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,Dear Parents and Carers,
We continue to hold discussions and make decisions about any possible return for Y3-5
before the end of the school year. We have enjoyed a positive fortnight with the return
of Y6. Our return rate continues to sit at about 90% which is considerably higher than
what the press report. However, we must ensure inviting further children on to the
school site will not compromise the safety of everyone. If I could wave a magic wand
and have everyone back on Monday, I would! I anticipate being able to update you from
the middle of next week.

After School
Clubs
No After
School Clubs
are running
this term.

Nut Free
Please!

Whilst lockdown and a closed school is not what any headteacher would want, there has
been one part I’ve really enjoyed. That’s been my weekly Zoom sessions with each class.
In a ‘normal’ week whilst I would have seen, smiled, talked to and taught some children, there’s no way I would have had a 1:1 chat with all 240 of them. This is what the
Zoom sessions have enabled. I feel like I know the children much better, having had
these weekly drop ins. Thank you for putting your child in front of a screen for another
chunk of time whilst me and their class chat away about all sorts. I did have to stop myself googling ‘miniature Schnauzer’ last night after all the talk this week about Widcombe pets!
Today we sent out a Parentmail questionnaire to gather information on our children’s
access to online resources at home. The results of which will be used as part of our home
learning planning going forward. We would really appreciate your response by next
Friday at latest.
Enjoy the weekend; Saturday looks like the day to get out and about.
Miss Taylor

World Ocean Day
At school and in Year 5 we have been celebrating World Ocean Day and spending time thinking about what
we can do to protect our oceans now and in the future. The aim of World Oceans Day is to understand the
vital role the ocean plays in our everyday lives and inspire us to take action to protect it and sustainably use
marine resources.
On the UN’s website, the organisation explains the importance of understanding how the state of the ocean
ties in with our own health and wellbeing. If you would like to look at this at home, the website for World
Oceans Day has several ways you can still take part in the celebrations, including signing a petition urging
world leaders to take action to protect the ocean. https://www.un.org/en/observances/oceans-day
At school we designed sea inspired patterns using Brusho to give watery effects and made Cuttle Fish and
Hammer Head Shark models and designed sea themed comics. The children also took part in a Zoom meeting to discuss the issues around conserving our oceans and made pledges to support this.

At home, Year 5 have been engaged in a programme of World Ocean Day themed activities in the afternoons, including designing posters to highlight the issues around conservation, learning the names of sea
creatures in French and listening to the Finding Nemo soundtrack. We are pleased to see this theme has also
inspired other creative activities, such as baking and model making.

Please keep sending Miss Taylor photos and messages of your work at home, she loves to see them and may
feature your work on her blog. https://widcombejuniors.j2bloggy.com/

