a perfect match 

for PAT as a values-led organisation that holds the needs of our 

learners at the forefront of our thinking. 

 

Donna will take up the reins of leadership from Tim Withers, the Trust’s founding CEO 

when he retires at the end of this academic year. Tim’s excellent work has paved the way 

for Donna to build on strong foundations for evolution and growth of PAT and we are 

looking forward to a seamless transition for our organisation. Our communities will, of 

course, be offered the opportunities to both welcome Donna and say our thanks and fare-

wells to Tim at the appropriate times. 



Word of the Week - Get excited about Words! 
To get children excited about words the whole school is restarting ‘Word of the Week’.  Each week we 

will be featuring an interesting word and setting a small associated word challenge for you and your 

child. The challenges are small spoken tasks that do not require pen or paper. They just need you and 

some talk time, so easy to do on the way home or before bedtime.  

Get involved, have fun, and your child’s vocabulary will grow!  

Word Definition  
(Collins Primary Learner’s Dictionary) 

Challenge 

darting Moving suddenly and quickly. Do some darting across the 

playground. Which sports  

involve darting? 

Sparks After School Clubs 

We are back! I am very pleased to inform you that Spark holiday club will be running this half term 

back on the home soil of the Junior school! The sessions will run from Tuesday 1st until Thursday 3rd 

June, from 9am until 3.15pm (extra childcare is available until 4.30pm). We will be having lots of fun in 

the sun/rain/hail/snow/high winds (delete as appropriate!) and hope to see as many of  you there as 

possible. We will provide a variety of games and activities, as well as some important free social time, 

all wrapped up in a fun, relaxed and inclusive way. Covid safety measures will be in place as well as all 

the other safeguarding procedures. Booking is available through the website and will work on a first 

come first serve basis. 

 

We are also excited to say that we will be running a number of clubs in term 6, more details on that 

soon, so please keep an eye out for that announcement. 

 

I hope you and your families are well and I hope to see 

you at one of our sessions soon. 

Many thanks, Chris Walker 

www.sparksportscoaching.com 

Mental Health Week 10th to 16th May 

Mental Health Awareness week runs from 10th to 16th May 2021 and is hosted by the Mental Health 

Foundation. The theme for this year is 'Connect with Nature'. As a school we will be discussing the topic 

during our PSHE sessions and aim to highlight the benefits of getting outdoors and being in the nature 

that surrounds us. We will be encouraging the children to think about the things they enjoy doing outside 

and activities which may help to support their mental health. If the sun makes an appearance, we may 

even be able to do the lesson outside! 

 

If you would like to find out more please visit the website: 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-

awareness-week 



Walk to School Week 17th to 21st May  
 

We are running a poster competition with the theme of “Widcombe Schools Get Walking”. Children are 

invited to design a poster celebrating active travel to school and the benefits of having fewer cars on the 

roads. Possible topics for a poster might include:  

 

 The mental/physical health benefits of walking/scooting/cycling to school 

 Clean air 

 Connecting with nature 

 Pedestrian and road safety 

 The Walking Bus 

 Car-sharing (covid permitting) 

 “Parking and Striding” 

 Car-free streets 

 Anti-idling/reducing pollution and emissions 

 Safe parking/avoiding parking on yellow lines 

 

 

Anything else the children would like to cover on the theme of active travel and reducing traffic around 

the schools.  

 

Children can bring their posters into school by Monday 24th May. They will be judged by Paula Malone 

of Energy Sparks, who has been working with the Schools on reducing energy use and they may be used 

by the Schools for future promotions of active travel and reducing traffic.  

 

 

Collection to celebrate Rob the Lollipop Man’s 20th Anniversary at Widcombe Schools 

If you would like to donate to the collection for Rob then please bring envelopes with donations to the 

school office by Friday 14th May.  

 

 

For more details of what's happening in Walk to School Week please see the poster emailed with this 

newsletter.  

Claverton Flower and Produce Sale - Saturday 8th May 10am- 12pm 
 

For 77 years, every first Saturday in September, a traditional Flower and Produce Show has been taking 

place in a marquee at the top of Widcombe Hill. It’s a brilliant traditional afternoon out with teas, stalls 

and lots of fun categories for families in Widcombe to join in with. From baking, crafting, growing and 

children’s categories. Get involved and have great fun. Try entering the men only rock cakes, bread bak-

ing or longest runner bean!  

 

Every Spring they hold a plant sale where you can buy lots of bargain veg plants to get you going for the 

show. Come and find out more this Saturday where there will also be a children’s planting stall, herbs, 

books and flowering perennials.  

 

All outdoor and Covid safe - See attached poster for all the details.  

 

 



 

Flu Vaccination Programme 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Weekly Class Attendance 
Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life 

skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.  

Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 97.83%.    

Top of the school last week were ASTEROIDS class who all achieved 100%. Well Done! 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 
Mon 10th—Sun 16th May Mental Health Awareness Week 

Thursday 13th May  Year 4 Trip to Smallcombe Woods - morning 9-12pm 

Mon17th—21st May  Walk to School Week 

Thursday 20th May  Year 6 Trip to Smallcombe Woods - afternoon 1-3pm                                     

Friday 21st May                                               PTA Mufti Day 

Monday 24th May                                           Arts Week in School 

Friday 28th May  End of Term 5 

 

Monday 7th June Start of Term 6 

Wednesday 9th June  School Class Photographs 

 

 

 

 

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events,  

sometimes event dates do change due to unforeseen circumstances,  

please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up to date with school events.  



 



New musicians always welcome to our friendly orchestra                                 

any experience and ability, rusty or otherwise! 

 
Contact us via  www.orchestraofeverything.com  / info@orchestraofeverything.com 

The Orchestra of Everything (OOE) is a local community orchestra, founded 4 

years ago by parents at local schools.  We play whatever we feel like arranging, and 

have developed a rather eclectic mix of Nina Simone, Led Zeppelin, Queen, Bowie, 

Disco Beethoven, La La Land, Elgar, Nirvana, Morricone and on, and on…. 

 

We were actually sounding pretty good in late 2019… 

a 50-strong mix of experienced musicians, relative be-

ginners, and lapsed musicians who enjoyed playing 

when younger but hadn't played for years… 

… but lockdown put a stop to that - most of us have-

n't played for over a year, so when we start rehears-

ing again we will be fantastically rusty!  
 

Now's the perfect time to get in touch and try us out.  If you used to play an instru-

ment in the past and have been considering trying it out again, but are out of prac-

tise and a bit nervous, then please get in touch.   You will find a group of very 

friendly, like-minded music lovers who won't judge any of your mistakes because 

we'll all be too busy making our own!.  And if you get lost, you can just join the 

many others miming confidently and nobody will be any the wiser. 
 

We rehearse once a month (usually in Widcombe) and welcome anyone at any  

level.  We arrange all our own tunes, so there are no restrictions on instruments - at 

one point we had 4 bassoons and 6 French 

horns!   We tailor the arrangements to 

whatever level everyone is and how much 

of a challenge they want (or don’t!) - just 

tell us what notes you know and we can 

create a part for you! 

Gigs are super relaxed - a mix of busking 

in town, bandstand events in Parade Gar-

dens, the odd sit-down concert and the annual extravaganza at Party in the City.   



 



 

WHEN: Tuesday 1st – Thursday 3rd June 

 

TIME:  9am – 3.15pm 

  (After Care available until 4.30pm) 

 

WHERE:  Widcombe Junior School 

 

ACTIVITIES: Lots of fun games and activities to keep   us all busy! Outdoor 
games, sports, free      play, crafts and much more in a fun,  relaxed and inclu-
sive environment.   

 

WHO FOR:  Widcombe Infant and Junior pupils only 

 

HOW TO BOOK: Go to www.sparksportscoaching.com and log in to book 
and pay for your child’s place. 

HALF TERM HOLIDAY  

http://www.sparksportscoaching.com/

