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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I’m pleased to be able to be able inform you of class arrangements for September 2020: 

 
 

I have lovely news to share that Miss Smyth is expecting her first baby in December. 

This will mean some changes to the teaching arrangements in Year 6 towards the end 

of Autumn Term. 

Miss Smyth’s teaching commitment will be fulfilled by Ms Laura Gracey, a well-

known and highly regarded teacher who has many years’ experience working at WJS. 

Ms Gracey will work alongside Mrs Bridge. 

Mr Harley will step into the Deputy Head role whilst Miss Smyth enjoys time at home. 

This is timed very nicely by the return of Mrs Morgan from her maternity leave, who 

will join Mr Harley in Galaxy. 

I’m delighted with the experience and richness in teaching we will continue to have in 

Y6.  I’m sure you’ll pass your congratulations to both Miss Smyth and Mr Harley. 

The Senior Leadership Team from September will include: Miss Taylor, Miss Smyth, 

Mr Seatter and Mr Harley.  

To confirm, Y6 teaching arrangements from later in the Autumn Term: 

 
 

 

September 2020 Teacher/s Current Class 

Stars Mr Dorrans Class 5 

Rockets Mr Seatter Class 6 

Comets Mr Shurmer Rockets 

Asteroids Miss Saillard Stars 

Nebula Mrs Andrews/Mrs Sea- TBC 

Supernova Miss Hughes TBC 

Satellites Miss Smyth/Mrs Bridge Supernova 

Galaxy Mr Harley Nebula 

Satellites Mrs Bridge and Ms Gracey 

Galaxy Mrs Morgan and Mr Harley 



 

As part of our response to Covid-19 we have made a temporary amendments to our behaviour policy which 

have been approved by the Trust Board. The link to the full policy can be found here: https://

widcome.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/Behaviour-Policy-2019-2021-June-2020.pdf?

t=1592828278 

The specific wording inclusion: 

Response to Covid-19 

Where a learner is compromising the school’s health and safety protocols in the context of Covid 19, the Trust will insist 

that children work at home for a period of time.  Examples of this would be refusal to: wash/sanitise their hands appro-

priately, social distance appropriately after repeated warnings, coughing at others or acting in a way which compromis-

es the safety of others.  All learners working on site must be able to align with new expectations in each setting.  It is 

understood that some children might find this difficult.  This does not constitute a formal exclusion.  This addition to 

the behaviour policy is time limited and specifically linked to pandemic response and government/regulatory guidance 

for safe operation of schools. 

 

To be reviewed Dec 2020 to consider if appropriate to withdraw or extended. 

 

Have a great weekend, we look forward to Y4 arriving back next week – Y3, it’s almost your turn!  

Miss Taylor 

 

Year 5 Return  

This week we welcomed back our Year 5 and were thrilled that it felt normal (ish) very quickly! 

In Art in Year 5 we have been looking at Rebel Girls - a series of books 

which tell the stories of 100 women who are positive role models.  

 

The women come from different backgrounds, eras, are culturally diverse 

and have a wide variety of occupations. We learnt that the illustrations are 

all by female artists and learnt a little about the artists and their work. We 

then decided to create our own versions of the striking artwork by choos-

ing our own inspirational person and creating our own layered artwork.  

 

We enjoyed experimenting with oil pastels and wax crayons and bold col-

ours for the backgrounds.  

https://widcome.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/Behaviour-Policy-2019-2021-June-2020.pdf?t=1592828278
https://widcome.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/Behaviour-Policy-2019-2021-June-2020.pdf?t=1592828278
https://widcome.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/Behaviour-Policy-2019-2021-June-2020.pdf?t=1592828278


 

PTA News 

 

Another year is drawing to a close and it isn’t the usual run up to the summer holidays. The PTA committee 

are sad that we haven’t held our summer fair this year and have missed chatting to you all at the ice lolly 

sales, even the Easter Egg hunts were cancelled. In light of this, a couple of parents have said how they would 

like to support the PTA by donating to help the fundraising efforts for this year. We understand that not    

everyone is in a position to donate, especially during this most unusual of situations we find ourselves in, and 

this is very much a voluntary contribution. If you would like to make a donation to the PTA you can make an 

online transfer to: 

 

Account Number: 70958611  Sort Code: 20-0506  

or make a PayPal transfer to widcombePTATreasurer@gmail.com.  

Due to the current COVID-19 situation we will not be able to accept any cash donations to the school offices. 

 

Please also consider joining EasyFundraising (easyfundraising.org.uk) and link to our cause (Widcombe 

Schools PTA). Every time you make a purchase at an online retailer via the easyfundraising website that re-

tailer will make a % contribution to the PTA at no extra cost to you. Since we signed up a few years ago 

£2,947 has been raised. 

 

We are also signed up to Your School Lottery, a weekly lottery that raises money for the PTA. Tickets are  

£1, 40p of which will go directly to the PTA and you will have a chance to win money every week up to a 

jackpot of £25,000. So far we have raised £356 from 37 draws. Go to yourschoollottery.co.uk to find out more 

and start supporting Widcombe Infant & Widcombe Junior C of E Schools. 

 

Finally, we’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has supported the many events we were able to 

hold this year. Back to Bedtime Stories in the autumn to the Christmas Market, and quiz night in winter to the 

Bath Half Marathon in spring. As well as the various Mufti days. We’ve had great fun putting the events to-

gether and seeing them all well attended and enjoyed. Apologies to all the runners who’s efforts at the Bath 

Half were overshadowed by COVID-19. The effort you made in training, running and fundraising for the 

Bath Half is very much appreciated – congratulations to all who ran. 

 

I’m sure you’d like to know how much was raised: 

Bedtime Stories – over £400 

Christmas Market – over £3000 

Quiz Night – over £700 

Bath Half Marathon – £3,520 

Muftis – over £300 

 

Best wishes,  

PTA Team  

 



 

Tick Awareness—Please be vigilant!  

As we are now all enjoying more freedom outside we would like to make everyone aware of  the problem of 

ticks in our area. Bath is one of a growing number of places around the country where a significant percent-

age of ticks carry Lyme’s Disease, and we have had reports of it being contracted by our families. So it is es-

sential we are all aware of ticks, know how to remove them and can recognise the signs and symptoms of 

Lyme Disease.  

Ticks are tiny spider-like creatures, which feed on the 

blood of animals and people. These photographs show 

the size of ticks at various life stages.  

The earliest and most common symptom of Lyme dis-

ease is a distinctive pink or red circular rash that devel-

ops around the area of the tick bite, three to 30 days after 

someone is bitten. The rash is often described as looking 

like a bullseye on a dartboard.  

Lyme’s Disease can result in flu-like symptoms, such as tiredness, headaches, muscle or joint pain. It is really 

vital to consult your GP if a rash or other symptoms develop within a few weeks of a tick bite, as early treat-

ment can prevent progression to chronic disease. It is treatable with  a course of antibiotics.  

 

The presence of Ticks shouldn’t be a barrier to enjoying the outdoors as there are a number of preventative 

measures you can take: 

 

 Use over the counter or natural repellents – citronella or essential oils (catnip, lemon, eucalyptus, gera-

nium, peppermint). 

 Cover up with long sleeves/trousers when appropriate. 

 Carry out regular tick checks at bedtime (especially during Apr-Oct) 

 Keep a tick remover or special tweezers in your bag/home first aid kit. A pack of two 

different sized green tick hook removers can be bought from the pet shop on Widcombe 

Parade or Lifestyles Tick Remover (shaped tweezers) can be bought online.   

 Remove ticks within 24 hrs if possible. 

 Consult your GP if you have concerns about a tick bite or develop symptoms such as the bulls eye rash. 

 

After school trips to Smallcombe Woods we remind the children to check for ticks. However, we want to dis-

pel the myth that ticks can only be picked up in places like these. As a parent, it is something you should be 

aware of all the time. Ticks can be picked up in gardens, parks, sports pitches and other outdoor spaces. They 

can be carried by both pets (dogs, cats, rabbits) and wild animals (badgers, foxes, hedgehogs and birds).  

Please discuss ticks with your children and spread the word. We want everyone to be informed and enjoy the 

outdoors safely. We do not want children to be fearful and we certainly do not want them to avoid playing 

outdoors. For more information you can visit a number of websites: 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/tick-bite-risks-and-prevention-of-lyme-disease  

www.nhs.uk/conditions/Lyme-disease/  

www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk  

 



 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
Monday  29th June                                  Year 4 Bubble 1 return to school 

Tuesday 30th June                                  Galaxy and Satellites Bubble 1 Enterprise Fair,  

                                                                     Galaxy Parents 3.30 - 4.00pm, Satellites Parents 4.00 – 4.30pm 

Wednesday 1st July                                Year 4 Bubble 2 return to school 

Thursday 2nd July                                  Galaxy and Satellites Bubble 2 Enterprise Fair ,  

                                                                   Galaxy Parents 3.30 - 4.00pm, Satellites Parents 4.00 – 4.30pm 

Monday 6th July                                     Year 3 Bubble 1 return to school 

Wednesday  8th July                              Year 3 Bubble 2 return to school 

Week Commencing 6th July                 Reports home via email for years 3—5, paper copies to be                         

                                                                    sent home for year 6.  

Monday 13th July                                                                                                       Galaxy & Satellites Bubble 1 Year 6 Performance & Leaver                                        

                                                                    Ceremony 6.30pm 

Wednesday 15th July                             Galaxy & Satellites Bubble 2 Year 6 Performance & Leavers                      

                                                                   Ceremony 6.30pm  

Friday 17th July                                       End of term for children  

Monday 20th July                                                                                                         INSET Day  

 

 


