Widcombe Church of England Junior
Tel: 01225 310139
E m a i l : o ffi c e @ w i d c o m b e j u n i o r s c h o o l . c o m

Dear Parents and Carers,
14 th May
Term 5
- Wk 3

Notices

We are working behind the scenes in making arrangements for September 2021. Some big
news is that Mrs Andrews will be retiring from teaching at the end of the school year.
Mrs Andrews has been a member of WJS team for many years, and will be greatly missed!
I’ll be in a position to share class news for September, early on in Term 6.
Next Monday marks the next phase out of lockdown and we are making a couple of
changes to how we do things.

Two-year group bubbles will now be allocated the same playground zones for play
and lunchtime.

There are two separate playground zones which will be rotated on a weekly basis,
to ensure everyone gets varied use of the outdoor space.

Year 3 and Year 5 will be bubbled together (buddies can now finally meet!) and
Year 4 and Year 6.

OPAL will also resume from next Monday.

Year 3 and Year 5 will have lunch during the first sitting (12:15pm-12:34pm), followed by Year 4 and 6 (12:45pm-1:15pm).

We hope for lunch to be eaten mainly on the field or decking area, however if the
weather isn’t great we’ll resume lunch in the hall – sitting on year group tables.
Zosia talked the children through the changes during Tuesday's assembly, and it’s fair to
say the children were excited about the prospect of a bit more outdoor mixing!
There will be further tweaks to how we do things from the beginning of Term 6, and then
again from June 21st I will write and outline these in due course.

Nut Free
Please!

We were delighted by the quality of entries for our Recycling competition. The House
Captains had a very difficult challenge on Monday afternoon to decide on the winner.
After a lengthy and fair process the year group winners were:
Year 3: Sofia T, Year 4: Skylar Year 5: Julia, Year 6: Adam
Here is the overall winning design, ‘Congratulations to Otis’. The
House Captains felt his design hit the brief perfectly.
Have a great weekend; I’ll try my best not to hug you all whilst on
the gates come Monday morning, nobody wants to see that! Take
care, Miss Taylor

Word of the Week - Get excited about Words!
To get children excited about words the whole school is restarting ‘Word of the Week’. Each week we
will be featuring an interesting word and setting a small associated word challenge for you and your
child. The challenges are small spoken tasks that do not require pen or paper. They just need you and
some talk time, so easy to do on the way home or before bedtime.

Word

Definition

Challenge

(Collins Primary Learner’s Dictionary)

impression

What you think something, or
someone is like

What was your first impression
of your current teacher?

Get involved, have fun, and your child’s vocabulary will grow!

Year 5 Smallcombe Woods Trip
Our Year 5s had a great afternoon in the woods this Thursday. They took part in a Spring scavenger hunt
and built some amazing stick towers. There were definitely some budding engineers and it was a close
call when we came to measure the tallest tower. If you go for a walk in Smallcombe Woods this week,
look out for their creations!

The children also spent time identifying Spring leaves and flowers and creating natural water containers.
They found a couple of amazing fossils in the stream.

Year 6 Science - Digestive System
On Monday, Year 6 had lots of fun learning about how the body digests food. We then demonstrated our
understanding by planning and creating digestive systems. It got a bit messy, but it's not an experiment
we'll forget anytime soon!

Walk to School Week 17th to 21st May
We are running a poster competition with the theme of “Widcombe Schools Get Walking”. Children are
invited to design a poster celebrating active travel to school and the benefits of having fewer cars on the
roads. Possible topics for a poster might include:











The mental/physical health benefits of walking/scooting/cycling to school
Clean air
Connecting with nature
Pedestrian and road safety
The Walking Bus
Car-sharing (covid permitting)
“Parking and Striding”
Car-free streets
Anti-idling/reducing pollution and emissions
Safe parking/avoiding parking on yellow lines

Anything else the children would like to cover on the theme of active travel and reducing traffic around
the schools.
Children can bring their posters into school by Monday 24th May. They will be judged by Paula Malone
of Energy Sparks, who has been working with the Schools on reducing energy use and they may be used
by the Schools for future promotions of active travel and reducing traffic.

Collection to celebrate Rob the Lollipop Man’s 20th Anniversary at Widcombe Schools
If you would like to donate to the collection for Rob then please bring envelopes with donations to
the school office by Friday 14th May.
For more details of what's happening in Walk to School Week please see the poster emailed with this
newsletter.

Weekly Class Attendance

Flu Vaccination Programme

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to
ensure all of our children achieve their potential. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable life
skills for their future. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time.
Our whole school accumulative attendance for last week was 97.66%.
Top of the school last week were ASTEROIDS class who all achieved 99.00%. Well Done!
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Dates for your Diary
Mon 17th—21st May
Thursday 20th May
Friday 21st May
Monday 24th May
Friday 28th May

Walk to School Week
Year 6 Trip to Smallcombe Woods - afternoon 1-3pm
PTA Mufti Day
Arts Week in School
End of Term 5

Monday 7th June
Wednesday 9th June

Start of Term 6
School Class Photographs

Every week we will update this section with upcoming events,
sometimes event dates do change due to unforeseen circumstances,
please make sure you check regularly to make sure you are up to date with school events.

HALF TERM HOLIDAY
WHEN: Tuesday 1st – Thursday 3rd June

TIME: 9am – 3.15pm
(After Care available until 4.30pm)
WHERE: Widcombe Junior School
ACTIVITIES: Lots of fun games and activities to keep us all busy! Outdoor
games, sports, free play, crafts and much more in a fun, relaxed and inclusive environment.
WHO FOR: Widcombe Infant and Junior pupils only
HOW TO BOOK: Go to www.sparksportscoaching.com and log in to book
and pay for your child’s place.

