
Zaha Hadid



Who is Zaha Hadid?

• Zaha Hadid, was a famous and 
respected architect. She was a 
visionary in the world of architecture, 
creating a futuristic style that was all 
her own.

• Architecture is the art and science of 
designing buildings and other physical 
structures. 

• Early in her career, her works were 
deemed too adventurous, but she 
persevered and finally became 
recognized for her innovations.

• Hadid was born in Baghdad, Iraq in 
1950. In 1972, she attended the 
Architectural Association School of 
Architecture in London.



• Hadid graduated from the Architectural 
Association School of Architecture in 1977 
and went to work at the Office for 
Metropolitan Architecture under her former 
professor, Koolhaas. 

• She then started her own firm in London in 
1980. However, it wasn't until the early 1990s 
that Hadid's designs were turned from 
sketches to actual buildings. 

• Before that, her building designs were 
published in architectural journals, but none of 
them had ever been commissioned or created.



• Her first major building was the Vitra Fire 
Station, in Germany, in 1991. 

• From there, her career skyrocketed as her 
unusual designs were recognised around the 
world.

• Hadid was responsible for designing dozens of 
public buildings, from museums, hospitals, 
schools, hotels, and office towers.

What do you think 
of this design?



• Her work garnered her several awards. 

• She was given the Pritzker Prize of 
Architecture in 2004. This was incredibly 
important because she was the first woman to 
ever receive the award. 

• Hadid was known for breaking through the 
glass ceiling of the architecture industry, 
which is dominated by men. 

• Her contributions to architecture were 
further recognized when she received the 
Jane Drew Prize in 2012.

• Zaha Hadid is the only woman to be honoured 
by the Royal Institute of British Architects. 



Some of Zaha 
Hadid’s 
designs…

• The building in the 
bottom left is the 
London Aquatics Centre 
built for the 2012 
Olympic games.



Task

• Do some research and try to find out about another female 
architect. 

• Have a look at their designs and make comparisons to 
Hadid’s designs. 

• Have a look at the different buildings designed all over the 
world.

• If you would like a challenge and have some spare time, have 
a go at designing your own building!  


